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Safety First at
LyondellBasell

Chris Block, north plant
site operations manager at
the Channelview Complex,
spoke to the Croshy-

Huffman Chamber of
Commerce membership at
their monthly luncheon
last Thursday.

Block discussed many
aspects of the business
and answered questions
from members. - See

story in page 1 and 5.
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CHCC to Host
New Educator

Luncheon

The Crosby Huffman
Chamber of Commerce is
proud to announce its
upcoming “New Educators
Luncheon,” a special event
dedicated to welcoming the
newest teachers and staff
Jjoining the Crosby and
Huffman Independent
School Districts for the
2026-2027 school year.

Set for Monday, July 27
at 12:00 PM, the luncheon
will take place in the Crosby
High School Cafeteria. This
annual gathering serves as
a bridge between the
community and its schools,
offering new educators the
chance to connect with
local business leaders,
community advocates, and
essential resources while
officially welcoming them to
the area.

“The luncheon is a chance
to show our educators just
how much this community
values them,” said a
Chamber representative.
“We want to ensure their
first impression is a positive
and memorable one.”

Community Support
Requested

To make the event a
success, the Chamber is
actively seeking support
from local businesses and
residents in two key areas:

Sponsors Needed:
Businesses are encouraged
to sponsor the event to
showecase their support for
educators while gaining
valuable visibility within the
district.

Giveaway Items: The
Chamber is asking for
donations of door prizes,
gift cards, school supplies,
and promotional items. To
ensure every educator
receives a meaningful
welcome gift, the
organization requests that
all giveaway donations have
a minimum value of $50.

For sponsorship
opportunities or to donate

items, please contact the
Crosby Huffman Chamber
of Commerce directly. The
event reflects the Chamber's
ongoing mission to
“Connect, Support, and
Welcome,” embodying their
motto: Investing in
Educators. Investing in Our
Future.

LyondellBasell Highlights Safety, Operations
& Community Outreach at Chamber Luncheon

By David Taylor
Managing Editor

LyondellBasell’s Chan-
nelview Complex is one of
the largest and most com-
plex petrochemical opera-
tions along the Texas Gulf
Coast, but Chris Block told
members of the Crosby-
Huffman Chamber of Com-
merce last Thursday that
its mission is rooted in
products people use every
day and a commitment to
operating safely in the
communities around it.

Block, north plant site
operations manager at the
Channelview Complex,
said LyondellBasell is a
global company whose
products touch nearly ev-
ery part of daily life, from
transportation and food
packaging to health care,

Chris Block of LyondellBasell (center) is joined by Chamber leaders Deanna Becker
and Debra Roberts on the left, and Susan Scott, communications for LyondellBasell,
Chamber Chairman Velma Ellison, and Pct. 3 representative Kent Klingerman.

agriculture and renew-
able energy.

“We like to say we pro-
vide solutions for every-
day sustainable living,”
Block said.

He said the company’s
products are used in more
efficient fuels, lighter-
weight vehicle parts, po-
table water delivery
systems, food packaging
that extends shelf life,
personal protective equip-
ment for medical workers,
pharmaceutical packag-
ing, agricultural applica-
tions, children’s toys,
cosmetics, solar panels
and wind turbines.

“We affect just about
every part of everybody’s
lives on a daily basis,” he

Continued. See LYONDELLBASELL
HIGHLIGHTS SAFETY, page 5

Questions Mount Over 339" District Judge'’s
Bond Decisions in Louis Erebia Murder Case

By David Taylor
Managing Editor

HARRIS COUNTY — The June 6 kill-
ing of Houston father Louis Erebia has
renewed scrutiny of Judge Ta’iva Bell and
the 339th Criminal District Court, where
critics say repeated decisions to keep vio-
lent or repeat offenders out of custody have
had deadly consequences.

Erebia was killed while trying to help
his son recover a stolen vehicle, according
to accounts shared on The Isiah Factor.
Police have arrested and charged 37-year-
old London Hogan with murder in the case.
Hogan, according to those interviewed,
was already on felony probation at the
time of the killing and had a criminal his-
tory that victims’ advocates say should
have kept him behind bars.

For Erebia’s family, the case is not only
about one man accused of pulling the trig-
ger. It is about a justice system they be-
lieve failed long before Erebia died.

“Unimaginable,” Erebia’s wife, Aman-

Judge Ta'iva Bell is under scrutiny following her decision to
allow 37-year-old London Hogan out on bond, even after
he had violated his bond parameters, and then allegedly
shot and killed Louis Erebia. Family, community members
and leaders are demanding answers.

da, said on The Isiah Fac-
tor. “Something that you
think you only see in the
movies, but you would nev-
er have to live. My kids lost
their dad. They’re going to
spend most of their life
without a dad. And I lost
my husband of 22 years.”

Family members and
supporters said Erebia was
not acting recklessly or
trying to take the law into
his own hands when he
was killed.

“Louis didn’t chase the
vehicle,” Amber Burrough,
Erebia’s sister-in-law said
on the program. “Louis
was not out there trying to
be reckless. He wasn’t try-
ing to be a lone ranger. He
knew that his son’s best
friend was in danger and
he shielded that boy with

his body.”

Burrough said Erebia
“went out there to protect.
That’s how he lived his
life.”

The case has focused
attention on Hogan’s past
and on decisions made in
Bell’s court. Andy Kahn of
Crime Stoppers of Hous-
ton described Hogan as a
“career habitual offender”
during the interview, say-
ing Hogan had been to
prison multiple times and
had been placed on proba-
tion for a violent offense
before allegedly killing
Erebia.

“So, Hogan is what you
call a career habitual of-
fender,” Kahan said. “He’s

Continued. See BOND DECISION
SPARKS DEBATE OVER, Page 6

Magic Brings Fun to Precinct 3 Goose Creek CISD Approves

Summer Kids Program

By Gerardo Hernandez,

HIGHLANDS — Chil-
dren attending the Harris
County Precinct 3 Summer
Kids Program enjoyed an
afternoon of magic, laugh-
ter and entertainment re-
cently as magician Magic
Lanny visited the pro-
gram.

The performance de-
lighted young attendees
with a variety of tricks and
interactive activities, cre-
ating what Brittany White
an organizer described as
an “Abracadabra kind of
day.”

Program organizers also
expressed appreciation to
the Highlands Stratford
Branch Library, Friends of
the Stratford Library, Se-
niors Helping Seniors,
Food Town and Goose
Creek CISD for their sup-
port in making the event

Two-Tier Guaraian Program to
Bolster School Safety

Photo credit Goose Creek CISD Youtube Channel

Story by: Nancy Bonds
GCCISD Director of
Communications,

Magician Magic Lanny performing a trick at San Jac Community Center.

Continued. See MAGIC BRINGS FUN TO PRECINCT 3, Page 2

BAYTOWN - This week,
the Goose Creek CISD

Board of Trustees approved
the adoption of a two-tier
Guardian Program. The
program is designed to en-
hance the district’s existing
safety and security mea-

sures while creating a
framework for qualified
individuals to participate
in the Guardian Program.
Continued. See GCCISD EXPLAINS
GUARDIAN PROGRAM, Page 2
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Goose Creek CISD explains
guardian program, next steps,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The following information
provides an overview of the
program and the steps that
will take place before im-
plementation.

Texas Penal Code Sec-
tion 46.03 authorizes
school districts to establish
Guardian Programs that
permit certain employees
to carry a firearm on school
property. The Board’s ac-
tion establishes the frame-
work for Goose Creek
CISD to implement a two-
tier program consisting of
qualified retired law en-
forcement personnel and
selected district employees
who meet rigorous eligibil-
ity, screening, training,
and approval standards.

The Guardian Program
is intended to complement
the many safety and secu-
rity measures already in
place throughout the dis-
trict and provide an addi-
tional layer of protection
for students, staff, and vis-
itors.

Under the approved
framework:

e Tier 1 Guardians
will consist of qualified re-
tired law enforcement of-
ficers who may serve in
locations where additional
security personnel are

needed.

e Tier 2 Guardians
will consist of selected dis-
trict employees approved
by the Superintendent af-
ter completing a compre-
hensive vetting process
and rigorous firearm train-
ing.

The Board’s approval
was a necessary first step,
allowing district adminis-
tration to begin developing
the procedures and guide-
lines needed to implement
the program. No employ-
ees have been selected as
Guardians at this time.
Under the Guardian Pro-
gram, no employee may
carry a firearm unless au-
thorized by the Superin-
tendent and all program
requirements have been
met.

As procedures are final-
ized, the administration
will communicate with
employees regarding op-
portunities to volunteer for
consideration. Interested
employees will undergo a
multi-step screening pro-
cess. Candidates who meet
initial qualifications will
be considered for further
evaluation, including psy-
chological assessments,
background checks, and

specialized training re-
quirements.

The district’s selection
and training standards
will exceed the minimum
requirements established
for a Texas License to Car-
ry. Participation in the
program will be limited to
individuals who demon-
strate the judgment, pro-
fessionalism, and
readiness necessary to
serve in this role.

The Guardian Program
is one component of Goose
Creek CISD’s broader safe-
ty and security efforts,
which include Goose Creek
CISD Police Department
officers, security person-
nel, controlled-access pro-
c e d ur e s ,
emergency-response proto-
cols, safety training, and
strong partnerships with
local law enforcement
agencies.

The safety and security
of students and staff re-
mains the district’s highest
priority. As the program’s
procedures and timelines
are finalized, Goose Creek
CISD will continue to pro-
vide updates to employees,
families, and the commu-
nity.

Second Suspect Charged in Fatal
Shooting of 17-Year-Old Angel Garcia

By Gerardo Hernandez,

EAST HARRIS — A second suspect

has been charged in the fatal shooting of
17-year-old Angel Garcia, who was
gunned down during a large party in east
Harris County last summer.

The Harris County Sheriff’s Office an-
nounced that 19-year-old Enrique Agui-
lar was charged with murder on June 17
in connection with Garcia’s death. Au-
thorities said Aguilar was already in cus-
tody on an unrelated murder charge
stemming from the February shooting
death of another teenager.

Investigators said prosecutors have
also filed a motion seeking to deny bond
for Aguilar in the Angel Garcia case.

Garcia was shot and killed on Aug. 30,
2025, during a party attended by approx-
imately 200 people in the 14700 block of
Waldine Street. Deputies responding to
reports of gunfire found the 17-year-old
suffering from gunshot wounds. He was
pronounced dead at the scene.

Earlier this month, authorities arrest-
ed 18-year-old Jefferson Velasquez, who
also faces a murder charge in Garcia’s
death. Velasquez remains in the Harris
County Jail on a $500,000 bond.

Investigators have not publicly detailed

Enrique Aguilar, 19 yrs old suspect

the roles each suspect allegedly played in
the shooting, and no trial dates have been
announced.

The Harris County Sheriff’s Office said
the investigation remains active. The lat-
est arrest marks a significant develop-
ment in a case that has remained
unsolved for nearly 10 months and
brought renewed attention to youth vio-
lence in east Harris County.

Sources: Harris C. Sheriff’'s Office.

Magic brings fun to Precinct 3
Summer Kids Program,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

possible.

The summer program will conclude next Thursday June 25 at 2 p.m. with a special
presentation by Creature Teacher at the San Jacinto Community Center in High-
lands.

Source: Brittany White - San Jacinto Community Center Facebook page.
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Pat Green to Headline Mont Belvieu’s July 4 Celebration

By Gerardo Hernandez,

MONT BELVIEU —
One of Texas country mu-
sic’s biggest names will
headline Mont Belvieu’s
annual Independence
Day celebration as the
city prepares for what or-
ganizers are calling the
biggest celebration of the
summer.

Texas country star Pat
Green will take the stage
at 7:30 p.m. on July 4,

serving as the featured
performer during the
city’s patriotic festivities.
Green, known for hits
such as “Wave on Wave”
and “Carry On,” is expect-
ed to draw a large crowd
for the evening concert.
The entertainment
lineup begins at 4 p.m.
with Meaux Cotton and
his band, The Feel, who
will open the celebration
and get the crowd ener-
gized for a full afternoon

of music.

At 5:45 p.m., Micky &
The Motorcars will take
the stage, bringing their
blend of Texas country
and rock to keep the fes-
tivities rolling before the
evening headliner.

The concert series is
part of Mont Belvieu’s an-
nual Fourth of July cele-
bration, which also
features family-friendly
activities and a patriotic
atmosphere as residents

gather to celebrate Inde-
pendence Day and Amer-
ica’s 250th anniversary.
City officials are en-
couraging residents and
visitors to arrive early
and enjoy the full lineup
of live entertainment.
Additional information
about the event is avail-
able at
www.MontBelvieu.net/

july4th

Texas Leads Nation Judge Larry Cryer Retires After
Decades of Public Service

in Solar Growth

By Gary Borders,

Texas is leading the na-
tion in new solar capacity,
installing 50% more than
any other state in the first
quarter of 2026, the San
Antonio Express-
News reported. Across the
nation, solar generation
and battery storage ac-
counted for 91% of new en-
ergy capacity.

“Texas is actually soon
to overtake California for
the most total installed so-
lar capacity,” said
Daniel Giese, state direc-
tor for the Solar Energy In-
dustries Association.
California now has 55.5 gi-
gawatts of installed capac-
ity, barely
exceeding Texas’ 53.5 giga-

watts.

A separate report from
a global energy think tank
showed that nationally, so-
lar supplied more electric-
ity than coal in May for the
first time. Solar accounted
for 12.8% of U.S. energy
last month, while coal
dropped to 12.2%. In Tex-

as, the Electric Reliability
Council of Texas expects
solar to exceed coal for the
first time later this year.

The growth in data cen-
ters is a major reason for
the growth in new solar ca-
pacity in Texas, since it
can come online fairly
quickly.

Mont Belvieu Police Join Statewide
Effort to Combat Impaired
Driving During July 4 Holiday

By Gerardo Hernandez,

MONT BELVIEU — As Independence Day celebrations approach, the Mont Belvieu
Police Department is reminding residents to plan ahead and avoid impaired driving
as part of a statewide safety campaign aimed at reducing holiday traffic crashes.

The department is participating in the Texas Department of Transportation’s Im-
paired Driving Mobilization — Independence Day Wave, which runs from June 19
through July 6. The initiative brings together law enforcement agencies across Texas
to increase awareness and enforcement efforts targeting impaired drivers during one
of the busiest travel periods of the year.

Officials noted that Fourth of July festivities often include cookouts, fireworks and
family gatherings, but stressed that driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs
can quickly turn a celebration into a tragedy.

Police are encouraging residents to make transportation plans before attending
holiday events, including designating a sober driver, using a rideshare service or
arranging for a safe ride home.

The campaign’s goal is to reduce crashes, injuries and fatalities caused by im-
paired driving and help ensure everyone reaches home safely after holiday celebra-

tions.

“Have fun. Get home safe. It’s that simple,” the department said in its public safe-

ty message.

By Gerardo Hernan-
dez,

MONT BELVIEU —
After more than four de-
cades of service to the
community, Judge Larry
Cryer has retired, closing
a distinguished career
that spanned 44 years as
Justice of the Peace for
Precinct 6 and more than
20 years as Municipal
Judge for the City of
Mont Belvieu.

The Mont Belvieu Po-
lice Department recently
honored Cryer for his
years of dedication to the
administration of justice
and public service.

Throughout his career,
Cryer presided over
countless court proceed-
ings, conducted death in-
quests and handled
late-night warrant re-
quests, earning the re-
spect of law enforcement
officers, attorneys and
residents alike. Mont
Belvieu PD Officials
praised his commitment
to serving the communi-
ty with honor, fairness
and compassion.

In a statement, the po-
lice department thanked

Pictured Left - Right, Judge Larry Cryer, and Officer Ferguson

Cryer for his many years
of service and wished him
well in retirement.
While his presence on
the bench will be missed,
community leaders said
his legacy of professional-
ism and dedication will

not be forgotten. As he
begins a new chapter,
many across the area are
celebrating the lasting
impact he made through
decades of public
service.(Photo credit MB
PD social media)
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Commissioner Garcia
Honors Community
Pillars at Precinct 2
Juneteenth Celebration

By Gerardo Hernandez,

NORTH HARRIS - On
Friday, June 19, Commis-
sioner Adrian Garcia host-
ed a Juneteenth
celebration to commemo-
rate the historic day.

At the Harris county’s
annual Juneteenth gather-
ing, Garcia presented
awards to a slate of local
leaders, singling out those
whose daily work
“strengthens families, up-
lifts neighborhoods, and
moves Precinct 2 forward.”

In a social media post
following the event, Garcia
reflected on the legacy of
freedom while stressing
the work that lies ahead.
“We reflect on the legacy of

freedom,” he wrote, “but
we also recommit to the
continued work of building
stronger, more connected
communities.”

The honorees a mix of
grassroots organizers,
small-business owners,
and longtime volunteers
were celebrated for their
behind-the-scenes impact
on everything from youth
mentorship to food access.

With sponsors and com-
munity partners looking
on, the event mixed live
music, historical exhibits,
and a call to action.

The celebration capped
a week of county-led June-
teenth events, all aimed at
turning remembrance into
renewed civic energy.

COUNTY
MATTERS

Harris County Judge Lina Hidalgo

Judge Hidalgo
Honors Juneteenth

Harris County, TX, June 18, 2026, Harris
County Judge Lina Hidalgo released the following
statement in honor of Juneteenth tomorrow:

“In Harris County, we have so much diversity
and tolerance is the glue that keeps our communi-
ty together. As we honor the history and contribu-
tions of Black Americans tomorrow, we also
commemorate our shared history of helping one
another through struggle. And as we remember the
sacrifices and fights that continue to this day, let
us also remember the late Congresswoman Sheila
Jackson Lee for her decades of work to recognize
Juneteenth as a federal holiday,” said Judge Lina

Hidalgo.

Fun Fact

hot dogs
each
day.

Source:

-

In 1867, on Coney Island,
New York, an immigrant

named Charles Feltman
invented the first “hot
dog bun,” enabling
beachgoers to enjoy his
“Frankfurter” sausages
without needing plates
or silverware. Over the
next 60 years, Feltman’s
“hot dog” stand grew
into Feltman’s Ocean

www.feltmansofconeyisland.com

S

© 2026 by King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS

By Gary Borders

Gains Seen in all Subjects on STAAR test

Texas high school stu-
dents showed improvement
in every subject in this
spring’s end-of-course
STAAR exams, the Texas
Education Agency reported.

The results include as-
sessments in Algebra I, En-
glish I, English II, biology
and U.S. history. The big-
gest improvement was in bi-
ology, with 71% of students
meeting expectations, up
9%.

“These results reflect the
hard work of Texas stu-
dents, educators and fami-
lies and demonstrate that
focused instruction and high
expectations continue to
produce positive outcomes
for students across our
state,” said Commissioner
Mike Morath. “These results
may also be reflective of the
legislature’s ban of cell
phone use in classrooms, so
that students are better able
to stay focused on their
schoolwork while at school.”

Parents and families can
access their child’s individ-
ual STAAR EOC results
through their school dis-
trict’s family portal or by
visiting TexasAssessment.gov and
using the unique access code
provided by their child’s
school.

STAAR results for stu-
dents in grades 3-8 will be
available this week.

Schools will begin phas-
ing out STAAR end-of-year
testing beginning in the
2027-2028 school year.

EXPERTS WARN CHARTER
SCHOOL BOOM COULD
BUST

The pace of growth of
charter schools in Texas
slowed this past school year,
with experts warning that
the enrollment drops facing
traditional school districts
could begin to affect
charters, The Texas
Tribune reported. With de-
clining birth rates, the
growth of vouchers, and in-
creased immigration en-
forcement, experts say the
growth of charter schools
may soon reverse.

“They’re headed to a cliff,
for sure,” said Bob Temple-
ton, a senior consultant with
an Austin-based public pol-
icy firm called STRIVE.
“And I don’t know if it’s go-
ing to be next year, but it
could definitely be within
five years.”

Texas public schools this

past year experienced their
first non-pandemic enroll-
ment decline in nearly 40
years, with 76,000 fewer
students. The drop was pri-
marily among Hispanic stu-
dents in traditional
neighborhood campuses.
Charter schools still in-
creased enrollment, but at a
lower rate. They now edu-
cate roughly 446,000 stu-
dents, or 8% of the state’s
nearly 5.5 million public
school students.

“It was the changes in
immigration enforcement
that caused the enrollment
to turn the way that it
turned this year, especially
as it relates to the Hispanic
community,” said Temple-
ton.

ABBOTT, ROLLINS UPDATE
TEXANS ON SCREWWORM
RESPONSE

Gov. Greg Abbott and
U.S. Secretary of Agricul-
ture Brooke
Rollins briefed the public on
the state and federal gov-
ernments’ ongoing response
to the threat posed by the
New World Screwworm.
There have been 11 con-
firmed cases in Texas as of
Monday.

The U.S. Department of
Agriculture is importing
and dispersing sterile male
flies to combat the
invasion, and the Texas An-
imal Health Commission
has designated five “infest-
ed zones” that include Coke,
Edwards, Gillespie, Kerr,
Kimble, La Salle, Sutton,
Tom Green, Uvalde, Val
Verde, Webb, and Zavala
counties.

Warm-blooded animals
must pass an inspection be-
fore being authorized for
shipment outside an affect-
ed area.

“Sterile flies are the well-
established solution to the
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spread of the New World
screwworm,” Abbott said.

Ranchers and livestock
owners are urged to remain
vigilant by checking ani-
mals daily and treating
wounds promptly. The
screwworm lays its larvae in
open wounds.

Texans are urged to re-
port any suspected New
World screwworm cases in
livestock to the Texas Ani-
mal Health Commission at
1-800-550-8242 and report
suspected wildlife cases to
the Texas Parks and Wild-
life Department (TPWD) at
(512) 389-4505

ABBOTT TAKES AIM AT
TEXAS DATA CENTERS

Abbott has directed elec-
tric regulators and ERCOT,
the agency that oversees the
electric grid, to require new
data centers to pay for the
power and infrastructure
needed to power their
operations, The Dallas
Morning News reported.
The explosive growth in the
centers is sparking fears
that they will drive up con-
sumer electric bills.

The governor further or-
dered the Public Utility
Commission to ensure that
new data centers actually
reduce residential electric
bills.

“Data centers must oper-
ate in ways that reduce
costs for residential electric-
ity customers, do not drain
water needed for our com-
munities and take into con-
sideration the needs of our
neighborhoods,” Abbott said
in a statement.

He has also proposed new
laws in next year’s legisla-
tive session that would re-
peal a data center sales tax
exemption that could cost
the state billions of dollars
in tax revenue, require data
centers to use water-effi-
cient technologies, and re-
port electric and water
usage.

AGENCY TO SET RULES ON
USING FRACKING
WASTEWATER ON
FARMLAND

Lawmakers have direct-
ed the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality to
lead the charge in setting
water quality guidelines for
using treated oilfield waste-
water on Texas
farmland, The
Tribune reported. As the
state’s demand for water
grows, lawmakers have in-
vested millions of dollars
studying ways to treat the
billions of gallons of toxic
wastewater produced from
fracking operations so it can
be used for irrigation pur-
poses.

Each site where the wa-
ter is to be used will require
its own permit, including
limits on pollutants before
the water is released, and
reporting requirements “as
necessary to ensure protec-
tion of human health and
the environment,” said
Laura Lopez, a TCEQ
spokesperson.

Gary Borders is a veter-
an award-winning Texas
journalist. He published a
number of community news-
papers in Texas during a 30-
year span, including in
Longview, Fort Stockton,
Nacogdoches, Lufkin and
Cedar Park.

Email: gborders@texaspress.com.
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THE

POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

The Stick
Game

When I was 8 years old, I
played a game while on vaca-
tion.

I was visiting the ocean for
the first time. The sand was
dry, and as the waves hit the
beach, I would see which wave
came up highest, and I would
put a stick on the high-water
mark.

I kept doing this. To my
amazement, the record contin-
ued to be broken — not by ev-
ery wave, but within a minute,
a new wave would break in a
place higher up on the beach. I
kept moving the stick higher
and higher up the beach. It was
a very exciting game.

[ didn’t learn about the tide
until much later.

Somehow, the idea that the
waves would simply be outdo-
ing one another didn’t require
an explanation at 8. And, of
course, the notion of a lowering
tide never entered my mind.

I was reminded of that this
morning, and I wondered if I've
ever gotten over playing my
stick-on-the-beach game. Be-
cause I love to break records for
myself. I love to write more and
write faster, walk farther, get
more done. I tally up every day
by what I have accomplished.
This might be because I write
instead of having a real job,
where my hours would be re-
corded or I would be given a per-
formance review. Perhaps I
need to reassure myself that
typing away on my computer re-
ally is proper work.

But I have always done this
— to a greater or lesser degree.
I was once told by a reliable
source (my brother-in-law) that
I must never get a fitness track-
er because watching the num-
bers click up for every step I
took would become a mad com-
pulsion.

I confess, my brother-in-law
knows me well.

For someone who has never
had any interest in competing
with others, I am insatiably
competitive with myself. I am
always looking for the next
wave to hit a higher point on the
beach, and I always assume I
can keep doing it. Up and up
and up.

At some point, the tide has
to go out. And that is a good
thing, or the planet would be
covered by water. (I'm not sure
what being covered by water
would look like, for me person-
ally, but it doesn’t sound good.)

A friend recently asked a
variation on the old question,
“Would you rather be happy or
rich?” by adding, “or content?”
And everyone seemed to agree
that contentment beat out hap-
piness because it was lasting
and stable, and happiness was
so flighty.

I'wasn’t so sure. A little dose
of discontent is what spurs me
to try new and harder things,
to go a little further than I did
the last time, to explore ideas
outside the ones I already know.
I don’t think any of this is bad.
I told him I'd take happiness —
even with its unreliable nature.

But sometimes, I need to rec-
ognize that the tide will go out,
my stick will not move up and
that is OK as well. I guess that
would be contentment. At least
it would be a rest.

Today I am looking at crazy
words I wrote in the middle of
the night, words that look as if
they want to turn into a new
book — and I have not quite fin-
ished the previous one. It seems
like a little rest would be a bet-
ter idea.

But maybe the tide is going
up now, and it’s OK to play the
stick game a little longer. I'm
not a young person, after all,
and the tide will not come up
forever.

Till next time,

Carrie
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LyondellBasell highlights safety, community commitment,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

said.

Globally, Block said Ly-
ondellBasell has about
19,000 employees, sells
products in about 100
countries and operates
manufacturing facilities in
about 20 countries. The
company ranks No. 1 or
No. 2 in several of its ma-
jor markets, including ox-
yfuels, polypropylene,
propylene oxide and poly-
ethylene.

The Channelview facil-
ity, located nearby, has
been operating for 69
years, beginning in 1957.
Block said the site covers
4,000 acres, with about
1,100 acres currently de-
veloped, leaving room for
future growth.

The scale of the opera-
tion is significant. Accord-
ing to Block, the complex
includes about 17 operat-
ing units, 144 reactors and
roughly 260 distillation
columns. The facility
makes about 58 different
products and has approxi-
mately 1,200 employees
and 1,000 contractors on
site each day. During ma-
jor maintenance events,
the number of contractors
can increase by as many as
3,000.

“Lots and lots of folks
come through our door
each and every day to help
us run the plant safely and
efficiently,” Block said.

Block also described the
company’s integrated Gulf
Coast footprint, including
sites in Channelview, La
Porte, Bayport, Mont
Belvieu and Corpus Chris-
ti. He said interconnected
pipelines and storage ar-
eas, including salt dome
storage, allow Lyondell-
Basell to move materials
between facilities as need-
ed.

A major portion of
Block’s presentation fo-
cused on health, safety and
environmental perfor-
mance, which he described

The monthly meeting of the chamber was held at the Crosby Community Center and membership filled the room

for the presentation by LyondellBasell.

as central to the company’s
operations.

“We can’t do what we do
unless we protect our peo-
ple, protect the environ-
ment and protect our
communities,” he said.

The Channelview facil-
ity operates around the
clock. Block said operators
staff control rooms 24
hours a day, seven days a
week, 365 days a year,
monitoring and controlling
processes through comput-
ers and monitors. Outside
operators and mainte-
nance personnel also work
directly with equipment
throughout the site.

The complex also has a
communications center
staffed 24 hours a day. The
center monitors radio com-
munications, answers
emergency and non-emer-
gency calls and helps coor-
dinate emergency response
and weather-related noti-
fications across the site.

On environmental is-
sues, Block said the facili-
ty operates under strict air
and water permit require-
ments. Flares are used to
safely burn gases during
startups, shutdowns, pro-
cess upsets and some rou-
tine operations.

He said wastewater
from the facility is treated

before being discharged
into the San Jacinto Riv-
er, and described the site’s
treatment process as ex-
tensive.

“The water that leaves
our facility, what we call
our wastewater, is actual-
ly cleaner than the water
that we pull out of Lake
Houston,” Block said.

He added that the com-
pany self-reports permit
deviations to state and lo-
cal agencies and investi-
gates those events to
prevent recurrence.

Block said the Channel-
view Complex is also proud
of its safety performance,
which he said routinely
ranks in the top 10 percent
across industry. He said
the site had recorded zero
injuries so far this year
and reached several mil-
lion man-hour safety mile-
stones.

“We work hard every
day to ensure that every-
body that walks in our
gates leaves in the same
condition or better as they
return home to their fami-
lies,” he said.

The site also maintains
a 225-member volunteer
emergency response team,
including fire and hazard-
ous materials responders,
fire apparatus operators,

rescue responders, emer-
gency medical responders
and marine spill respond-
ers. Team members re-
ceive extensive training,
including fire training at
Texas A&M.

Block said the facility
has its own ambulances
and fire trucks, and that
many emergency calls in-
volve personal medical
events such as heart is-
sues, asthma or other ill-
nesses. He said responders
can often reach a patient
within minutes and trans-
port them to a hospital if
necessary.

Weather preparedness
was another key topic.
Block said the facility
plans for hurricanes, thun-
derstorms, lightning,
flooding, freezes and heat.
He said extreme heat is the
most significant weather
issue for workers on the
Texas Gulf Coast.

To address heat, the fa-
cility uses water and ice
stations, electrolyte pack-
ets, work-rest cycles, hy-
dration logs, cooling vests
and air-conditioning units
for certain tasks. He said
the site also begins prepar-
ing for hurricane season
and freezing conditions
well in advance.

Block said some weath-

er events can lead to shut-
downs, most commonly
due to loss of power or
steam. In those cases, safe-
ty systems and emergency
procedures are used to
bring equipment to a safe
state. The company may
also proactively shut down
ahead of a major hurricane
or freeze if expected im-
pacts are severe enough.

Block also addressed
questions about flares,
which are among the most
visible parts of the facili-
ty. He said some candle-
stick flares are between
450 and 500 feet tall and
have pilot flames that re-
main lit so gases can be
safely burned if sent to the
flare.

“They are an essential
safety function,” Block
said.

He said candlestick
flares destroy 98 to 99 per-
cent of the material sent to
them, while ground flares
are about 99.5 percent ef-
ficient. Ground flares, he
said, can produce a large
orange glow that may
alarm residents, but they
are safety devices and not
necessarily signs of dan-
ger.

Block also said flaring
can produce noise, usually
a rumbling sound caused
by the volume of material
sent to the flare and the
steam used in the process.

The company is also
preparing for a major
project known as Flex 2, a
second unit that will con-

vert ethylene into propy-
lene. Block said the tech-
nology is proprietary and
designed to minimize air
emissions by recycling pro-
cess gases and reusing
material wherever possi-
ble.

Another large piece of
equipment, a distillation
tower built in South Korea,
is currently being shipped
to the site and is expected
to arrive in the coming
months.

Block closed by empha-
sizing community out-
reach. He said the
Channelview Community
Outreach Committee
works with communities
including Precinct 2, Pre-
cinct 3, Channelview,
Crosby, Sheldon and High-
lands to identify needs and
determine how employees
can help.

He also described CAP-
LA, the Community Advi-
sory Panel to Lyondell
Equistar, which brings
community members to
the site each month to
learn about operations and
share concerns.

Block encouraged resi-
dents to use the CAER
line, a community aware-
ness and emergency re-
sponse tool that can notify
the public about site activ-
ity, including flaring or
unit upsets.

“The biggest thing is we
feel like we need to be lis-
tening to our community’s
needs and then responding
to those,” Block said.
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Bond decision sparks debate over judicial discretion,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

been to prison multiple
times. He’s done time in
state jail. He’s done time in
county. Matter of fact, the
only time he’s been crime
free is when he’s been
locked up.”

Kahn said Hogan re-
ceived five years of proba-
tion in 2024 for assault
with intent to impede
breathing. While on proba-
tion, Kahn said, Hogan
traveled to Louisiana and
was charged with four fel-
onies, including allega-
tions involving an attempt
to deliver drugs and alco-
hol into a federal correc-
tional facility.

Prosecutors filed a mo-
tion to revoke Hogan’s pro-
bation, Kahn said, but Bell
dismissed the motion and
sentenced Hogan to 30
days in jail, with credit
that reduced the actual
time served to roughly two
days.

“The judge dismissed
the motion to revoke and
gave him 30 days jail with
credit for 13, meaning he
had to do a whopping two
days in jail for violating his
conditions of probation,”
Kahn said. “If the judge
would have taken a good
hard look at his record,
there is no ifs, ands, or
buts. Louis is alive today.
He was failed by our crim-
inal justice system. It is a
cataclysmic failure. None
of this should have ever
happened. He should have
never been out.”

In a separate interview,
Kahn said the decision re-
flected a broader problem
with probation revocations
in Harris County.

“Why bother having
conditions of probation if

Louis Erebia, 56 and his wife Amanda Erebia

you’re never going to en-
force them, especially
when you’re convicted of a
new felony while on proba-
tion?” Kahn said. “What
kind of message are you
sending?”

Kahn called Erebia’s
death “so utterly prevent-
able,” adding, “Our crimi-
nal justice system failed
this family. Miserably.”

Bell has faced similar
criticism before. In a 2023
FOX 26 “Breaking Bond”
report, Judge Tavia Bell,
then presiding over the
339th Criminal District
Court, was criticized after
she revoked and then rein-
stated the bond of 18-year-
old Jamie Salinas, who
had been charged with dis-
arming a police officer. Ac-
cording to the report, Bell
set Salinas’ bond at $7,500.
After Salinas allegedly vi-
olated curfew require-
ments, Bell revoked the
bond but allowed him out

of jail the next day with-
out increasing the bond
amount.

Salinas was later
charged with capital mur-
der in the death of Jamie
Torres, a 26-year-old fa-
ther of four.

“That decision you can
plausibly argue perhaps
cost Mr. Torres his life,”
Kahn said in the FOX 26
report.

Kahn said the problem
is not limited to one case.

“This is judicial discre-
tion, and this is not an
anomaly,” Kahn said. “T've
seen this happen repeated-
ly.”

He said he has asked
state leaders to examine
how courts handle motions
to revoke probation.

“I suggested to the lieu-
tenant governor and the
governor that we take a
good hard look at what’s
going on with motion to re-
voke probations,” Kahn

said. “Like I said, this is
not an anomaly. I've seen
this repeatedly happen.”

During The Isiah Factor
interview, Kahn said judg-
es and courts must con-
front the consequences of
leaving offenders on proba-
tion after new arrests or
convictions.

“How do you allow some-
one who’s already on pro-
bation getting another
conviction while on proba-
tion and still be allowed to
remain on probation?”
Kahn said. “That’s the
question that’s going to
haunt this family and this
community forever.”

April Aguirre, a family
friend, said on the program
that Erebia’s death reflects
a larger failure to hold re-
peat offenders account-
able.

“The truth is, a lot of
people are just tired of be-
ing victimized,” Aguirre
said. “When you get a call
from your son saying, dad,
somebody just put a gun to
my face, I think he reacted
like any father would do.”

Aguirre said the family
wants accountability not
only for the person accused
of shooting Erebia, but also
for others involved.

“I don’t just want the
shooter,” she said. “I want
the getaway driver, and I
want all of his buddies.”

Amber Burrough, Ere-
bia’s sister-in-law, said the
family is trying to honor
Erebia’s life while demand-
ing answers from the jus-
tice system.

“It’s tough because it
should have never hap-
pened,” Burrough said.
“This gentleman has a
record of multiple egre-

gious felonies. He was on
probation. He violated
bond. He should have nev-
er been released in the first
place.”

Burrough said the fam-
ily wants the courts to do
what they believe should
have happened before Ere-
bia was killed.

“I ask that you pray for
my sister,” she said. “I ask
that you pray for my niec-
es and nephews. I ask that
you pray for the victim, the
other victim who was shot
and just released from the
hospital. And most impor-
tantly, I ask that the judi-
cial system works and that
these criminals are pun-
ished to the fullest extent
of the law.”

Kahn said the issue now
belongs not only to Ere-
bia’s family, but to the pub-
lic and lawmakers who
have the power to change
the system.

“This makes a mockery
of the entire system,” Kahn
said. “Very rarely do I see
anybody’s probation re-

voked, and that includes
with a new conviction. And
that to me is the core issue
of this.”

For Erebia’s family,
those questions are no
longer abstract. They are
tied to a husband, father
and community member
they say died while trying
to protect someone else.

“I think the way that
we’re going to cope with
this is honoring the life of
my brother-in-law,” Bur-
rough said, “who was a
man who put his family
first, his faith above every-
thing, and he served his
community.”

062226 ErebiadJudge 01
— Judge Ta’iva Bell is un-
der scrutiny following her
decision to allow 37-year-
old London Hogan out on
bond, even after he had vi-
olated his bond parame-
ters, and then allegedly
shot and killed Louis Ere-
bia. Family, community
members and leaders are
demanding answers.
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Call 713-266-3444

Your AD will reach up to 40,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 20,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $18 for 20 words. A bargain!

I S I I
RV SPACE RV SPACE RV SPAGE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE TO CREDITORS NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Small RV Space Available in Crosby

Nice shade tree on the property

For more information, call:

(281)571-5857

& N
NOTICE OF SALE NOTICE OF SALE NOTICE OF SALE
NOTICE OF SALE

Pursuant to Chapter 59 of the Texas Property Code, Croshy Boat, RV & Mini Storage at
[S118A FM 2100, Crosby, TX 77532, will hold an online auction to satisfy a landlord’s lien at
http://whauctionerosby.hibid.com/auction/current from , July 06, 2026 to July 13, 2026 at 10:00

a.m, Unit H-7, Donvan Nash,

includes but is not limited to: washer/dryer, trampoline,
microwave, heavy duty large (possible 18 wheeler) tarps, and miscellaneous items.

*

Notice is hereby given that Original Letters
Testamentary for Docket No. 540600;
Estate of BLANCHE G. FRASER
Deceased:; In Probate Court No. 2 of Harris
County, Texas, were issued on JUNE 9,
2026 to:

NANCY W. SMITH

The residence address of the
administrator is in Harris County, Texas.
The mailing address is:

c¢/o Weston Cotten
1500 E. Wallisville Road
Highlands, TX 77562

All persons having claims against this
Estate which is currently being
administered are required to present them
within the time and in the manner
prescribed by law.

Dated this JUNE 15, 2026

Dot

by WESTON COTTESN
Attorney for the Estate

Notice is hereby given that Original Letters
Testamentary for Docket No. 544134;
Estate of DAVID LOUIS BYROM
Deceased:; In Probate Court No. 5 of Harris
County, Texas, were issued on JUNE 8,
2026 to:

EDNA MALDONADO BYROM

The residence address of the
administrator is in Harris County, Texas.
The mailing address is:

c/o Weston Cotten
1500 E. Wallisville Road
Highlands, TX 77562

All persons having claims against this
Estate which is currently being
administered are required to present them
within the time and in the manner
prescribed by law.

Dated this JUNE 15, 2026

Doty

by WESTON COTTESN
Attorney for the Estate

SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money B " s i n e s s D i rec t o ry SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

()
o { SERVICE VEHICLE INSPECTIONS
HOOT i a0t M.
HENDERSOW ¢ 713-702-3200
"l \ W\ JORNKY GAEAE 9115, WA
OWNER-INSPECTOR HICHLANDS TX. 77562

281-428-1187
1-800-345-8471

Sales & Repair Service
Baytown, Texas
John Henderson

628 Cedar Bayou Rd.

N\
Graphics Unlimited, Inc.

CORPORATE GRAPHICS AT ITS BEST

Signs & Banners
281-462-1200

www.graphicsunlimitedinc.net
213 Kernohan « Croshy, TX 77532

WESTON COTITEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS
281-421-4050 1500 E. Wallisville Rd.

NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL
SPECIALIZATION

FILL DIRT
/A\ BANK SAND
I.I ILL ROADBASE
MATE RIALS B L

119 Listi Ln, Highlands hillmaterials.com

WE DELIVER TO YOU

(281)843-5000

residential - commercial - industrial

SMALL ADS BRING BIG RESULTS
Ask about our Business Directory

13 Weeks + Story + Display for $260
Ask about our Ribbon Cutting Package

Package

Photo + Story + Web for $260

713-266-3444

RODNEY SIMS FIREARMS

FIREARMS INSTRUCTOR
LTC COURSES
GUN SALES

RODNEYSSIMS70@GMAIL.COM
(936) 391-5746
CROSBY, TEXAS

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details
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Eric Andre, Left, and John Cena star in “Little Brother.”

“Little Brother.”

“House of the Drag-
on: Season 3” (TV-MA)
— Fans of the “House of
the Dragon” series have
been waiting two years for
this season premiere, and
because much of the sec-
ond season was a build-up
to the third season. Eight
episodes long, the season
kicked off on June 21 with
episodes premiering every
Sunday night at 9 p.m.
ET. Heads of Team Black,
Matt Smith (“The Death of
Bunny Munro”) and
Emma D’Arcy (“Rhoda”),
are back in their respec-
tive roles of Daemon and
Rhaenyra as they brace
themselves for war
against Team Green. At
the end of last season,
viewers learned that Otto
Hightower was taken cap-
tive, Rhaena finally found
her wild dragon, and
“King” Aegon and Larys
fled the city together in se-
cret. Get your flagons of
wine and mead ready for

what should be a memora-
ble season! (HBO Max)
“Little Brother” (R) —
Guess we’ve lived long
enough to see John Cena
(“Heads of State”) go from
playing the funny guy in
a buddy comedy to playing
the serious one! (What
range, am I right?) In this
film premiering June 26,
Cena plays Rudd, a type-
A real estate agent who
lives an orderly life with
his wife (Michelle Mon-
aghan) and sons. When he
receives sudden news that
his estranged “brother,”
Marcus (Eric Andre), was
in a car accident, the inci-
dent leads them to recon-
nect. The thing is ...
Marcus isn’t really Rudd’s
brother; they met as kids
through a “Big Brother,
Little Brother” program.
So, when Marcus starts
causing havoc in Rudd’s
perfect life, Rudd wonders
if having a brotherly bond
is worth all this trouble.

Ego Nwodim (“Saturday
Night Live”) and Christo-
pher Meloni (“IF”) co-star.
(Netflix)

“Strung” (TV-MA) —
This latest Peacock origi-
nal film is a psychological
thriller from Blumhouse
Productions, led by Chloe
Bailey (“Fight Night: The
Million Dollar Heist”) and
Lynn Whitfield (“Eyes of
Wakanda”). Bailey plays a
violinist named Layla,
who signs on to be a live-
in music tutor for a young
girl from a wealthy fami-
ly. Upon meeting the
young girl, Layla is put off
by an odd mask that the
girl carries, as well as an
ominous air that perme-
ates the house. On top of
this, the girl’s mother,
Jasmine (Coco Jones), be-
comes increasingly hostile
toward Layla, leaving her
to think that she made a
terrible mistake in taking
this job. Lucien Lavis-
count (“People We Meet on
Vacation”) and Anna Diop
(“The Man in My Base-
ment”) co-star in the film,
which premieres on June
26. (Peacock)

“Queens of the Dead”
(TV-MA) — This campy
zombie-comedy film is a
great watch for Pride
Month, and hopefully, it’ll
pave the way for more
queer horror in the future.
Led by Katy O’Brian
(“Love Lies Bleeding”), the
film takes place on the
night of a giant warehouse
party in Bushwick. Club
owner Dre (O’Brian) is
scattered in her prepara-
tion for the party, which
makes her warehouse the
prime spot for a zombie at-
tack. Later that night, as
zombies start blending
into the chaos of the par-
ty, drag queens, club kids
and disco dolls are forced
to join forces and put up a
gnarly fight against the
monsters. Premieres June
26. (Hulu)

(c) 2026 King Features
Synd., Inc.

HOLLYWOOD — We first noticed Jas-
on Momoa in the series “Stargate Atlan-
tis” (2005-2009), then in “Conan the
Barbarian” (2011), and finally in “Aqua-
man” (2018). Twenty-five films later,
there’s no doubt that he’s a superstar! He’s
completed six films that are currently
awaiting release.

The first is “Supergirl,” led by Milly Al-
cock with David Corenswet as Superman,
and it opens on June 26. In October,
“Street Fighter” comes out, in which Mo-
moa co-stars with Noah Centineo (star of
the upcoming film “John Rambo”), as well
as Curtis “60 Cent” Jackson. Then there’s
“Dune: Part Three,” which opens on Dec.
18. In addition, he’s joining Andy Samberg
in the action/comedy “Protecting Jared.”

Momoa’s also confirmed to star in the
next “Superman” film called “Man of To-
morrow” with Corenswet, Nicholas Hoult,
Rachel Brosnahan and Nathan Fillion for
a July 2027 release date. Now he’s pre-
paring to shoot “A Minecraft Movie
Squared” (with Jack Black and Kirsten
Dunst) for a July 2027 release as well.
(The original “Minecraft Movie” cost $150
million and made $961.2 million.)

Momoa was married to Lisa Bonet from
2017-2020, but they officially divorced in
2024. (They produced a daughter, 18, and
a son, 17.) Momoa’s now dating Adria Ar-
jona, who played Dorothy Gale in “Emer-
ald City” (2017). She also starred in
“Father of the Bride” (2022) and “Hit Man”
(2023).

Arjona’s now shooting the action/thrill-
er “Onslaught” (with Dan Stevens), which
opens in September. Additionally, she has
“The Thomas Crown Affair” with Michael
B. Jordan and Lily Gladstone landing in
March 2027; “Man of Tomorrow” with
Momoa; “Alpha Gang” with Cate
Blanchett, Chris Pine and Dave Bautista;
and the erotic thriller “Scorn” with Kings-
ley Ben-Adir of “Peaky Blinders.” Momoa
turns 47 in August, while Arjona is 34.

feskesk

The unforgettable “Harry Potter” lead
Daniel Radcliffe was set to star in the Viet-
nam War thriller “Trust the Man” with
Oscar nominee Lucas Hedges (“Manches-
ter by the Sea”), but Hedges had to bow
out due to the comedy “Love Is Not the
Answer.” The latter was written and di-

Actress Adria Arjona (Upcoming in “Onslaught”)

rected by Michael Cera, and Pamela
Anderson, Steve Coogan and Jamie Dor-
nan co-star. (Theyre shooting in Otta-
wa, Ontario, Canada.)

Radcliffe saved the day by suggesting
that his “Merrily We Roll Along” co-star
Jonathan Groff take Hedges’ place. (Both
Radcliffe and Groff won Tony Awards for
the 2023 Broadway revival.) Groff also
returned to Broadway as Bobby Darin for
“Just in Time.” But here lies the rub. ...
Why take these two huge Broadway mu-
sical stars and cast them in a Vietnam
War movie that definitely isn’t a musi-
cal?

sk

Aaron Sorkin has written, is produc-
ing and is directing a sequel to “The So-
cial Network,” titled “The Social
Reckoning.” It stars Jeremy Allen White,
Jeremy Strong, 2025 Best Actress Oscar
winner Mikey Madison (“Anora”), and
comic Bill Burr. It’s set for an October
premiere. Why’d it take so long for him
to come up with a sequel for his “Social
Network,” which cost $40 million and
grossed a whopping $225 million? Was
he anti-"Social” for 16 years?

(c) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

ENTERTAINMENT
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