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Missing Dog Rescued from

Anahuac Marsh

The Chambers County
Sheriff’s Office Animal
Services Division and the
department’s Marine Unit

rescued a six-year-old dog
named Tito.

- See story in page 5.
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CHCC to Host
New Educator

Luncheon

The Crosby Huffman
Chamber of Commerce is
proud to announce its
upcoming “New Educators
Luncheon,” a special event
dedicated to welcoming the
newest teachers and staff
Jjoining the Crosby and
Huffman Independent
School Districts for the
2026-2027 school year.

Set for Monday, July 27
at 12:00 PM, the luncheon
will take place in the Crosby
High School Cafeteria. This
annual gathering serves as
a bridge between the
community and its schools,
offering new educators the
chance to connect with
local business leaders,
community advocates, and
essential resources while
officially welcoming them to
the area.

“The luncheon is a chance
to show our educators just
how much this community
values them,” said a
Chamber representative.
“We want to ensure their
first impression is a positive
and memorable one.”

Community Support
Requested

To make the event a
success, the Chamber is
actively seeking support
from local businesses and
residents in two key areas:

Sponsors Needed:
Businesses are encouraged
to sponsor the event to
showecase their support for
educators while gaining
valuable visibility within the
district.

Giveaway Items: The
Chamber is asking for
donations of door prizes,
gift cards, school supplies,
and promotional items. To
ensure every educator
receives a meaningful
welcome gift, the
organization requests that
all giveaway donations have
a minimum value of $50.

For sponsorship
opportunities or to donate

items, please contact the
Crosby Huffman Chamber
of Commerce directly. The
event reflects the Chamber's
ongoing mission to
“Connect, Support, and
Welcome,” embodying their
motto: Investing in
Educators. Investing in Our
Future.

From Mission Field to Community
Service, Holloway Takes Helm at CUIC

By David Taylor
Managing Editor

CROSBY — Jeff Holloway
D.D. has spent much of his life
serving others, from the church-
es and classrooms of Crosby to
remote mountain villages in
Honduras. Now, the longtime
minister and missionary has re-
turned home to lead Churches
United in Caring, the Crosby-
area nonprofit known for help-
ing families facing poverty,
hunger and other needs.

Holloway, a Crosby native
who moved to the community
when he was 7 years old, has
been named executive director of
Churches United in Caring, com-
monly known as CUIC. For Hol-
loway, the role is both new and
familiar. He remembers when
the ministry began in the early
1980s after local churches re-
sponded to needs in the commu-
nity, including families living in
“tent cities” near the San Jacin-
to River.

“I was around when we first

Jeff and Michelle Holloway will be working together at
Churches United In Caring alongside LeeAnn Lockwood
as the ministry expands to serve the community. Jeff
joins as the new executive director.

started it,” Holloway said. “I remember
when it started and how it started. We
helped out all those years with our church,
and there were a lot of people from our
church serving here.”

Holloway said he has long admired
CUIC’s mission of meeting immediate
needs for struggling families.

“There’s a great ministry here,”
he said. “I love their mission — to
help the impoverished and help
meet those needs in their life.”

His return to Crosby follows five
years of mission work in Hondu-
ras, where he and his wife,
Michelle, served among the Lenca
people in mountain villages near
the borders of El Salvador, Guate-
mala and Honduras. Holloway said
the Lenca were considered an un-
reached people group, with fewer
than 2% identifying as Christian.

“My heart is with going to where
we’re needed,” Holloway said. “We
were able to help the ministry de-
velop those areas, especially edu-
cation, discipleship and helping
pastors learn how to share the gos-
pel and make disciples.”

The work went beyond church
ministry. Holloway said he helped
support villages through evange-
lism, discipleship, biblical financial
training and practical assistance
aimed at helping local churches
become stronger and more self-sus-
taining.

“We wanted the indig-
enous churches to not rely
on foreign help to grow,”
he said. “They need to be
on their own.”

That same concern for
long-term stability is part
of what Holloway hopes to
bring to CUIC. While he
said his first task is to
learn the organization,
support volunteers and
understand the scope of
ongoing services, he also
sees opportunities for the
community to think more
broadly about poverty,
homelessness and finan-
cial stability.

“The immediate future
is me just growing and
learning how to help best
here so that I can facili-
tate our volunteers to do
what they’re doing,” Hol-
loway said. “There’s a lot
of work to be done.”

Continued. See NEW EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR HOPES, Page 6

GCCISD Fine Arts Continues Historic Momentum
with First-Ever TAEA District of Distinction

Story by: Nancy Bonds
GCCISD Director of
Communications

Goose Creek CISD (GC-
CISD) has been named a
2025-2026 Texas Art Ed-
ucation Association
(TAEA) District of Distinc-
tion, marking the first
time in the district’s histo-

District of Distinction rec-
ognition must meet or ex-
ceed a rigorous 14-point
rubric evaluating excel-
lence in visual arts pro-
gramming, including
student opportunities, edu-
cator involvement in profes-
sional organizations,
exhibitions, competitions,
community engagement,

ry that it has received this

field experiences, service

prestigious statewide hon-
or.

Presented by the Texas
Art Education Associa-
tion’s Visual Art Adminis-
trators of Texas (VAAT),
the District of Distinction
designation recognizes
school districts that dem-
onstrate exceptional lead-
ership, commitment, and

achievement in visual arts
education. More than
1,200 Texas school dis-
tricts were eligible to ap-
ply this year, with only 109
districts earning the dis-
tinction.

The recognition adds to
a growing list of recent
Fine Arts accomplish-
ments for GCCISD. Earli-

Highlands Rotary Club Begins New
Rotary Year with First Meeting

By Gerardo Hernandez
STAFF WRITER

HIGHLANDS — The
Highlands Rotary Club
held its first meeting of the
new Rotary year under the
leadership of President
Connie Russell at Carla’s
Snak Shak.

During the meeting,
members voted to hold the
club’s first meeting of each
month in the evening at a
local restaurant as part of
an effort to provide addi-
tional opportunities for fel-
lowship and community
engagement.

Club officials said more
information about upcom-
ing meeting dates, loca-
tions and community
service projects will be an-
nounced in the coming
weeks.

Source: Highlands Rota-
ry Club Facebook page.

er this year, the district
was also named one of the
Best Communities for Mu-
sic Education by the
NAMM Foundation, high-
lighting the district’s con-
tinued commitment to
providing exceptional Fine
Arts opportunities for all
students.

Districts receiving the

learning, and interdiscipli-
nary collaboration.

“This recognition is a tes-
tament to the incredible
work of our visual arts ed-
ucators and the strong sup-
port of our district,
campuses, students, par-
ents, and community,” said
Dr. Ray Lavan, Director of
Fine Arts for Goose Creek

CISD. “Being named a
TAEA District of Distinc-
tion for the first time in
our district’s history re-
flects years of dedication
to providing students with
meaningful artistic expe-
riences that foster creativ-
ity, critical thinking, and
lifelong learning.”

The recognition high-
lights the strength of
Goose Creek CISD’s com-
prehensive visual arts
program, which serves
students from elementary
through high school by
providing high-quality in-
struction and opportuni-
ties to showcase their

Continued. See GOOSE CREEK CISD
FINE ARTS EARNS, page 2

Crosby-Huffman Chamber
Welcomes Music Academy

David Taylor, center, cuts the ribbon at the ceremony with the Crosby-Huffman
Chamber of Commerce last Friday at Crosby Brethren Church/Church of the Resur-
rection in Crosby. Taylor was joined by family, friends, parents, and students of the
music academy. They currently offer private lessons in piano, guitar, voice, and have
plans to hire additional instrumental teachers this fall.
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GOOSE CREEK CISD NEWS

POINT Alternative Center Selected
as Texas Association of Alternative
Education Showcase School

Pictured, from left, Bill Kimbel, former POINT Alternative Center Principal, and Faith Smith-Chew, POINT Alternative
Center Assistant Principal. Photo by Nancy Bonds.

Story By: Nancy Bonds
GCCISD Director Of Communications

BAYTOWN - POINT Alternative Center has been named one of only two
Texas Association of Alternative Education (TAAE) Showcase Schools for 2026,
in recognition of the campus’s innovative approach to student success and al-
ternative education.

POINT was chosen to present at the 36th Annual TAAE Conference, Alter-
native by Design: Different Paths, Same Promise, held June 30 in Bryan, Tex-
as. Former Principal Bill Kimbel and Assistant Principal Faith Smith-Chew
presented the campus’s successful practices to educators from across the state.

The Showcase School designation recognizes alternative education programs
that demonstrate innovation, measurable student outcomes, and practices that
can serve as models for other schools.

“This recognition reflects the incredible commitment of our entire staff to
ensuring every student has the opportunity to succeed,” said Kimbel. “Becom-
ing a Showcase School has been a goal of ours for the past three years. Every
decision we’ve made has centered on creating opportunities for students to be
successful while building a culture where they feel valued and capable of achiev-
ing more. To be recognized as one of only two Showcase Schools in Texas is an
honor for our campus and our district.”

Over the past several years, POINT has implemented a number of initiatives
focused on improving student outcomes. Among its most significant accomplish-
ments is reducing the campus recidivism rate from 13 percent to 8 percent by
increasing student accountability and providing meaningful behavioral sup-
ports.

One key initiative requires students enrolled in Edgenuity for extended place-
ments to successfully complete at least one course before returning to their
home campus. The campus has also expanded opportunities for students through
partnerships with local businesses and organizations, providing career explo-
ration, guest speakers, and an annual career fair featuring representatives from
public safety agencies, local employers, and community organizations.

The campus also developed the POINT Card system, a positive behavior pro-
gram created collaboratively by staff. Students earn points for demonstrating
positive behaviors and participating in campus activities. Those points can be
used to earn incentives, including reductions in placement time. Kimbel also
meets personally with every student’s parent or guardian to review progress
and encourage family involvement.

POINT’s recent move into a new facility has further enhanced the campus’
ability to serve students by providing additional classrooms and increased space
to support specialized instruction, including special education services. The cam-
pus continues to explore opportunities to expand course offerings to meet the
diverse needs of its students.

In addition to its work on campus, POINT has built a culture of continuous
improvement among staff. Teachers regularly collaborate through professional
learning communities and visit other disciplinary alternative education pro-
grams to share best practices and strengthen instructional strategies. The cam-
pus has also maintained exceptionally low teacher turnover, creating consistency
for students and families.

The campus culture is guided by the phrase “Be Curious, Not Judgmental,”
which encourages staff to approach every student with empathy and a commit-
ment to helping them overcome challenges.

By being selected as a Showcase School, POINT Alternative Center joins an
elite group of alternative education programs recognized for transforming stu-
dent outcomes and advancing excellence in alternative education across Texas.

Goose Creek CISD Fine Arts
earns first ever TAEA,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

rounded education en-

creativity through exhibi-
tions, competitions, com-
munity partnerships, and
collaborative learning ex-
periences.

“This achievement be-
longs to every visual arts
educator in Goose Creek
CISD,” Dr. Lavan added.
“Their passion for teach-
ing, commitment to stu-
dent success, and
dedication to excellence
continue to elevate the arts
throughout our district.

Together with our recent
Best Communities for Mu-
sic Education recognition,
this distinction reflects our
commitment to providing a
comprehensive Fine Arts
education where every stu-
dent has the opportunity to
discover and develop their
creative potential.”

The TAEA District of
Distinction award recog-
nizes districts that provide
students with a well-

riched by outstanding vi-
sual arts opportunities and
a demonstrated commit-
ment to artistic excellence.
GCCISD will be formal-
ly recognized and present-
ed with the District of
Distinction award on No-
vember 13, 2026, during
the Texas Art Education
Association Fall Confer-
ence at Moody Gardens in
Galveston, Texas.

SMALL ADS REPEATED GET

RESULTS.
113-266-3444

Power Restored
Along SH 146 After
Overnight Crash

By Gerardo Hernandez
STAFF WRITER

BAYTOWN — Pow-
er has been restored to
businesses along a sec-
tion of SH 146 follow-
ing an overnight crash
that damaged a utility
pole and caused a tem-
porary outage Satur-
day morning.

According to offi-
cials, the outage affect-
ed commercial
businesses along the
west side of SH 146 be-
tween South Loop 207
and Interstate 10 after
a one-vehicle crash im-
pacted the utility infra-
structure.

CenterPoint Energy
crews responded to the
scene and worked to
complete repairs. An
update issued at 11:15
a.m. Saturday con-

firmed that power had been fully restored.

Motorists were urged to use caution while trav-
eling through the area as crews worked near the
roadway. Officials reminded drivers to remain
alert and watch for emergency and utility per-
sonnel in active work zones.
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Mont Belvieu Officials Thank City Staff
for Successful Fourth of July Celebration

Gerardo Hernandez
STAFF WRITER

MONT BELVIEU —
City officials are recogniz-
ing the efforts of municipal
employees and depart-
ments who helped make
Mont Belvieu’s Fourth of
July celebration a safe and
successful community
event.

The City of Mont
Belvieu thanked staff
members across multiple
departments for their work
behind the scenes to orga-
nize and support the Inde-
pendence Day festivities,
which brought residents
together for a day of cele-
bration.

Officials highlighted the
contributions of the city’s

Parks & Recreation De-
partment, Public Works,
Fire & EMS, Police De-
partment, MB Link, Mar-
keting & Communications,

Facilities & Maintenance,
and other city teams that
helped ensure the event
ran smoothly.

“The City of Mont

Belvieu team came togeth-
er to create a safe, fun and
memorable celebration for
our community,” city offi-
cials said.

Leaders expressed ap-
preciation to all employees
and departments involved
in planning, preparing and
carrying out the event, not-

ing that their teamwork
helped provide residents
with an enjoyable Fourth
of July experience.

Chambers County Honors Fallen Deputy Shane
Detwiler on Anniversary of Line-of-Duty Death

By Gerardo Hernandez
STAFF WRITER

CHAMBERS COUN-
TY — The Chambers
County Sheriff’s Office re-
cently honored the life and
service of Deputy Shane
Detwiler, remembering his
dedication to his country,
his community and the law
enforcement profession.

Seventeen years ago, on
July 13, 2009, Deputy De-
twiler was killed in the line
of duty while serving the
citizens of Chambers
County.

Before joining the
Chambers County Sheriff’s
Office, Detwiler served in
the U.S. Army during Op-
eration Iraqi Freedom,

Deputy Shane Detwiler

where he earned the
Bronze Star for his heroic
and meritorious service.
After graduating from
Sam Houston State Uni-
versity, he began his law
enforcement career as a
Texas Game Warden be-
fore becoming a member of
the Chambers County
Sheriff’s Office family.

New Trattic Signal Installed
Near Barbers Hill High School

A new pedestrian-activated traffic signal on Perry Drive

By Gerardo Hernandez
STAFF WRITER

MONT BELVIEU — A
new pedestrian-activated
traffic signal on Perry
Drive near the Barbers
Hill High School tennis
courts is now in operation
to provide a safer crossing
for students, staff and vis-
itors.

According to Barbers
Hill Independent School
District, the new signal,
known as a High-Intensi-

ty Activated CrossWalK
(HAWK) beacon, became
operational Monday, July
13. The beacon is designed
to stop vehicle traffic only
when pedestrians activate
the signal to cross the
roadway.

District officials said the
installation is intended to
improve pedestrian safety
in an area with frequent
student and visitor traffic.

As motorists adjust to
the new traffic pattern, the
district is urging drivers to

slow down, remain alert
for pedestrians and obey
all traffic signs and sig-
nals.

Officials noted that the
HAWK beacon is a fully
enforceable traffic signal.
Because Perry Drive is
now a signalized intersec-
tion at the crossing, driv-
ers should be prepared to
stop whenever the beacon
is activated and watch for
vehicles already stopped
ahead to help prevent rear-
end collisions.

“Shane’s ultimate sacri-
fice will forever be remem-
bered and we honor his
service. I ask that you pray
for comfort for his family
and friends,” Chambers
County Sheriff Brian Haw-
thorne said.

The Sheriff’s Office said
Detwiler’s commitment to
protecting and serving oth-
ers continues to be remem-
bered by his family,
friends, fellow law enforce-
ment officers and the com-
munity he served.

Officials encouraged
residents to join them in
honoring Deputy Detwil-
er’s legacy and remember-
ing the sacrifice he made
in the line of duty.
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Zohran Mandani’s
bogus opposition

Zohran Mamdani’s bogus explanation for op-
posing Israel

It’s a shame, really. New York City Mayor Zo-
hran Mamdani is such a strong supporter of plu-
ralism that he has to single out the state of Israel
for unique opprobrium. Asked by Jonathan Karl
of ABC News in an interview for “This Week”
whether he supports Israel’s status as a Jewish
state, Mamdani said he doesn’t — he’d only sup-
port Israel “as a state with equal rights.”

“I believe that any state that privileges one re-
ligion over another is one that I can’t tell you I
support,” he continued, “whether it be Israel or
Saudi Arabia or anywhere else.”

Mamdani makes it sound as though Israel is a
theocracy, and so he has to withhold his support
until such time as it meets his exacting standards
for state neutrality in religious matters and free-
dom of conscience.

The same is true, sadly, of Saudi Arabia. When
was the last time, though, that you heard Mam-
dani or his movement, the Democratic Socialists
of America, inveighing with great moral passion
against Saudi Arabia?

This Mamdani line of argument is built on a
falsehood about Israel and is transparently an ex-
ercise in bad faith and double standards.

Israel doesn’t have an official religion — re-
peat, it has no state religion. Instead, it is the
homeland for Jews. Its Basic Law says that Isra-
el is “the nation-state of the Jewish people, in
which it realizes its natural, cultural, religious
and historical right to self-determination.” In oth-
er words, Israel is for the Jews in much the same
way, say, that Poland is for the Poles or Japan for
the Japanese.

That these countries have distinct national
identities defined by the peoples who live in them
doesn’t mean they aren’t free societies. The Is-
raeli Declaration of Independence says the Jew-
ish state “will ensure complete equality of social
and political rights to all its inhabitants irrespec-
tive of religion, race or sex; it will guarantee free-
dom of religion, conscience, language, education
and culture.”

And, indeed, there is freedom of religion in Is-
rael. Christian, Muslim, Druze and Baha’i com-
munities maintain their own religious institutions
and are free to worship as they please. The wrin-
kle is that — in an inheritance from the Ottoman
Empire — Israel recognizes various religions and
gives their courts authority over matters such as
marriage and divorce.

To liken any of this to Saudi Arabia is perverse.
The desert kingdom is an absolute monarchy with
no political rights and a state-enforced official re-
ligion; the Quran is its constitution.

If Mamdani were sincere in saying he cannot
support any state that privileges one religion over
another, he’d have to set himself against most
Muslim countries in the world, which make Is-
lam their official religion and often discriminate
against religious minorities. He’d have to look
askance at Nordic countries, where there are es-
tablished churches. He’d hate England for the of-
ficial status of the Anglican Church, and utterly
disdain Greece for its special recognition of the
Eastern Orthodox Church.

Mamdani, by the way, recently skipped New
York City’s Israel Day parade but attended the
Pakistan Day parade, despite the fact that Islam
is Pakistan’s state religion and religious minori-
ties face legal and informal discrimination in the
Islamic Republic of Pakistan.

More consequentially, if the mayor took his
pluralism seriously, he would oppose a Palestin-
ian state on grounds that Palestinian society
needs to further evolve to embrace Western norms
— lest we risk creating a new Islamic state that
represses its people and rests on a foundation of
Islamic law.

Of course, Mamdani will never do this. His pur-
ported universalism is a pretext, a way to dress
up his irrational animus toward Israel.

Mamdani told Jonathan Karl that his view on
Israel “comes back to a fundamental belief that
we should all be considered equal.” Such is the
mayor’s commitment to equality that he singles
out one people and one state for particular oblo-
quy and asks us to believe that pluralism demands
that the Jews cannot have a homeland.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.

(c) 2026 by King Features Synd., Inc.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Opinions expressed here are not necessarily that of
this newspaper or its staff. YOUR OPINION is welcome. Send a letter
for possible publication to Grafikpress Newspapers, 5832 Star Lane,
Houston TX 77057 or an email to GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com. Please limit
your words to about 200. Letters will be subject to editing. Thank you.

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS

By Gary Borders
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Texas Home Insurers See Record Profits

Preliminary data indi-
cates Texas home insurers
earned a 22% profit on pre-
miums collected last year,
according to the Houston
Chronicle. It was the best
year insurers have had in two
decades and follows several
years of double-digit rate in-
creases and flat or slightly
negative returns for insurers
due to increased natural di-
sasters.

Insurance rates increased
statewide by an average of
4.3% last year, according to
the Texas Department of In-
surance, which was signifi-
cantly lower than the rate
increases of preceding years.
Homeowners were still pay-
ing about 80% more for home
insurance in 2025 than they
paid in 2020.

Texas Department of In-
surance Commissioner
Amanda Crawford said given
the profits Texas insurers
reaped last year, they
should “strongly consider
whether or not a rate de-
crease might be in order.”
However, insurers can
change their rates without
getting state approval.

Rates in Texas are among
the highest in the country.

TALARICO FAR OUTPACES
OPPONENT IN FUNDRAISING

State Rep. James Talari-
co continues to dominate
fundraising in the U.S. Sen-
ate race, raising $30 million
in the second quarter, accord-
ing to The Dallas Morning
News. Meanwhile, Paxton re-
ported his strongest fundrais-
ing quarter so far, with his
campaign saying most dona-
tions came after the attorney
general ousted Sen. John
Cornyn in a late-May runoff.

“We are uniting Texans
onto one team to change this
broken, corrupt political sys-
tem and bring down costs for
working families,” Talarico
said in a statement.

The Paxton campaign said
its increased fundraising suc-
cess reflects donor enthusi-
asm to “send a proven
conservative fighter” to the
U.S. Senate.

APPEALS COURT REJECTS BID
TO REVIVE TEXAS DREAM ACT

In a 2-1 decision, the
5th U.S. Circuit of Appeals
rejected an appeal of a 2025
ruling that struck down the de-

cades-old Texas Dream Act,
which allowed Texas students
without legal status to pay in-
state college tuition, the Texas
Standard reported.

Until the Texas Dream Act
was overturned last summer,
students without legal status
qualified for in-state tuition if
they lived in Texas for at least
three years and graduated
from a Texas high school or
earned a GED. About 57,000
students without legal status
were enrolled in Texas colleg-
es in 2022.

The appeals court decision
means affected students will
continue to pay out-of-state
tuition rates at Texas public
colleges and universities.

STATE LAUNCHES TEXAS
CLASSROOM COMMISSION

A new teacher-led initia-
tive, aimed at “putting Tex-
as educators at the center of
shaping the future of public
education,” was launched last
week. The Texas Classroom
Commission will be led by
Courtney Boswell Mac-
Donald of Kerrville, a former
teacher and current chair of
the State Board for Educator
Certification.

“The Texas Classroom
Commission will bring to-
gether exemplary public-
school educators to identify
innovative solutions that
help students succeed, im-
prove the learning environ-
ment in classrooms, and
strengthen our schools,” Gov.
Greg Abbott said.

The commission will con-
sist of current and retired
public school classroom
teachers. It will deliver rec-
ommendations to the Texas
Legislature before the start of
the 90th legislative session in
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HISTORICALLY STRONG EL
NINO LIKELY COMING THIS
FALL

El Nifo, one of the plan-
et’s most powerful climate
patterns, is quickly gaining
strength and has an 81%
chance of reaching historic
strength this fall, the Austin
American-Statesman reported.
That could mean cooler, wetter
weather in Texas, according to
meteorologist Mary Wasson.

During the last super El
Nifio event, in 2015-2016,
Central Texas, in particular,
experienced two of its largest
floods. However, a strength-
ening El Nifo typically re-
duces the threat of tropical
storms and hurricanes im-
pacting the Texas Gulf Coast.

Above-normal rainfall is
favored in West Texas this
fall, with wetter conditions
expanding statewide by De-
cember, Wasson wrote.

TEXAS’ ACA ENROLLMENT
SHRINKS BY 4% AFTER TAX
CREDIT EXPIRES

The number of Texans
who paid for their first month
of Affordable Care Act cover-
age dropped 4%, The
Tribune reported. It was the
state’s first year-over-year
decline since 2019. The de-
crease comes after a pandem-
ic-era subsidy of ACA
premiums expired at the end
of last year.

The enrollment decline
was less steep in Texas than
most other states, according
to data from the Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid Ser-
vices. The state’s ACA popu-
lation fell from 3.42 million
in 2025 to 3.28 million in
2026 after the tax credit ex-
pire and premiums rose.

“We saw record growth in
ACA enrollment when there
was an enhanced premium
tax credit,” said Justin Lo, a
senior researcher for nation-
al health policy group KFF.
“This is the first time we've
seen a decrease in enroll-
ment.”

RESEARCHERS TO LAUNCH
TEXAS WINE GRAPES INTO
SPACE

Researchers at Texas
A&M AgriLife are getting
ready to launch Texas wine
grape seeds into space,
the Texas Standard reported.
The plants will be placed on
TAMU-SPIRIT-1, an orbital
research platform that will be
flown above the Internation-
al Space Station.

The grape seeds will orbit
the Earth for six months be-
fore returning to be planted
and examined.

Adrej Svyantek, an assis-
tant professor and viticulture
specialist at AgriLife, said
the experiment could reveal
what happens to the seeds
when they are exposed to cos-
mic radiation. That could
help guide which crops are
grown aboard space plat-
forms when long-term hu-
man occupation in space
increases.

Gary Borders is a veteran
award-winning Texas jour-
nalist. He published a num-
ber of community
newspapers in Texas during
a 30-year span, including in
Longview, Fort Stockton,
Nacogdoches, Lufkin and Ce-
dar Park.

Email: gborders@texaspress.com.

_'*—

THE

POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

Raspberry Time

As far as I know, most of
my people were farmers. On
both my parents’ sides, my
Scandinavian ancestors came
across the ocean looking for
better topsoil. I know immi-
grants came for many rea-
sons—to start businesses and
escape oppression and to avoid
starvation. But, as far as I
know, my ancestors were in
search of better dirt. And they
found it. A full foot of topsoil
was a treasure beyond mea-
sure to these farmers who had
tried to make a living on rocky
soil.

Perhaps it is why I am not
a gardener. I suspect [ have a
lot of my ancestors still in me.
Perhaps I am rebelling against
the work that was in my fami-
ly’s life blood. But however I
might feel about planting and
weeding, I think there is some-
thing within me that recogniz-
es the cycles of the seasons,
the coming of summer and the
pause that comes in the mid-
dle of the summer.

Every year, I try to cele-
brate the summer solstice. I
start a new journal. I read my
journal from the last six
months. I take a long walk late
in the evening. I try to make
note of the fact that this is the
longest day of the year to be
more mindful of the passage
of time. And since I grew up
in a northern state, I always
felt I should take advantage of
the short, warm months.

It only occurred to me this
year that the summer might
be a good time to rest.

The seeds are in the
ground. The harvest is months
away. While a farmer never
had the luxury of idleness, it
is too late to do any more
planting, this time of year.
There comes a point when we
have done all we can do, and
we must wait for the harvest.

“Will you pick my raspber-
ries?” my sister asked.

“Can I eat some of them?”

“Of course!”

“Then yes, I certainly will.”

My sister is going to Argen-
tina with her husband and her
son to meet her daughter, Isa-
belle, who has been working
there for the past year. They
will have a terrific time, with
Isabelle as a tour guide. They
will see a lot and do a lot and
make amazing memories.

My sister is a teacher. She
grabs the summer with a gus-
to that astonishes me every
year. She flies out the door on
the first day that school is out
with more plans and activities
than I would attempt in many
months. She is a flurry of
camping and gardening and
traveling and home improve-
ment, and she can never be-
lieve how soon September rolls
around.

Meanwhile, I have no plans
to go anywhere except “up
north” to visit my parents all
summer long. And I am not at
all unhappy about it.

Because I finally realized
that, for me, the summer is not
about getting busier. The
spring was busy. The fall will
be busier. This time—right as
the serious heat sets in and
the first of the berries are
ripe—this time is a good time
to pause.

It’s not a long rest. We all
know the harvest is coming.

But [ am taking a moment
to enjoy the summer’s heat. I
feel the days are already grow-
ing shorter and the season will
change before I know it, and
it will be hard to remember
what it felt like when I walked
in the late evening and the air
was still warm and heavy.

I'll pick my sister’s raspber-
ries, and I'll eat more than a
few.

Till next time,

Carrie
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Channelview Spill Draws OSHA Fines

By Gerardo Hernandez
STAFF WRITER

CHANNELVIEW - The
U.S. Department of Labor
is proposing more than
$3.5 million in fines
against three companies
for alleged worker safety
violations related to a sul-
furic acid spill late last
year in Channelview, with
the bulk of that fine total
levied against a subcon-
tractor.

OSHA has issued cita-
tions against the company
it said was responsible for
the December spill and is
also proposing fines
against a contractor and
subcontractor that were
hired to provide cleanup.

The department’s Occu-
pational Safety and
Health Administration
(OSHA) found that BWC
Terminals employees
mixed fresh and contami-
nated sulfuric acid, which
created “tank overpres-
sure” and caused a supply
line to rupture, according
to an OSHA news release
late last week.

The resulting spill re-
leased 1 million gallons of
sulfuric acid, some of
which went into the Hous-
ton Ship Channel, Harris
County Judge Lina Hidal-
go said in the aftermath of
the December spill. Two
people were taken to the
hospital and another 44
individuals were treated
for injuries at the scene.

The three companies
facing fines have 15 busi-
ness days from time of ci-
tation to comply, ask for
an “informal” conference
with the local OSHA direc-
tor or contest the agency’s
findings.

OSHA is proposing a
fine of $82,750 against
BWC Terminals. The com-
pany is facing six citations
for allegedly failing to pro-
vide hazardous materials
training, “exposing work-
ers to chemical burns,”

Judge Lina Hidalgo

and “deficiencies” in respi-
rator usage.

BWC said in a state-
ment it is contesting
OSHA'’s findings.

“BWC Terminals
(BWC) acknowledges, but
respectfully disagrees
with several of OSHA’s
findings as they relate to
BWC and intends to ap-
peal the citations through
the appropriate legal and
regulatory processes with-
in the requested time-
frame,” the company said.
“BWC does not agree that
it bypassed OSHA re-
quirements or took actions
that put workers at risk,
and we believe the record
will reflect that. We are
committed to transparen-
cy and will provide up-
dates as additional
information becomes
available. The safety of
our employees, the sur-
rounding community, and
the environment is our
highest priority. We re-
main focused on continu-
ous improvement and on
maintaining safe, respon-
sible, and environmental-
ly sound operations across
our facilities.”

BWC contracted with
Coastal Environmental
Solutions Inc. to clean up
the spill. Coastal Environ-
mental then hired One
Way Environmental Ser-
vices LL.C as a subcontrac-
tor to provide workers
during the cleanup pro-
cess.

Those two companies

are also facing proposed
fines for OSHA violations.
They did not immediately
respond to requests for
comment.

Coastal Environmental
Solutions Inc. could face a
fine of $392,501 for “two
willful and five serious vi-
olations,” that include al-
leged failures to properly
train employees and cre-
ate an emergency re-
sponse plan for hazardous
waste as well as a lack of
respirator use.

One Way Environmen-
tal Services LLC is facing
$3,045,452 in fines for “18
willful egregious and five
serious violations.” OSHA
alleges the company sent
employees to clean up the
spill without proper train-
ing, safety measures and
tests for respirator fits.

“Despite having full
knowledge of the severe
hazards involved in the
spill and cleanup re-
sponse, these three em-
ployers chose to bypass
OSHA requirements and

put their workers at seri-
ous risk,” Assistant Secre-
tary for Occupational
Health and Safety David
Keeling said in a news re-
lease. “Their joint failure
to protect workers was not
an oversight, it was a
choice that resulted in
preventable employee in-
juries and environmental
impacts. We will not hesi-

tate to hold employers ac-
countable when they ig-
nore federal laws that are
in place to protect work-
ers’ safety and health.”

Hidalgo praised the fed-
eral government and local
employees for their inves-
tigation into the chemical
spill.

“This decision repre-
sents an important state-

ment about the impor-
tance of worker safety,
particularly in our coun-
ty’s most important indus-
try,” she said in a
statement. “All companies
must be held to the same
standards and I believe it
is only fair to demand ac-
countability when a com-
pany doesn’t meet them.”

Missing Dog Rescued From
Anahuac Marsh, Reunited With
Owner After More Than a Week

By Gerardo Hernandez
STAFF WRITER

ANAHUAC — A six-
year-old dog named Tito is
back home with his owner
after a challenging rescue
operation through the
marshes of Anahuac in-
volving the Chambers
County Sheriff’s Office An-
imal Services Division and
the department’s Marine
Unit.

According to the Cham-
bers County Sheriff's Of-
fice, crews responded July
6 to a report of a dog
stranded deep in the
marsh behind the 100
block of Light Street in
Anahuac. The rescue team
faced difficult conditions as
they navigated thick
marsh terrain and pushed
through dense cane near-
ly 10 feet tall to reach the
stranded animal.

After a careful search,
crews located and safely
rescued Tito, who had been
missing since June 28.

Officials said the suc-
cessful rescue was made
possible through team-
work between Animal Ser-
vices and the Marine Unit,

allowing Tito to be safely
returned to his owner.
“Welcome home, Tito,”
the Sheriff’s Office said in
celebrating the reunion.
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New executive director hopes to
expand CUIC’s mission beyond

emergency assistance,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Holloway said CUIC’s
volunteers are one of the
nonprofit’s greatest
strengths.

“You don’t realize how
much is going on here un-
til you get in here,” he said.
“There are so many people.
We have such great volun-
teers.”

He also praised Leanne
Lockwood for her work
with fundraising, volun-
teers and daily operations.

“She’s been holding
down the fort for a lot of
things,” Holloway said.
“She’s an amazing lady.”

Looking ahead, Hollo-
way said he would like to
see the community explore
ways not only to meet
emergency needs but also
to help people move toward
self-sufficiency. He point-
ed to his experience in
Honduras, where biblical
finance training and other
practical efforts were used
to help families work to-
ward stability.

“T’d like to see us begin
to see people lifted out of
poverty and help them,” he
said. “That’s sort of what I
did in Honduras as well.”

Holloway said home-
lessness is becoming more
visible in Crosby as the
area continues to grow and
shift from a smaller bed-
room community toward a
more urban setting. He
said local churches and
community partners may
have an opportunity to re-
spond before the problem
grows larger.

“We see the homeless

situation growing in Cros-
by,” Holloway said. “I
think if we get ahead of the
game instead of wait until
we get inundated, it’d be
important for us.”

He said he is interested
in models that help people
rebuild community, rela-
tionships and faith while
also addressing practical
needs such as jobs, finan-
cial training and housing
stability. He emphasized
that some of those ideas
are personal hopes and not
yet formal CUIC initia-
tives.

“I can’t say that’s a
CUIC thing, but it is a me
thing,” Holloway said. “I'd
like to see more training to
help people with their fi-
nances.”

Holloway’s roots in
Crosby run deep. He at-
tended Crosby schools,
played college football at
Ranger Junior College and
later earned a scholarship
to Howard Payne Univer-
sity. After college, he re-
turned to First Baptist
Church of Crosby in 1987
and served there for de-
cades before moving to
Honduras in November
2020, during the COVID-
19 pandemic and between
two hurricanes.

“It was a journey,” Hol-
loway said.

His wife, Michelle, is
also from Crosby and
serves with him at CUIC.
The couple has three chil-
dren: Matthew, who is pur-
suing a Ph.D. in nuclear
physics at Texas A&M

University; Samuel, a me-
chanical engineering stu-
dent at Lamar University;
and Caroline, a high school
student planning to pur-
sue veterinary medicine.

Holloway also serves at
New Direction Baptist
Church, a small congrega-
tion on Crosby’s east side,
where he said growth in
nearby neighborhoods is
creating new opportunities
for ministry.

For Holloway, the work
at CUIC is rooted in faith
and service.

“Scripture just tells us
clearly to love and care for
people,” he said. “When I
was hungry, you fed me.
When I was naked, you
clothed me.”

CUIC also has several
upcoming efforts planned,
including school supply
registration for estab-
lished clients from 10 to
11:30 a.m. July 14, 16 and
18, and a thrift store sale
Aug. 17 from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m.

As he settles into the
executive director role,
Holloway said the focus
remains on serving people
where they are while look-
ing for ways to help them
move forward.

“The vision is to see us
grow to be able to help peo-
ple where they are in the
need that they’re in,” Hol-
loway said. “But also, I'd
like to see us find better
ways to see them come out
of that.”
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Call 713-266-3444

Your AD will reach up to 40,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 20,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $18 for 20 words. A bargain!

RV SPACE

RV SPACE

RV SPACE

Small RV Space Available in Crosby
Nice shade tree on the propert
For more information, call:

(281)571-5857

16-2t

FOR RENT

FOR RENT

FOR RENT

APARTMENT FOR RENT

$600.00 / month,
Deposit $200.00
All Bills Paid, (Private & Quite)

For more information
Please Call 281-722-0541

16-2t

*

SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money B " s i " e s s D i rec t o ry SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

281-428-1187
1-800-345-8471

Sales & Repair Service
Baytown, Texas
John Henderson

628 Cedar Bayou Rd.

()
L SERVICE VEHICLE INSPECTIONS
HOOT i a0t M.
HENDERSOW ¢ 713-702-3200
"l \ W\ JORNKY GAEAE 9115, WA
OWNER-INSPECTOR HICHLANDS TX, 77562

N\
Graphics Unlimited, Inc.

CORPORATE GRAPHICS AT ITS BEST

Signs & Banners
281-462-1200

www.graphicsunlimitedinc.net
213 Kernohan « Croshy, TX 77532

WESTON COTITEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS
281-421-4050 1500 E. Wallisville Rd.

NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL
SPECIALIZATION

BN
HILL

MATERIALS
119 Listi Ln, Highlands

WE DELIVER TO YOU

(281)843-5000

residential - commercial - industrial

FILL DIRT
BANK SAND
ROADBASE
LIMESTONE

hillmaterials.com

SMALL ADS BRING BIG RESULTS

Ask about our Business Directory
Package
13 Weeks + Story + Display for $260
Ask about our Ribbon Cutting Package
Photo + Story + Web for $260

713-266-3444

RODNEY SIMS FIREARMS

FIREARMS INSTRUCTOR
LTC COURSES
GUN SALES

RODNEYSSIMS70@GMAIL.COM
(936) 391-5746
CROSBY, TEXAS

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details
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Molly Shannon, left, and Will Ferrell stars in “The Hawk.”

“The Hawk.”

“The Hawk” (TV-MA)
— This absurd comedy se-
ries was co-created by and
stars a comedic actor
who’s well-versed in ab-
surdity, the fabulous Will
Ferrell (“You're Cordially
Invited”). Starring along-
side another “Saturday
Night Live” alum, Molly
Shannon, Ferrell plays
professional golfer Lonnie
“The Hawk” Hawkins,
aka 2004’s top golfer. De-
termined that he has
what it takes to get back
to the top, Lonnie signs on
for a PGA tour with his
son, Lance (Jimmy Tatro).
With his can-do attitude,
good humor, and awful
fashion sense, nothing can
stop Lonnie from redeem-
ing his golf legacy. All 10
episodes premiere on July
16. (Netflix)

“Tron: Ares” (PG-13)
— The sequel to “Tron:
Legacy” (2010) didn’t
quite make up its $220
million budget in the-

aters, with only $142.2
million recouped at the
box office. It also failed to
receive glowing reviews
from critics, which is sur-
prising considering its
lead actor, Jared Leto
(“Masters of the Uni-
verse”). Rounding out the
rest of the cast are “The
Morning Show’s” Greta
Lee, “Dahmer’s” Evan Pe-
ters, and “The Abandons™
Gillian Anderson. Taking
place in 2025, the film fol-
lows two companies that
are locked in a race to
bring digital programs
into the real world. One
company, led by Julian
Dillinger (Peters), intro-
duces the “perfect expend-
able soldier” in his
program Ares, but what
Julian never expected is
that Ares’ self-awareness
might overpower his ex-
pendability. Out now to
stream! (Disney+)
“Reminders of Him”
(PG-13) — Romance and

young adult novelist Col-
leen Hoover keeps crank-
ing out books, and major
studios keep adapting it
into films for fans to en-
joy! This latest adaptation
out now is based on
Hoover’s 2022 novel and
stars Maika Monroe
(“Longlegs”) as Kenna
Rowan. After spending six
years in prison for vehic-
ular manslaughter that
resulted in her boyfriend
Scotty’s (Rudy Pankow)
death, Kenna plans to
start anew in her home-
town and meet the daugh-
ter she had while she was
serving time. Coinciden-
tally, she meets Ledger
(Tyriq Withers), who just
happens to be Scotty’s life-
long best friend. The two
have an instant connec-
tion, leaving them both
with a choice to remain
stuck in the horrors of the
past or brave a different
future together. (Peacock)

“Dancing with the
Stars: The Next Pro”
(TV-PG) — This new
spinoff of the longtime
competition reality show
“Dancing with the Stars”
is set to premiere on July
14. As the title teases, the
spinoff will focus on find-
ing the next dancer who’ll
join the “DWTS” cast as a
pro. Hosted by reigning
mirror ball champ Robert
Irwin, the series features
12 contestants who will
live and train together in
a “grueling audition pro-
cess” for the length of the
eight-episode show. Addi-
tionally, the charming
mom-and-son duo Shirley
and Mark Ballas serve as
judges for these 12 contes-
tants, which is a treat for
anyone who’s seen them
(or dad Corky!) as pros on
the original show. Contes-
tants hail from all over
the United States, as well
as Ukraine, England and
Canada. (Hulu)

(c) 2026 King Features
Synd., Inc.

Q:Where can I watch reruns of the
medical show “House,” and what
ever happened to actress Jennifer
Morrison? I haven’t seen her in any-
thing in a while. — MLE.

A: Jennifer Morrison, who played Dr.
Allison Cameron on the Fox series
“House,” departed the show after six sea-
sons. She went on to star in the fairy-
tale drama series “Once Upon a Time”
on ABC, and most recently, she played
the First Lady of the United States on
Netflix’s “The Night Agent.” She’s also
developed quite a career as a director of
episodic television shows like “Euphoria,”
“Dr. Death,” and “The Five-Star Week-
end.”

If you have a subscription to Amazon
Prime Video or Hulu, you can watch
“House” on these platforms.

skeskesk

Q: When’s the new movie about Fa-
cebook coming out, and why isn’t
Jesse Eisenberg playing Mark Zuck-
erberg in it? — E.P.

A:It’s hard to believe that it’s been over
15 years since Aaron Sorkin’s “The So-
cial Network” came out — the film that
he wrote and directed about the early rise
of Mark Zuckerberg’s life as a student at
Harvard and how Zuckerberg launched
Facebook. Jesse Eisenberg could have
easily reprised his Oscar-nominated role
of the future billionaire in its upcoming
sequel, “The Social Reckoning,” but he
declined.

Sorkin told Vanity Fair that he spent
three days trying to change the actor’s
mind, but Eisenberg stated that he “sim-
ply did not want to be conflated with
Mark Zuckerberg anymore” and that he
has his problems with Zuckerberg.

In the sequel, which will hit theaters
on Oct. 9, 2026, another Oscar-nominat-
ed actor, Jeremy Strong (“The Appren-
tice” and HBO’s “Succession”), assumes
the role of the billionaire. Why a sequel?
After the trailer for the movie premiered
recently at CinemaCon, Sorkin stated,
“There isn’t a life that Facebook’s algo-
rithm hasn’t touched, and that influence
has shaped everything. So, it’s time to
say more.”

Jennifer Morrison as Dr. Allison Cameron on “House”

The film also stars Jeremy Allen
White (“The Bear”) as Wall Street Jour-
nal reporter Jeff Horwitz and Oscar
winner Mikey Madison (“Anora”) as Fa-
cebook whistleblower Frances Haugen.

eskek

Q: Was that really John Oliver I
saw with jet-black hair on “Gener-
al Hospital” recently? How did this
happen? — M.C.

A:Yes, even though he’s best known
as the hilarious Emmy-winning host of
HBO’s “Last Week Tonight,” he recent-
ly made his daytime soap debut on
“General Hospital.” Back in March, he
had expressed a strong desire to appear
on a soap during one of his “Last Week
Tonight” segments. Not only did ABC’s
“GH” respond with a resounding “yes,”
but so did Peacock’s “Days of Our
Lives.”

He will appear in three episodes of
“GH” in July as the head of the WSB
(World Security Bureau) and has a mys-
tery role on “Days” for another three ep-
isodes, which will air on Aug. 11, 12 and
14.

Send me your questions at
NewCelebrityExtra@gmail.com.

(c) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

ENTERTAINMENT
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