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Don Davis, U.S. Navy, played a soul-stirring rendition
of Taps during the ceremony at Sterling-White
Cemetery in Highlands. See story in pages 1 & 6.
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ICE SHOOTING, Page 2
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FACES CHARGES, Page 3
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TxDOT Promotes Speeding
Awareness

Continued. See BUS PROGRAM
KEEPS SENIORS ACTIVE, page 5
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By David Taylor
Managing Editor

The Crosby-Huffman
Chamber of Commerce’s
Concert On The Water
more than met expecta-
tions Saturday night,
drawing a packed crowd to
Lake Houston Brewery for
an evening of live music,
community support and
waterfront fun.

The chamber had hoped
to build on last year’s in-
augural concert, which
drew more than 150 peo-
ple, and organizers had set
a goal of about 250 attend-
ees for this year’s event.
Instead, the crowd climbed
even higher.

“We had, including chil-
dren and volunteers, over
350 people,” said Deanna
Becker of the Crosby-Huff-
man Chamber of Com-

‘Concert on The Water’ Draws Record
Crowd to Lake Houston Brewery

m e r c e  s t a f f .  “ I t  w a s
packed.”

The July 25 concert fea-
tured Texas country-soul
singer Sundance Head, the
Porter-born artist who won
season 11 of NBC’s “The
Voice” in 2016 after earli-
er appearing on “American
Idol.”

“Sundance Head was

our headliner,” Becker
said. “He played first, a
nice acoustic set, and then
he hung around and took
pictures and signed auto-
graphs.”

The  Kingwood  Dad
Bods followed later in the
evening, bringing what
Becker described as an en-
ergetic party atmosphere

to the lakeside venue. Vis-
iting Angels, one of the con-
cert sponsors, helped add to
the scene by handing out
glow sticks and flashing
light sticks to concertgoers.

“The whole crowd was
electrified,” Becker said.
“The whole arena area was
lit up with all kinds of
lights.”

Lake Houston Brewery,
Becker said, proved to be an
ideal setting for the sum-
mer concert. Although the
event was held in late July,
the waterfront location
helped keep the evening
comfortable.

“Lake Houston Brewery
was the perfect setting,”
Becker said. “The weather
was great. We can’t com-
plain about anything.”

The lake itself became
part of the atmosphere,
with some concertgoers lis-

tening from boats pulled
up near the pier. Becker
said boaters are always
welcome, and some come
ashore to order food, buy
tickets and stay for the
show.

“Being there on the wa-
ter, it always had a nice
breeze,”  Becker said.
“Sometimes we had to
hold stuff down because a
b r e e z e  w o u l d  c o m e
through there.”

The turnout also made
for a busy parking lot, but
Becker said the venue had
enough space to handle
the crowd.

“Parking was crazy,
but they have plenty of
space,” she said. “You just
might have had to walk a
little bit further.”

By David Taylor
Managing Editor

CROSBY, Texas — The
Old Three Hundred Chap-
ter of the National Society
Daughters of the American
Revolution is asking local
businesses, schools, civic
groups, churches, veteran
organizations and commu-
nity leaders to help bring
a national traveling muse-
um exhibit on the Ameri-
can Revolution to Crosby.

The chapter will host a
community planning meet-
ing at 6 p.m. Tuesday, Aug.
18, 2026, at David H. Mc-
Nerney American Legion
Post 658 in Crosby. The
goal is to organize spon-
sors, volunteers and com-

DAR Chapter Seeks Crosby Partners for
American Revolution Traveling Exhibit

munity partners ahead of
the American Revolution
Exper ience ,  which  i s
scheduled to be in Crosby
from Feb. 8-13, 2027.

Created through a col-
laboration between the
American Battlefield Trust
and the Daughters of the
American Revolution, the

American Revolution Expe-
rience began as an award-
winning online exhibit and
has since been expanded
into a traveling pop-up mu-

seum. The exhibit is de-
signed to help visitors ex-
plore how ordinary people
were affected by the Rev-
olutionary War and the
difficult choices faced by
the Revolutionary gener-
ation.

Rather than focusing
only on generals and po-
litical leaders, the exhibit
introduces visitors to a
range of historical figures
whose lives intersected
with the war, including
Patriots, Loyalists, wom-
en, African Americans,
Native Americans, sol-
diers, civilians and inter-
national participants. Its

Man Charged with Capital Murder
After NE Harris Double Homicide

By Gerardo Hernandez
STAFF WRITER

NORTHEAST HARRIS - A 19-year-old
man has been charged with capital mur-
der following a double homicide last Sun-
day morning in northeast Harris County
that left a teenage girl and her older broth-
er dead, authorities said.

According to the Harris County Sher-
iff’s Office, Angel Javier Rodriguez, 19,
was taken into custody and booked into
the Harris County Jail in connection with
the shooting deaths that occurred in the
200 block of West Canino Road.

Investigators said the shooting hap-
pened around 10:50 a.m. Sunday, July 26
during what deputies described as a do-
mestic-related confrontation.

The sheriff’s office said the 17-year-old
girl was outside her trailer with her tod-
dler when she was preparing to hand the
child over to a family member. Authori-
ties said her former boyfriend, identified
as Rodriguez, arrived at the scene carry-
ing a firearm.

The victim’s 29-year-old brother then
came outside and attempted to intervene
and calm the situation, investigators said.
According to deputies, Rodriguez alleged-

Angel Javier Rodriguez, 19-Year-Old

Continued. See  MAN CHARGED WITH CAPITAL MURDER
AFTER DOUBLE HOMOCIDE, Page 5

ly shot both siblings before fleeing the
area in a vehicle.

The toddler was not injured during the
incident, authorities said.

A description of Rodriguez and his ve-
hicle was quickly provided to surround-
ing law enforcement agencies. Deputies
with the Harris County Sheriff’s Office

By Gerardo Hernandez
STAFF WRITER

CROSBY — What be-
gan as a single 15-passen-
ger van more than three
decades ago has grown into
a popular program that
helps thousands of Harris
County seniors stay active,
connected and engaged
with their community.

The Harris County Pre-
cinct  3  Bus Program,
launched in 1989, now op-
erates a fleet of 19 buses
providing free transporta-

Precinct 3 Bus Program Keeps
Crosby Seniors Active, Connected

tion for senior organiza-
t i o n s  a n d  c o m m u n i t y
groups to destinations
throughout Harris County
and beyond. The program,
offered through the office of
Commissioner Tom S. Ram-
sey, has become a favorite
among seniors in communi-
ties such as Crosby, where
participants say the trips
provide far more than
transportation.

“It ’s a program that
brings seniors together,”
one Crosby senior partici-
pant said.

The program offers day
trips for Precinct 3 resi-
dents ages 50 and older
aboard wheelchair-acces-
sible buses designed to
accommodate passengers
with mobility needs. A
minimum of 10 partici-
pants is required for each
scheduled trip, and itiner-
aries are distributed when
riders board.

For many participants,
the variety of destinations

Highlands
Backpack
Giveaway

Harris County Sheriff’s Office
is coming to Highlands with 200
backpacks filled with school
supplies to give away!

When: August 5 at 10:00 AM
Where: San Jacinto

Community Center
604 Highland Woods Dr.
Highland, TX 77562
This will be a drive-through

giveaway.
School-aged children must be

present in the vehicle.
Supplies are limited and will

be available while supplies last!
San Jacinto Community

Center is exited to host the
Harris County Sheriff’s Office
during their BackPack giveaway,
and grateful they chose our little
town.

Back-to-
School Fair

BAYTOWN — Goose Creek
CISD students will have the
opportunity to receive free
school supplies and connect
with community resources
during the annual Back-to-
School Fair on Saturday, Aug.
8.

The event will be held from 8
a.m. to noon, or until supplies
are exhausted, at the Baytown
Community Center,

2407 Market St.
Baytown, TX 77520
For Goose Creek CISD

students, and families must
provide proof of student
registration during check-in.

Students attending the event
will receive free backpacks and
school supplies while supplies
last. Families will also have
access to a variety of
community resources, including
information and services
designed to support students
throughout the school year.

Additional offerings include
laptop giveaways, child
identification services, birth
certificate assistance and free
lunches.

The event is presented by the
City of Baytown in partnership
with Communities In Schools
Baytown and is made possible
through sponsorships from
local businesses and
organizations.

Organizers encourage
eligible families to arrive early,
as supplies will be distributed
on a first-come, first-served
basis.

Visitors stop at the Texas Department of Transportation’s interactive Be
Safe. Drive Smart. Speeding Awareness Campaign exhibit outside Buc-ee’s
in Baytown, where the TxDOT traffic safety street team shared educational
materials, quizzes and videos encouraging motorists to slow down and
drive safely. See more Information in page 3.
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Crosby prepares to host
revolutionary war exhibit with
community support,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

central question asks visi-
tors to consider whether
they would have pledged
loyalty to the Patriot cause
and the promise of a new
nation or remained loyal to
the British Crown.

The traveling version
features interpretive pan-
els and interactive digital
kiosks that use storytell-
ing, illustration, technolo-
gy, artifacts and primary
accounts to connect mod-
ern audiences with the
people and places that
shaped the birth of the
United States. According
to information from the
American Revolution Ex-
perience, the exhibit is
traveling to libraries, his-
torical societies, museums
and community venues
across the country through
2027.

For Crosby, organizers
hope the exhibit will be-
come more than a walk-
through display. Plans for
the week include an open-
ing night celebration, guid-
ed tours for school groups,

history presentations by
guest speakers, genealogy
workshops, Veterans Ap-
preciation Night and a
community Closing Night
Gala.

“Our vision is to create
a week-long community
experience that brings his-
tory to life for people of all
ages,” representatives of
the Old Three Hundred
Chapter said. “By working
together with local organi-
z a t i o n s ,  b u s i n e s s e s ,
schools and volunteers, we
can provide educational
opportunities that inspire
pride in our nation’s found-
ing and make this exhibit
accessible to everyone.”

The chapter is seeking
help from organizations
and individuals interested
in sponsoring events, pro-
viding volunteers, assist-
ing  wi th  hosp i ta l i ty ,
supporting student pro-
gramming or contributing
services and resources.
Educators and youth orga-
nizations are also encour-

aged to participate as or-
ganizers prepare program-
ming for local students and
families.

Chapter members said
the effort builds on the
momentum of the Crosby
C o m m u n i t y  A m e r i c a
250th Celebration, which
brought together business-
es, organizations, volun-
teers and sponsors to
commemorate the nation’s
history. They said the up-
coming exhibit offers an-
other opportunity for the
community to work togeth-
er as the country ap-
p r o a c h e s  t h e  2 5 0 t h
anniversary period of the
American Revolution.

Anyone interested in
partnering with the Old
Three Hundred Chapter is
encouraged to attend the
Aug. 18 planning meeting.
For more information or to
ask about sponsorship op-
portunities, contact the
Old Three Hundred Chap-
t e r ,  N S D A R ,  a t
old300chapter@gmail.com.

OPINION
By HC Pct. 2 Commissioner

ADRIAN GARCIA

✯

More than two weeks have passed since an Immigrations and Customs Enforcement agent
shot and killed Lorenzo Salgado Araujo. The Houston community has called for clarity about
what happened, and we have been promised transparency. But I remain concerned that what-

ever we get will be clear as mud.
I’m a former cop and sheriff whose agencies investigated officer-involved shootings. Here’s what wor-

ries me.
Federal agencies — including the FBI and Department of Homeland Security — are investigating the

shooting. But these days, it’s hard to trust a federal agency to be independent if that could mean giving an
answer President Donald Trump wouldn’t like.

Also, on July 19, the New York Times reported that the FBI would “no longer investigate confronta-
tions with immigration agents,” and that even when the agency does investigate, agents are instructed to
focus on “claims of assaults against DHS security agents” — not on whether the agents themselves might
be at fault.

Still, the people of Houston deserve certain answers. If I were investigating, here are six questions I
would try to answer as quickly as possible.

Who are the agents involved in the shooting?
Whenever a Houston Police Department officer, Harris County sheriff’s deputy, deputy constable or

any other local law enforcement discharges their weapon and hits someone, the officer’s identity is made
public. Any previous disciplinary records should also be made publicly available for review.

So, we ask, who shot Lorenzo Salgado?
What are the agents’ backgrounds?
People close to the ICE officer who recently killed a man in Maine have said that the officer has had

serious mental health problems since childhood. In fact, the agent’s ex-wife said that “he had a bad ten-
dency of going out and looking for fights.”

When he told her he’d been hired by ICE, she said she “thought he was being delusional, and I didn’t
believe it.”

What are the backgrounds of the agents involved in the Salgado shooting? Do they have a history of
mental health challenges? Do they have any previous criminal history? What was the vetting process that
approved them?

When were the ICE officers first deployed?
We don’t know how long the agent and his crew have been in the field and deployed in our city. Hous-

ton Chronicle reporter Jeremy Wallace recently asked how long it took me, as sheriff, to trust a new
deputy to do their job well. That’s a good question.

Just about any law enforcement commanding officer will tell you that it generally takes a full year (six
months in the academy, and six months of field training with a veteran officer) for someone without
experience to be comfortable and confident in the job. For most law-enforcement agencies, applicants
with some experience still go through an abbreviated academy as well as a field training program.

Was this the agent’s first day or their fifth year on the job?
Where was the weapon, and where were the other officers, when the gun was fired?
Since Salgado was shot, I’ve had a lot of conversations with former colleagues at HPD and the Harris

County Sheriff’s Office. One thing that continues to confound us is this: What position was the shooting
officer in when he fired his weapon?

The details that are known through the media so far do not support the Department of Homeland
Security’s story. The argument that the vehicle was “weaponized” so far is not supported even by partial
evidence. Additionally, law enforcement agents are trained to fire only in a direction that eliminates the
risk of crossfire and avoids the possibility of innocent casualties.

At this point of the investigation, there should already be a very clear understanding of the chain of
events, the positioning of the agents and the direction of the vehicle.

Which agent or agents discharged their firearms? How many times did they shoot? And in which
direction? We ought to feel sure of this already.

Why is the federal government behaving this way?
Last week, a federal search warrant out of the Southern District of Texas was made public in an

unusual way — one that an attorney who has practiced for decades said that he had never seen before.
That warrant alleged that Salgado’s vehicle might contain methamphetamine.

The family explained that the clear bags of white powder actually contained salt — part of a home-
made electrolyte solution. But even so, without any testing made public, the new U.S. Attorney issued a
statement saying there was possible narcotics trafficking.

Are the feds attempting to taint Salgado’s reputation long after he was shot?
What training, equipment and resources did the agents have?
Since we don’t know who killed Salgado, we don’t know that agent’s background, and we don’t know

what equipment, including body cams, that the agents had access to. DHS says it’s hired 12,000 new
officers since the first of the year. Were these officers part of that group? Have they completed a full
training? We should know.

Based on the little that we know, here’s the only conclusion I can draw: A lot of questions need an-
swers, and every day that goes by without them erodes public confidence.

Adrian Garcia is the Harris County commissioner who represents Precinct 2. He was the sheriff of
Harris County from 2009 to 2015.

Six questions we need still answered
about ICE and Lorenzo Salgado

By Bill King,

The SAVE America Act in-
cludes extensive provisions
governing an individual’s re-
quirements to register to vote
in a federal election. The Act
is premised on a simple idea:
anyone registering to vote in a
federal election should provide
proof of U.S. citizenship. On its
face, that seems pretty reason-
able. But this is definitely a
case where the devil is in the
details.

The Act requires that a per-
son must present “documenta-
ry proof” of citizenship to
register. That will generally be
either a birth certificate, a pass-
port, or a naturalization
certificate.1 For people with a
passport or a naturalization
certificate, the process of prov-
ing citizenship should be fairly
straightforward, although the
Act is silent on how the docu-
mentary proof is to be
“presented.” Some commenta-
tors have suggested that it
must be presented in-person.

According to the State De-
partment, there are currently
about 170 million passports in
circulation and about 25 mil-
lion Americans have been
naturalized. There are about
235 million citizens who are
over 18. So, at least 40 million
citizens would have to rely on
a birth certificate to register.2

Here is where the details
begin getting a bit sticky. The
Act requires that the birth cer-
tificate must be certified. I don’t
know about you, but I certain-
ly do not have a certified copy
of mine. I recently had to get a
certified copy for a probate mat-
ter I was helping a friend with,
and while it wasn’t super hard,
it was a bit of a hassle and re-
quired a visit to the County
Clerk’s office. Of course, if
someone has moved to Texas
and has to track a certified copy

Breaking Down the SAVE
America Act: Voter Registration

from their home state, that
would be even more of a has-
sle.

But here is the really impor-
tant aspect of the Act. This re-
quirement applies not only
when a person first registers. It
also applies when there is
any change in a person’s
voter registration, such as
a change of address or
name. So, whenever you move,
you will need to dig out your
passport, naturalization certif-
icate, or certified birth certifi-
cate to update the address on
your voter registration. Most
states, including Texas, allow
voters to update their voter reg-
istration address online.

This burden will fall dispro-
portionately on women, who
are much more likely than men
to have changed their legal
names because of marriage or
divorce. A woman whose birth
certificate, passport, or other
citizenship document is in a
prior name may have to pro-
duce a certified marriage cer-
tificate, divorce decree, or other
documentation — or sign an af-
fidavit — to connect that docu-
ment to her current
voter-registration name. I have
a feeling that Republicans
would regret passing the Act
with provisions that are dispro-
portionately burdensome for
women, especially considering
they are already struggling
with women voters. They
might want to remember, “hell
hath no fury …”

Documented cases of noncit-
izens being registered to vote
have been very rare.

There is certainly no evi-
dence that noncitizens are reg-
istered to vote in sufficient
numbers to affect election
outcomes. Nonetheless, requir-
ing a person to provide proof of
citizenship when they first reg-
ister to vote is not a bad idea, if
only to reassure those who be-

lieve registration of noncitizens
is widespread. But requiring
a person to prove their citi-
zenship every time they
update their address or
name is absurd. This require-
ment would likely spark wide-
spread outrage across the
political spectrum once voters
realize the hassles they will
face.

The other significant prob-
lem is that the Act would im-
pose major new duties on local
election officials while leaving
many implementation ques-
tions for states and counties to
work out under tight deadlines.
There is simply no way to make
contemplated changes to the
registration process this late in
the election season. If the bill
were to pass, it would immedi-
ately face multiple legal chal-
lenges, almost certainly
delaying its implementation
well after the 2026 election.

Most Americans support
the concept that a person
should provide proof of citizen-
ship before being allowed to
register to vote. It is a common-
sense notion. And it could be
implemented rationally. But
that is not what these provi-
sions are. Quite the opposite;
they are poorly drafted, with
little thought given to their
practical effect on voters or elec-
tion administration. That is
why it is unlikely the SAVE Act
will ever be passed in its cur-
rent form.

Note 1 – There are some oth-
er documents that are accept-
able, but they are held by very
few Americans.

Note 2 – Because some pass-
ports are issued to children un-
der 18, the State Department
double-counts passports and
passport cards, and because
many naturalized citizens have
passports, the number is like-
ly quite a bit higher.
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ON THE
HILL

Annual “Meet the
Bus Driver” Event
Set for Aug. 4

Barbers Hill ISD’s
annual “Meet the Bus
Driver” event is sched-
uled for 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.
on Tuesday, August 4 at
the Barbers Hill ISD
Field House.

Come meet your bus
driver, ask questions,
tour your bus and more.

Please see the at-
tached flyers for addi-
tional event details. If
you have any questions,
please contact the
Transportation Depart-
ment at 281-576-2221
ext. 1279.

Visit our New Website
for Chambers County

News:
www.BHDPRESS.com

By Gerardo Hernandez
STAFF WRITER

ANAHUAC — A former
executive director of the
Anahuac Area Chamber of
Commerce has been ar-
rested following an inves-
tigation into suspected
credit card activity con-
nected to the Texas Gator-
fest event, according to the
Chambers County Sheriff’s
Office.

Katelynn Smith, 32,
was arrested on a charge
of misapplication of fi-
duciary property or fi-
n a n c i a l  p r o p e r t y
between $30,000 and
$150,000, a third-degree
felony. She was booked
into the Chambers Coun-

Former Anahuac Area Chamber Director
Charged in Gatorfest Financial Investigation

ty Jail and released on
July 25, officials said.

The charge stems from
an investigation into sus-
pected financial activity
involving credit cards as-
sociated with the Texas
Gatorfest and the Anahuac
Area Chamber of Com-
merce, authorities said.

According to investiga-
tors, concerns were raised
regarding credit  card
transactions linked to the
annual festival, which has
served as a major commu-
nity event and fundraiser
in Anahuac for decades.

The Chambers County
Sheriff’s Office said the in-
vestigation remains ongo-
ing as officials continue
reviewing financial records

and related documents.
Authorities have not an-
nounced whether addition-
al charges or arrests are
expected.

Smith previously served
as executive director of the
Anahuac Area Chamber of
Commerce before resign-
ing in May as questions
surrounding the organiza-
tion’s finances came under
review.

The investigation also
comes as organizers an-
nounced the cancellation of
the 2026 Texas Gatorfest.
The festival, which cele-
brates the area’s connec-
t ion  to  the  American
alligator and local culture,
has been a longtime tradi-
tion in Chambers County.

Katelynn Smith, 32. Former Executive Director of the Anahuac Area Chamber
of Commerce

By Gerardo Hernandez
STAFF WRITER

BAYTOWN — The Tex-
as Department of Trans-
p o r t a t i o n ’ s  ( T x D O T )
traffic safety street team
spent the weekend at Buc-
ee’s in Baytown promoting
safe driving habits as part
of the agency’s Be Safe.
Drive Smart. Speeding
Awareness Campaign.

The outreach event fea-
tured an interactive ex-
hibit designed to educate
motorists about the dan-
gers of speeding and the
importance of driving
safely. Visitors participat-
ed in educational quizzes
and viewed video presen-

TxDOT Promotes Safe Driving During Speeding
Awareness Event at Baytown Buc-ee’s

tations highlighting how
excessive speed can in-
crease the risk of crashes
and reduce a driver’s abil-
ity to react to changing
traffic conditions.

The campaign also en-
couraged motorists to slow
down and remain alert
while driving in a variety
of traffic situations.

TxDOT thanked its

traffic safety outreach
team for engaging with
the public and helping
spread the campaign’s
message of responsible
driving.

The Be Safe. Drive
Smart. campaign is part
of TxDOT’s ongoing effort
to reduce speed-related
crashes and improve road-
way safety across Texas.

Baytown, TX — June
18, 2026 — The Board of
Directors of United Way
of Greater Baytown Area
& Chambers County has
approved the distribu-
tion of $1,075,000 in
C o m m u n i t y  I m p a c t
funding for Fiscal Year
2027, investing in pro-
grams that strengthen
health, education, finan-
cial stability, and com-
m u n i t y  r e s i l i e n c e
throughout the region.
These investments re-
flect United Way’s com-
mitment to advancing
opportunities for individ-
uals and families across
Baytown,  Chambers
County, and surround-
ing communities. Fund-
ing decisions were made
following a comprehen-
sive community invest-
ment process designed to
ensure donor dollars are
directed toward pro-
grams that demonstrate
measurable impact and
address critical local
needs.

“ U n i t e d  W a y ’ s
strength comes from
bringing people together
to create lasting change,”
said Jeff Bolton, 2025 –
2026 President of the

United Way Awards Over $1M
to Local Nonprofit Partners

United Way Board of Di-
rectors. “On behalf of our
Board of Directors, we
are proud to invest in
these outstanding orga-
nizations whose work im-
proves lives every day
and helps build a stron-
ger community for all.”
The following organiza-
tions have been awarded
Community Impact fund-
ing for Fiscal Year 2027:

FY27 Funded Commu-
nity Partners

Bay Area Homeless
Services

C o m m u n i t i e s  I n
Schools – Baytown

Bay Area Rehabilita-
tion Center

DePelchin Children’s
Center

Bay Area Turning
Point

Girl Scouts of San Ja-
cinto Council

Baytown Meals on

Wheels
Habitat for Humanity
Bridgehaven Child Ad-

vocacy Center
Hearts and Hands of

Baytown
CASA of Liberty &

Chambers Counties
Love Network of Bay-

town
Chambers Community

Health Center
The Bridge Over Trou-

bled Waters
Church Women Unit-

ed Child Care Center
The Education Foun-

dation of Harris County
C o a s t a l  G a t e w a y

Health Center

A Rigorous Communi-
ty Investment Process

Funding awards were
determined through
United Way’s annual
grant application and re-
view process. Communi-
ty agencies submitted

detailed applications out-
lining program objec-
t i v e s ,  m e a s u r a b l e
outcomes, financial stew-
ardship practices, and
alignment with United
Way’s focus areas of
Healthy Community,
Youth Opportunity, Fi-
nancial Security, and
Community Resilience.

Applications under-
went a thorough evalua-
tion conducted by trained
volunteer reviewers and
Community Impact & In-
vestments Committee
members. Reviewers as-
sessed each proposal
based on community
need, program effective-
ness, organizational ca-
p a c i t y ,  f i s c a l
responsibility, and antic-
ipated impact. Recom-
mendations were then
presented to the Commu-
nity Impact & Invest-

ments Committee and ul-
timately approved by the
United Way Board of Di-
rectors.

This volunteer-driven
process ensures trans-
parency, accountability,
and the responsible stew-
ardship of donor invest-
ments while prioritizing
programs that create
meaningful, measurable
change in the communi-
ty. Investing in Local Im-
pact.

Every dollar invested
through United Way’s
Community Impact Fund
represents the generosi-
ty of local donors, work-
place campaign partners,
corporate supporters,
and community members
who believe in creating a
s t r o n g e r  f u t u r e
together.(source; Kaci
P e n a  U n i t e d  W a y
GBACC)

Through these invest-
ments, United Way and
its partner agencies will
provide essential servic-
es, educational opportu-
nities, health resources,
housing support, crisis
intervention, and other
critical programs that
help individuals and fam-
ilies thrive.

MONT BELVIEU -
Barbers Hill ISD will
prohibit the use of e-
bikes and electric
scooters on all dis-
trict property begin-
ning with the
2026-2027 school
year.

The decision
comes in response to
the growing number
of e-bikes and elec-
tric scooters being
used by students and
the increasing safety
concerns associated
with their operation
near campuses,
parking lots, side-
walks, and roadways.

“Our first respon-
sibility is to protect
the safety of our stu-
dents, staff, and visi-
tors,” Superintendent
Greg Poole said.
“The popularity of e-
bikes and electric
scooters has in-
creased dramatical-
ly, but so have the
risks. After carefully
evaluating the situa-
tion, we believe pro-
hibiting these
devices on district
property is the best
way to help prevent a
serious accident.”

The ban applies
to all Barbers Hill ISD
campuses and facili-
ties. Students and
visitors are asked not
to ride or bring e-
bikes or electric
scooters onto district
property.

Barbers Hill ISD
Bans on E-Bikes
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THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Gary Borders

✯

✯      O P I N I O N    P A G E    ✯

EDITOR’S NOTE:  Opinions expressed here are not
necessarily that of this newspaper or its staff. YOUR
OPINION is welcome. Send a letter for possible
publication to Grafikpress Newspapers, 5832 Star Lane,
Houston TX 77057 or an email to GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com.
Please limit your words to about 200. Letters will be
subject to editing. Thank you.

Dose of Dog

I haven’t been giving out
dog treats for a while. Some-
times, I am the treat lady on
my walks, and sometimes I do
not carry dog treats. I love dis-
pensing treats, but I hate get-
ting turned down by owners.
Getting turned down by dogs
is also disappointing, but
somehow easier to take.

So lately, instead of bribing
dogs with treats, I’ve been do-
ing my secret whistle, a high-
pitched noise that dogs always
hear and their owners usual-
ly do not, that makes the dog
look my way. Then I tell the
dog what a beautiful dog they
are, and they usually come
running over to me, and I de-
lay whoever was trying to take
them for a walk while we talk,
and almost always, that per-
son does not care.

I rub the dog’s ears, and I
scratch their nose, and some-
times they throw themselves
on the sidewalk and I scratch
their belly.

“You are such a good dog!
Aren’t you just a perfect dog?”
I ask them. And the dogs agree
that I am correct — they are
all perfect dogs.

Sometimes their owners
disagree. “Oh, I wouldn’t say
she’s perfect. ...” And they may
start talking about some total-
ly inconsequential things the
dog has done involving an ex-
pensive shoe or a piece of fur-
niture or the cat — something
that has no bearing whatsoev-
er on the conversation.

The dog will look at me as I
continue to scratch her ears,
and she will know that I real-
ize the owner is just being
humble. They don’t want to
claim to be the owner of a per-
fect dog, and I understand.

“So she’s 99.5% perfect,” I
reply, and usually the owner
seems to think this is a little
generous, but it’s somewhere
in the ballpark.

But I have had owners who,
when I told them their dog was
perfect, agreed wholehearted-
ly. I think they must have a
very good relationship with
their dog.

“Oh! Isn’t he a perfect dog?”
I’ll say.

“Yes, he pretty much is,”
the owner will reply and
shrug, as if they are not quite
sure how they were fortunate
to adopt — out of all the im-
perfect dogs in the world —
the one perfect one. The dog
never pretends he is not per-
fect. What would be the point
of that? The dog nuzzles his
owner and nuzzles my hand
and lets me know that even
perfect dogs have time to chit-
chat on the sidewalk.

So I have not felt the need
to carry treats. Lavish compli-
ments, small talk, and lots of
ear scratching seem to do just
as well, and I don’t run afoul
of special diets and concerns
that a dog might be “putting
on weight,” which is a myth
that veterinarians spread,
probably just so they can get
more business.

Eventually, I say goodbye
to the dog, and I thank the
owner for letting me delay
them on their walk, and I head
off down the sidewalk. “You
have a new best friend!” some
of them say. And some of the
dogs look back at me, a little
disappointed that we are not
all continuing the walk togeth-
er.

I had a dog for years, and I
miss having a dog. As much as
I love my cat, Felix, there is
something about a dog that
pulls on my heartstrings. But
having a dog is not practical
for us right now. And so every
day, I get my dose of dog. And
while I may be holding things
up for a minute or two, I don’t
think anyone is worse off for
the time we spend together.

Till next time,
Carrie

Workers of the world aren’t
uniting behind the DSA

What did the country ever do to white college
graduates to make them feel so disaffected from its
economic and political system? The wave of social-
ist victories in Democratic primaries is being driv-
en by well-educated white voters who are more
extreme than the rest of the Democratic coalition.

The latest evidence is a new poll in the closely
watched Democratic primary for a Senate seat in
Michigan. The AOC-endorsed, Israel-hating insur-
gent, Abdul El-Sayed, has had momentum, but is
now narrowly trailing the establishment candidate,
Haley Stevens. According to a Detroit News sur-
vey, Stevens is ahead by about seven points, with
demographic advantages that are very telling.

Stevens, a goofy white lady, leads El-Sayed by a
3-to-1 margin among black voters. On the other
hand, El-Sayed, a person of color fully vested in the
left’s Third Worldist agenda, leads among white vot-
ers, 51-39%.  Stevens, a career apparatchik and pol-
itician, leads among non-college-educated voters,
56-34%, whereas El-Sayed, who has been endorsed
by the Working Families Party, is ahead with col-
lege-educated voters, 48-41.

The respective strengths of the two candidates
run against the grain of what you might expect in a
race between a conventional Democrat and a radi-
cal, yet accord with what we’ve seen in campaign
after campaign.

Socialists may imagine themselves the champi-
ons of people of color and of workers, but their move-
ment is, by and large, most attractive to caucasian
associate professors of sociology who think they
haven’t achieved the station in life that they de-
serve.

It’s less a proletarian phenomenon than a project
of frustrated Ph.D. candidates and medium-level
professionals. Because many socialist candidates
have immigrant backgrounds, it can be tempting
to consider the movement as fundamentally a func-
tion of immigration, when that’s not true.

A 2021 survey of DSA members found that they
were disproportionately white, at 85%, and dispro-
portionately had college degrees (80%) or a higher
degree (35%). This leaves them in a similar predic-
ament to pioneering communists and socialists in
Europe who talked up the prospect of a worker rev-
olution, and then looked around the room and saw
no workers, only intellectuals and activists like
themselves.

The good news for DSA-aligned candidates is
that college-educated white people are very reliable
voters who can make a big difference in the kind of
low-turnout primaries where anti-establishment,
left-wing candidates thrive. A recent analysis in The
New York Times noted that Zohran Mamdani-en-
dorsed socialist Darializa Avila Chevalier defeated
Rep. Adriano Espaillat in a marquee New York City
congressional primary while winning high-educa-
tion and higher-income areas; Espaillat, in contrast,
won in majority-Hispanic and lower-income areas.

Another Mamdani pick, Brad Lander similarly
wiped up in high-income and high-education areas
while crushing Rep. Dan Goldman, whose strong
performance in low-income parts of the district
didn’t save him.  Socialistic economics may have
appeal to working-class voters in theory, but the
DSA couples its economics with extreme views on
cultural issues that have very little appeal with non-
college-educated voters. Tax the rich? Sure. Tran-
scend the gender binary? No, thanks — whatever
that means.

That the average black Democrat is more mod-
erate and pragmatic than the average white Demo-
crat may prove the ultimate check on whether an
AOC-type candidate can claim the big prize of the
Democratic presidential nomination in 2028. It’s one
thing to appeal to the so-called Commie Belt in New
York City, the young, highly educated, diverse
neighborhoods in Queens and Brooklyn that so
strongly backed Zohran Mamdani; it’s quite anoth-
er to win over the older, religious African Ameri-
can voters in, say, South Carolina’s I-95 Black Belt.

In the 2020 primaries, Bernie Sanders ran a
campaign of great verve and ideological energy,
while Joe Biden stumbled from one early setback
to another — yet, black Democrats decided that the
former vice president was the safer choice, and that
was the end of Sanders. In short, the workers of
the world may one day unite, but not behind a so-
cialist vessel for the grievances of ideologically ex-
otic, college-educated white people.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.
(c) 2026 by King Features Synd., Inc.

Flooding Batters Hill Country Once Again
A massive amount of rain

once again engulfed the Hill
Country, causing widespread
flooding in several counties, in-
cluding Uvalde, Kerr, Kendall
and Gillespie. At least two fatal-
ities were reported near Comfort
and Uvalde.

More than 270 people were
rescued. Damage was widespread
from rains bringing as much as
25 inches to parts of Kerr Coun-
ty and 10 to 15 inches in other
counties.That is much lower than
the toll from last summer’s flood-
ing, which killed more than 130
statewide, the San Antonio Ex-
press-News reported.

Officials and residents credit
improved warning systems, in-
cluding text alerts and flood si-
rens, and fewer people clustering
on riverbanks, since it was not a
holiday weekend — unlike the
July 4, 2025, flood.

Law enforcement officials
fanned out to campgrounds, ho-
tels and RV parks as the flood-
waters began to raise, though
this time the flooding built up
over a few days.

“We weren’t caught off guard
by something nobody expected,”
state Rep. Wes Virdell, R-Brady,
said at a news conference Friday.
“We had a lot of critical, key peo-
ple that were in the proper loca-
t i o n s  t h a t  w e r e  v e r y
instrumental in helping us. Res-
idents were very aware of the
possibility of what’s going to hap-
pen when that river floods.”

Gov. Greg Abbott signed a
major disaster declaration seek-
ing federal assistance for rebuild-
ing efforts in 28 affected counties.

STATE AGENCIES ASKED TO CUT
SPENDING BY 3% IN NEXT
BUDGET CYCLE

Abbott, Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick,
and House Speaker Dustin Bur-
rows announced their top four
priorities for the 2028-2029 bud-
get cycle last week, including re-
quiring state agencies to reduce
base spending requests by 3%.
Other priorities include address-
ing affordability concerns, fully
funding public education, sup-
porting teachers, and advancing
property tax reform.

In a news release, Abbott said
the budget guidance “protects our
historic investments in public ed-
ucation and teachers, delivers
even more property tax relief,
and makes the cost of living more
manageable for Texas families
through strict standards of effi-
ciency and accountability from
every state agency.”

The 90th legislative session

begins in January.

MORTGAGE DELINQUENCIES UP
AMONG FIRST-TIME
HOMEOWNERS

First-time homeowners in
Texas are increasingly failing to
make their mortgage payments
on time, the Houston Chronicle
reported. Increasing homeowner
insurance costs are the primary
culprit, according to data from
the Federal Housing Administra-
tion.

Most FHA borrowers are first-
time homebuyers and typically
have lower credit ratings and less
money for a down payment, mak-
ing them more vulnerable to ris-
ing monthly costs. Roughly 6% of
FHA loans in Texas were at least
90 days past due, up from 3.7% a
year earlier.

“This unfortunately positions
Texas at the epicenter of the na-
t i o n a l  a f f o r d a b i l i t y
squeeze,” Scott Norman, CEO of
the Texas Mortgage Bankers As-
sociation, told state lawmakers in
June.

Home insurance rates have
increased by an average of 80%
since 2020, according to the Tex-
as Department of Insurance.
Compounding the situation, ho-
meowners with low credit scores
are paying almost $3,000 more
annually for home insurance
than those with high credit
scores.

Late payments on convention-
al mortgages have remained flat,
with less than 1% of borrowers
seriously behind on their pay-
ments.

HOWDEN NAMED TEXAS
SECRETARY OF STATE

Abbott has named Robert S.
Howden to succeed Jane Nelson
as Texas secretary of state, ac-
c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  T e x a s
Standard. Nelson left office on
July 17.

Howden has served as Ab-
bott’s legislative director since

September 2024. He will serve as
interim secretary until the legis-
lative session begins in January,
when he will need to be con-
firmed by the Texas Senate.

“His experience in the legis-
lative process and extensive pub-
lic service have prepared him to
protect the integrity of Texas
elections and represent our state
with strength on the global
stage,” Abbott said in announc-
ing Howden’s appointment.

The office’s primary responsi-
bility is overseeing elections and
voter rolls. It also oversees busi-
ness filings, such as limited lia-
bility corporations and other
entities.

TALARICO HOLDS FUNDRAISING
EDGE OVER PAXTON

With less than four months
before the November general
election, Democratic nominee
James Talarico has vastly out-
raised his GOP rival Ken Paxton
i n  t h e  U . S .  S e n a t e  r a c e ,
the Chronicle reported.

The Austin-area state legisla-
tor ended June with a bank bal-
ance of $21.5 million, according
to newly filed documents with
the Federal Election Commis-
sion. After factoring in expenses,
incumbent senator Paxton’s cam-
paign was left with a balance of
just $1.7 million.

Both candidates are heavily
backed by so-called super PACs.
The Talarico-aligned PAC has
$21.6 million in the bank, includ-
ing $10 million from LinkedIn co-
founder Reid Hoffman. The
Paxton-aligned PAC, which
spent heavily in his successful
runoff against incumbent U.S.
Sen. John Cornyn, was left with
just $35,000 to start July.

Talarico hopes to break Tex-
as Democrats’ 32-year losing
streak in statewide elections. He
has raised more than $68 million
thus far, the most for any non-
incumbent in a U.S. Senate race.

ABBOTT CAMPAIGN PAID $25K
TO RENT ELEPHANT

Gov. Greg Abbott’s reelection
campaign paid $25,000 to rent
Paige the elephant for the state
GOP convention from an exhibi-
tor that failed to register with the
city of Houston before bringing
the elephant to the George R.
Brown Convention Center, ac-
cording to the Chronicle.

A campaign finance report re-
vealed the amount the campaign
paid to East Texas Elephant Ex-
perience to parade her at the
June convention. The city’s reg-
ulatory division said it had no
record the company registered as
a licensed exhibitor at least 20
days before the event as required
by city code.

Klayton Rutherford of PETA
said the payment rewards an ex-
otic animal entertainment indus-
try that has come under criticism
over its treatment of elephants.

“The amount of money that is
involved in this industry is stag-
gering,” Rutherford said. “The
most prominent elected official in
the state arranged this exhibit
and it was done apparently in vi-
olation of the city’s ordinances
and that’s alarming.”

The Abbott campaign de-
clined to comment.

Gary Borders is a veteran
award-winning Texas journalist.
He published a number of com-
munity newspapers in Texas dur-
ing a 30-year span, including in
Longview, Fort Stockton, Nacog-
doches, Lufkin and Cedar Park.
Email:
gborders@texaspress.com
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Bus program keeps seniors
active, connected,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

While final fundraising
numbers were still being
tallied, Becker said the
chamber expected to be
pleased with the results.
Proceeds from events such
as Concert On The Water
help support chamber pro-
grams and community ac-
tivities, including the new
educators luncheon and
the chamber’s Christmas
festival, which is offered
free to the community.

“It helps pay for events
such as part of the new ed-
ucators luncheon that we
just had,” Becker said. “It
also helps to pay for things
around the office,” includ-
ing expenses and utilities.

The event also relied on
support from local busi-

Summer concert exceeds
chamber expectations,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

nesses and volunteers.
Becker thanked Tim with
Skero’s Furniture and
Mattress for donating raf-
fle prizes, Lake Houston
Brewery for donating the
location and the concert
committee led by Tim
Paterson of Skero’s Furni-
ture.

The evening included a
raffle featuring prizes such
as Adirondack-style chairs
with a center table, a
queen mattress and a re-
cliner. Sponsorships also
helped support the event,
including major sponsor-
ships from Trusted Insur-
ance and Visiting Angels.

For the chamber, the
strong turnout was a sign
that Concert On The Wa-

ter is becoming a growing
summer tradition for Cros-
by and Huffman.

Becker said the cham-
ber already expects to
bring the event back next
year.

“Absolutely,” she said.
“We don’t have a date yet,
but we are already looking
at lineups. If anybody
would be interested in
playing, contact the cham-
ber office and we’ll see if
we can get something set
up.”

Tickets, sponsorship in-
formation and future event
deta i l s  are  ava i lab le
through the Crosby-Huff-
man Chamber of Com-
merce.

K-9 Unit and officers with
the Humble Police Depart-
ment later located the ve-
hicle in the 8800 block of
Will Clayton Parkway.

Rodriguez was taken
into custody without inci-
dent, officials said.

Harris County Sheriff’s
Office homicide detectives

Man charged with capital
murder after double homicide,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

continue investigating the
case and are working to
determine the full se-
quence of events leading
up to the shooting.

Anyone with informa-
tion about the incident is
asked to contact the Har-
ris County Sheriff’s Office

non-emergency line at 713-
221-6000 or Crime Stop-
p e r s  o f  H o u s t o n  a t
713-222-TIPS. Tips may
also be submitted anony-
mously through Crime
Stoppers.

Source: Harris County
Sheriff’s Office

is one of the program’s big-
gest attractions.

“We go to museums, we
go to the zoo, we go to
plays,” another senior said.
“The quilt show is always
a big deal, the Nutcracker
Market, the dog show at
NRG. We do a little bit of
everything. We just like to
hang out and have a lot of
fun.”

A recent outing took a
group from Crosby to the
Houston Museum of Nat-
ural Science.

“Today we went to the
Museum of Natural Sci-
ence,” one participant said.
“We had an awesome time
there. It was a lot of fun
meeting new people. Just
had a great time hanging
out.”

Beyond visiting attrac-

tions across the region,
many riders say the great-
est benefit is the friend-
ships formed along the
way.

Others said they were
surprised to learn the free
service existed.

“I didn’t know that all
this service was offered
here,” a lady who partici-
pated in a recent trip said.
“Somebody pointed it out
to me, and I pointed it out
to everybody I know who’s
coming of age who can take
these trips because I think
it’s really worth every ef-
fort to take them.”

Participants say the
program offers something
different for everyone,
whether it is social inter-
action, educational oppor-
t u n i t i e s  o r  s i m p l y

spending a day away from
home.

In addition to individu-
al day trips, Precinct 3 ac-
cepts bus trip reservations
from organizations serving
adults age 50 and older,
including churches, assist-
ed-living communities and
social clubs. Reservations
are currently being accept-
ed through December
2026, while bookings for
January through June
2027 will open Oct. 13.

Residents interested in
participating or making
group reservations may
contact the Precinct 3 Bus
Program at (832) 927-
6 8 2 0  o r  e m a i l
transportation@pct3.hctx.net.
More information is avail-
able at www.pct3.com/
Services/Bus-Program.

SMALL ADS REPEATED GET

RESULTS.
713-266-3444

BIG



Page 6 THURSDAY, JULY 30, 2026Star ✯ Courier / Press / North Channel STAR

Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

✯

SMALL ADS BRING BIG RESULTS

Ask about our Business Directory
Package

13 Weeks + Story + Display for $260
Ask about our Ribbon Cutting Package

Photo + Story + Web for $260

713-266-3444

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS

281-421-4050      1500 E. Wallisville Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

CLASSIFIEDCLASSIFIED

A D SA D S
Your AD will reach up to 40,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 20,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $18 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

Small RV Space Available in Crosby
 Nice shade tree on the property

For more information, call:
(281)571-5857

RV SPACE RV SPACERV SPACE

16-2t

FOR RENTFOR RENT FOR RENT

APARTMENT FOR RENT
$600.00 / month,
Deposit $200.00

All Bills Paid, (Private & Quite)
For more information

Please Call 281-722-0541
16-2t

As high summer temperatures continue across the Houston area, Harris County Precinct 2 is reminding
residents that free cooling centers are available for those seeking relief from the heat.

Through the Reliant Beat the Heat program, Precinct 2 operates seven air-conditioned cooling centers
where residents can escape extreme temperatures during regular business hours.

The centers are open Mondays and Wednesdays from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m., and Fridays from 8 a.m. to noon.

Among the locations serving eastern Harris County are the Martin Flukinger Community Center, 16003
Lorenzo St. in Channelview; the JD Walker Community Center, 7613 Wade Road in Baytown; and the East
Harris County Activity Center, 7340 Spencer Highway in Pasadena.

Additional cooling centers include the Pep Mueller Activity Center in Houston, the Leonel Castillo
Community Center in Houston, the Mangum-Howell Community Center in Houston and the Deputy
Darren Almendarez Community Center in Houston.

The cooling centers provide residents with a safe, air-conditioned place to stay during periods of extreme
heat, helping reduce the risk of heat-related illnesses.

The program is offered through the office of Harris County Precinct 2 Commissioner Adrian Garcia in part-
nership with Reliant.

Residents are encouraged to check on elderly family members, neighbors and others who may be vulnerable
to the heat and to take advantage of the cooling centers when temperatures become dangerously high.

Precinct 2 Cooling Centers Open
to Help Residents Beat the Heat
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Mary Steenburgen, left and Jake Johnson stars in “The Dink.”

“The Dink.”

Q:When are the Emmy Awards, and
who’ll be hosting this year? I think Co-
nan O’Brien should host them, like he
does the Oscars. — S.H.

A:While former late-night host turned
podcaster Conan O’Brien has hosted the
Primetime Emmy Awards by himself in both
2002 and 2006, he’s pretty much locked in
as the permanent host of the Oscars. This
isn’t a guarantee, but we’re all assuming
that he’ll be back to host cinema’s most pres-
tigious awards show for the third year in a
row.

In recent years, the Emmys have been
hosted by comedian Nate Bargatze, father-
son duo/”Schitt’s Creek” stars Eugene and
Dan Levy, and sitcom actor Anthony Ander-
son. Jimmy Kimmel has hosted three times,
but there hasn’t been a female solo host
since actress Jane Lynch (“Only Murders
in the Building”) introduced presenters in
2011.

New York Knicks fanatic and “Law & Or-
der: SVU” star Mariska Hargitay has been
chosen by NBC to be this year’s emcee when
the ceremony airs live on Sept. 14, at 8 p.m.
ET. However, a recent announcement stat-
ing that the live telecast would feature five
fewer categories to make room for more mu-
sical performances and comedy sketches has
the Hollywood community in an uproar.

Two of the categories that didn’t make
the cut are Supporting Actor and Support-
ing Actress in a Limited or Anthology Se-
ries or Movie. According to Variety, the two
talents projected to win in these respective
categories this year are David Harbour for
“DTF St. Louis” and Constance Zimmer for
“Love Story.”

***
Q: Is it true that Robert Redford was

supposed to star in “Yellowstone”? Was
it the role that Kevin Costner played?
— L.G.

A: Before “Yellowstone” found its home
with Paramount, its creator Taylor Sheri-
dan pitched the show to HBO. He suggest-
ed actor Kevin Costner in the lead role of
John Dutton, but HBO wanted a “genera-
tional talent” of Robert Redford’s stature,
which Sheridan misunderstood to mean
Robert Redford himself. According to the
Hollywood Reporter, Sheridan personally
visited Redford to make him an offer (which
the legendary movie star accepted), only to
have to rescind it when HBO clarified that

they wanted someone of Redford’s type but
not age.

Costner went on to play Dutton for five
seasons before departing the show. Mean-
while, Sheridan went on to dedicate the
first episode of his most recent hit series
“The Madison” to Redford, in what’s felt
to be a fitting tribute.

***
Q:Are they still going to do an

American version of “The Traitors”
with noncelebrities? If so, when and
where will it air? — C.C.

A:Yes, “The Traitors: New Blood” will
launch its two-hour premiere episode on
NBC on Thursday, Sept. 17, at 8 p.m. ET.
This version featuring civilian contestants
will also be hosted by Alan Cumming, the
two-time Emmy-winning host of Peacock’s
“The Traitors.” It’ll be filmed at the
Ardross Castle in the Scottish Highlands
as well.

Twenty-two contestants, who were cho-
sen from a nationwide search of more than
60,000 applicants, will compete for the
$250,000 prize — and what’s sure to be a
lucrative career on social media when it
airs!

S e n d  m e  y o u r  q u e s t i o n s  a t
NewCelebrityExtra@gmail.com.

(c) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

Host of the 2026 Emmys Mariska Hargitay (“Law &
Order: SVU”)

“Disclosure  Day”
(PG-13) — Three-time Os-
car -winning  d i rec tor
Steven Spielberg’s (“The
Fabelmans”) latest direc-
torial feat is now available
to rent, following a box-of-
fice stint that barely made
double its $115 million
budget. Spielberg signed
on Emily Blunt (“The Dev-
il Wears Prada 2”) and
Josh O’Connor (“Wake Up
Dead Man”) to respective-
ly play his lead actors in
the film — an NBC meteo-
rologist (Blunt) and a cy-
b e r s e c u r i t y  a n a l y s t
(O’Connor), who join forc-
es against the government
to reveal the hard-kept se-
cret of extraterrestrial life.
Colin Firth (“Young Sher-
lock”) portrays a govern-
ment  contractor  who
attempts to stop the duo in
their tracks, while Colman
Domingo (“Euphoria”)
takes on the role of anoth-
er contractor who switch-
es sides to become an
advocate for disclosure.

(Fandango)
“Supergirl” (PG-13)

— Another recently re-
leased film that didn’t do
so well in theaters will be
available to rent starting
on July 28. This superhe-
ro flick led by Milly Alcock
(“House of the Dragon”)
follows David Corenswet’s
“Superman” as the second
overall film within the new
DC Universe. After Kara
Zor-El, Superman’s cous-
in, gets sent to Earth by
her father to avoid Kryp-
tonite  poisoning,  she
adopts a new life on Earth
as Supergirl with her dog,
Krypto .  As Supergir l
reaches her 23rd birthday
and has a party bender on
different planets, Super-
man’s concerned that she
hasn’t yet fully adapted to
her life and role on Earth.
But perhaps an intergalac-
tic adventure is exactly
what Kara needs to appre-
ciate where she’s been and
where she’ll go in the fu-
ture. (YouTube)

“The Dink” (PG-13) —
Jake Johnson (“New Girl”
) leads this new sports-
comedy film that is out
now to stream — right on
time for it to compete with
Will Ferrell’s series “The
Hawk” (which basically
has the same plot but with
golf!). “The Dink” follows a
cocky, washed-up tennis
pro Dusty Boyd (Johnson),
who suffers a hand injury
before a big duel. When his
doctor prescribes pickle-
ball as a strategy to ease
back into tennis, Dusty’s
very reluctant to grab a
paddle and take his place
alongside the older ladies
on the court. But as he em-
barks on his pickleball
journey, he also learns
some important life les-
sons - undoubtedly thanks
to his kind and wise team-
mate,  Candace (Mary
Steenburgen). Look out for
former pro tennis players
John McEnroe and Andy
Roddick to make appear-
ances throughout the film
as well. (Apple TV)

“Ride or Die” (TV-
MA) — This action-come-
dy series stars Octavia
Spencer (“Smurfs”) and
Hannah Waddingham
(“The Woman in Cabin
10”) as two best friends
who don’t really know
much about each other.
One friend, Debbie (Spen-
cer), is the wife of a mem-
ber of Parliament, while
the other, Judith (Wad-
dingham), is secretly a
deadly assassin. While Ju-
dith usually keeps mum
about her job, the two be-
sties are forced to go on the
run with mercenaries hot
on their trail after a hit
gone wrong. With no oth-
er options but to put her
faith — and life — in Ju-
dith’s hands, Debbie suc-
c u m b s  t o  b e i n g  a n
assassin’s accomplice, hop-
ing that she’s still in one
piece by the end of the mis-
sion. All eight episodes are
out now to stream! (Ama-
zon Prime Video)

(c) 2026 King Features
Synd., Inc.
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