
Serving Highlands, Crosby, Huffman and Surrounding Communities
since 1955  •  www.starcouriernews.com

VOL. 73, NO. 31 – $1.00 THURSDAY, AUGUST 13, 2026© Copyright 2026 HIGHLANDS, TEXAS 77562

STAR-COURIER PHONES: 713-266-3444 • E-MAIL: GRAFIKSTAR @ AOL.COM • ADS: 713-977-2555

✯
IN THE
STARS

Continued. See TCEQ REVIEWS
PROPOSED HIGHLANDS, Page 7

FORMER CROSBY PRINCIPAL
ARRESTED, Page 3

IRAN WAR STRAINS
TRUMP PRESIDENCY, Page 4

Continued. See GOVERNOR ABBOTT HALTS, Page 5

Abbott pauses Texas data center
projects pending state audit

In Honor of Susan Lynn Hoffman

Summer Pet Care In 2026

Jacinto City citizens with their pets… L – R: Angelica
Torres (**The Sourdough Girl) with Kasper & Maria
Torres holding Luna their family pets.(Photo by Allan
Jamail)

Continued. See PROTECT PETS
FROM EXTREME SUMMER, Page 2

By Allan Jamail

Jacinto City, TX. ~ I dedicate this article to Sus-
an Lynn Hoffman, the daughter of the North Chan-
nel Star Editor and Publisher Gilbert Hoffman. She
died unexpectedly May 23, 2023 at the age of 64,
from Cardiac Arrest suffered during a scheduled
heart procedure.

Susan’s interests included
taking care for every conceivable
stray animal she encountered.

She cared for many stray an-
imals, including cats, dogs, and
birds. She kept some, but found

Foster homes when possible.
She supported animal shelters
and encouraged others to

do the same. Susan, Sgt.
Pierson and I love dogs and cats,
we have this in common.

On July 30, 2026 at the Ja-
cinto City Park I met pet loving
citizens Angelica Torres (The
Sourdough Girl) and her mom
Maria Torres along with their
pet dogs Kasper and Luna. (see
photo)

EXTREME HEAT WAVE
CONCERNS: Angelica and Mar-
ia were anxious to help with my
article in hopes readers would
take notice of it and take some
special care and extra steps this

By David Taylor
Managing Editor

AUSTIN — Gov. Greg
Abbott has directed the
Public Utility Commission
of Texas and the Electric
Reliability Council of Tex-
as to halt proposed data
center projects from mov-
ing forward until state reg-
ulators verify critical
details about how the facil-
ities would operate, from
their electricity and water
demands to their owner-
ship and community im-
pacts.

The directive, issued
Monday, Aug. 3, requires
PUCT and ERCOT to con-
duct a comprehensive ver-
ification and audit of all
data centers advancing
through ERCOT’s inter-
connection process before
any additional projects are

approved. Projects that do not comply with
requirements set by the agencies or state
law will be denied connection to the Tex-
as grid.

“Our top priority is to protect Texans’
safety and quality of life,” Abbott said.
“Any project that fails to comply with the
requirements set forth by the PUCT and
ERCOT, and by state law, must be denied
connection to the Texas grid. Simply put,
Texans must come first.”

ERCOT is reviewing more than 474 gi-
gawatts of requests to connect to the state
grid, a figure more than five times Texas’

ExxonMobil Foundation Grants $180,000 to
Boost STEM Education in Goose Creek CISD

BAYTOWN, Texas —
The ExxonMobil Foun-
dation has awarded
Goose Creek Consolidat-
ed Independent School
District (GCCISD) a his-
toric $180,000 grant to
strengthen Science,
Technology, Engineer-
ing and Math (STEM)
education, improve ele-
m e n t a r y  s c i e n c e
achievement and ex-
pand learning opportu-
nities for students and
families throughout the
district.

The grant represents
the largest contribution
the ExxonMobil Founda-
tion has ever provided to
GCCISD and will sup-
port two district-wide in-
itiatives focused on
student achievement

Joe Rodriguez (GCCISD Superintendent), Emilie Olivier, (GCCISD Associate Director of Science and Health), ExxonMobil
Baytown Area, Mercedes Smith (Public Affairs Manager), Orjanel Lewis (Socioeconomic Manager), Anna Espinoza
(GCCISD Education Foundation Executive Director), James Campisi (GCCISD Board of Trustees President), Helen
Berrot-Tims (GCCISD Board of Trustees Member).

and STEM engagement.
Funding will  help

launch the Elementary
Science Achievement

Initiative, which will
provide enhanced sci-
ence curriculum re-
s o u r c e s  a n d

instructional support for
fifth-grade students pre-
paring for the State of
Texas Assessments of

Academic Readiness
(STAAR) Science exam.
The initiative is designed
to improve science learn-
ing outcomes across the
district while supporting
measurable growth for
all student populations,
including emergent bilin-
gual learners.

The grant will also
support the GCCISD
STEM Exploration and
Family Engagement Ini-
tiative, which aims to
connect students and
families with STEM ca-
reers, educational path-
w a y s  a n d  h a n d s - o n
learning experiences. A
districtwide STEM Night
planned for this fall is ex-
pected to engage more
than 3,000 students and
family members through

interactive activities,
demonstrations and ca-
reer exploration oppor-
tunities.

“Strong STEM edu-
cation programs help
prepare students for fu-
ture  success  whi le
s t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e
workforce pipeline our
communities and indus-
tries depend on,” said
O r j a n e l  L e w i s ,
Baytown Area Socioeco-
nomic Manager. “We
are proud to collaborate
with Goose Creek CISD
to provide meaningful
learning opportunities
that inspire curiosity,
innovation and achieve-
ment.” (Source: Exxon
Mobile website)

By David Taylor
Managing Editor

East Harris County,
Texas — Harris County
Justice of the Peace Lucia
Bates has been elected Dis-
trict 10 director of the Jus-
t ice of  the Peace and
Constables Association of
Texas during the associa-
tion’s 82nd Annual Educa-
tion Conference in Sugar
Land, Texas.

Bates, who serves Pre-
cinct 3, Place 2, was elect-
ed during the association’s
82nd annual education
conference in Sugar Land.

“As the newly elected
District 10 Director for the
Justices of the Peace and
Constables Association,
my mission remains root-
ed in public trust, collabo-
rative leadership, and

Lucia Bates Elected District
10 Director of Texas JPCA

Judge Lucia Bates.
newly elected District 10 Director for the Justices of the Peace

unwavering service. True
justice is a collective effort,
and I look forward to unit-
ing our region’s courts to
better protect and empow-
er every person across our
communities.”

As District 10 director,
Bates will help represent a
27-county region in South-
east Texas and support
JPCA efforts involving pol-
icy, education and advoca-
cy for justices of the peace
and constables across the
state.

Bates joined JPCA in
2019 after winning her pri-
mary election and has re-
mained  act ive  in  the
organization. She has
served on the Court Per-
sonnel Education Commit-

Continued. See JUDGE BATES
ELECTED JPCA DISTRICT 10, Page 5

By David Taylor
Managing Editor

HIGHLANDS, Texas —
The East Lake Houston
Management District is
seeking state approval to
discharge treated wastewa-
ter from a proposed domes-
tic wastewater treatment
facility near Highlands, ac-
cording to a notice filed
with the Texas Commission
on Environmental Quality.

The district has applied
for a Texas Pollutant Dis-
charge Elimination System
permit that would allow the
release of treated wastewa-
ter at a daily average flow
of up to 50,000 gallons per
day. The application, listed
as proposed Permit No.
WQ0017011001, was re-
ceived by TCEQ on June 29
and issued for public notice
July 29.

The proposed facility
would be about 2,300 feet

East Lake Houston District
Seeks Wastewater Permit

southwest of the intersec-
tion of Highland Shores
Drive and North Main
Street in Harris County,
according to the notice.
From the plant site, treat-
ed discharge would flow to
an unnamed tributary,
then to George White
Lake, which TCEQ iden-
tifies as part of the San
Jacinto River Tidal sys-
tem.

Robin Butcko, senior
wastewater consultant
with Permitting Services
LLC, said the plant is con-
nected to the planned
Highland Shores subdivi-
sion and is being built to
serve that development.

“The plant is just for
the  subdiv is ion  that
they’re building,” Butcko
said, clarifying that the
subdivision is called High-

Thursday, Aug. 13
Baytown City Council
Public Hearing

The Baytown City
Council is scheduled to
hold a public hearing at
6:30 p.m. and consider
an ordinance
concerning a
development application
at 3710 Crosby Cedar
Bayou Road. Residents
may participate during
the public hearing

Friday-Saturday,
Aug. 14-15

“12 Angry Jurors”
Baytown Little

Theater, 2 E. Texas Ave.,
Baytown. Performances
begin at 8 p.m. The
production is a dramatic
courtroom story
involving 12 jurors
deliberating a murder
case. Admission is $20.
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Protect pets from
extreme summer heat,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

summer to prevent the mistreat-
ment of pets.

It’s highly recommended in-
stead of the normal summer care
for pets pet owners this summer
will change their outdoor pets
water several times each day to
insure they have plenty of cool
fresh water and sufficient shade
they can get out of the blazing hot
sun light.

The Texas Safe Outdoor Act
(TSOA) is a law which requires
pet owners to adhere to and or
conform to or risk prosecution.
The law strikes the 24-hour wait-
ing period so animal services and
law enforcement can take imme-
diate action for dogs in distress.

The TSOA in Texas will be
enforced by local governments
and law enforcement agencies
and their officers. Cities and
counties may appoint animal con-
trol officers to enforce animal-re-
lated  laws and respond to
complaints from the public. Law
enforcement agencies can enforce
laws relating to dangerous dogs
that can attack people.

Patrol officers are on watch
for outside pets being placed on
a short leash less than 10 feet
long in violation of TSOA. Also
for anything that appears to be
inflicting the mistreatment of a
dog or cat.

Penalties for violating the
new dog and cat laws include
fines, seizure of the animal and
even criminal charges and some-
one found guilty of animal cruel-
ty could face jail time.

Some people take good care of
their pets while at home indoors
but then without thinking they’ll
take their dogs out for a walk not
realizing the hot pavement is well
over 150 degrees on their paws.
They sometime fail to realize the
pavement temperatures are as
hot on the dog’s paws exactly as
it would be on their own bare feet.
This is animal cruelty even
though it’s unintentional.

HEAT STROKE SYMPTOMS
& TREATMENT

Texas law requires fresh cool
water be made available to out-
door pets to prevent them from
overheating and having a heat
stroke and providing for their
pets some shaded shelter out of
the blazing hot sun.

Dogs or cats suffering from a
heat stroke may have some of
these symptoms; they’ll lie down,
pant when breathing, have exces-
sive drooling, has a fast heart
beat. FIRST AID TREATMENT:
immediately cool down the pet by
wetting it with cool water but not
ice water put a fan on it and take
it to a veterinarian.

ALL DOGS & CATS RE-
QUIRED TO BE REGISTERED
& LICENSED IN THEIR CITY
EVERY 6 MONTHS

According to the Texas Health
and Safety Code Chapter 828, all
dogs and cats must be registered
with the local animal services
agency by the time the animal is
four months old.

 NEW TEXAS LAW: Pet own-
ers must now renew their pet’s

registration every six months
rather than annually.  This
change aims to encourage more
frequent veterinary visits and
ensure vaccinations stay up-to-
date. Failure to register or renew
a pet’s license may result in late
fees or civil penalties. However,
some municipalities are using
positive reinforcement by offer-
ing registration discounts for mi-
cro chipped pets.

TEXAS LAW MANDATES
ALL DOGS & CATS MUST BE
VACCINATED

In Texas, all dogs and cats
over 3 months of age must be vac-
cinated against rabies by a li-
censed veterinarian. The rabies
vaccine must be administered ev-
ery 1 or 3 years depending on the
type of vaccine used.

Failure to vaccinate dogs
against rabies may result in fines
and owners can face criminal
charges for allowing unvaccinat-
ed dogs to expose others to rabies.
The city may also impose quar-
antines on dogs without proof of
rabies vaccination.

TYING OUTDOOR DOGS /
10 FOOT RULE / DOG CHAIN-
ING IS ILLEGAL

Texas passed the Safe Out-
door Dogs Act (TSOA) which es-
tablishes rules about tying and
chaining dogs outdoors. Dog on
chains is illegal. The main chang-
es include:

All dogs must be kept on a
leash or have a physical barrier
separating them from the public
when outside of their owner’s
property.

Dogs cannot be tied unattend-
ed outdoors with a restraint less
than 10 feet long.

The leash must be attached to
a proper collar or harness, not
directly around the dog’s neck.
Tied up dogs must have access to
drinkable water and adequate
shelter from the sun, heat or
freezing temperatures.

Under the TSOAct owners are
now barred from tying up their
dogs outside with chains or
weighed-down restraints. The
length of an outdoor restraint
must be 10 feet long or five times
the dog’s length from nose to tail.
A good walking leash length in

order to keep control of a dog is
from four to six feet and not over
ten feet.

Tying up a dog outside is pro-
hibited when a heat advisory or
hurricane, tropical storm, or se-
vere thunderstorm warning has
been issued. Tying dogs outdoors
is banned when the temperature
drops below 32°F for more than
4 consecutive hours.

These rules aim to prevent
inhumane treatment and danger-
ous conditions for outdoor dogs in
Texas. Violations are punishable
under the state’s animal cruelty
laws.

As a patrolman before I be-
came chief of police~city marshal
I had the city’s first official K-9
dog that was used on patrol in a
police unit. My German Shep-
herd’s name was Susan but called
Susie for short. Susie helped me
one night apprehend a criminal
who broke into the office of the
Houston Wiper & Mill Supply Co.
When out at night patrolling Su-
sie always gave me a sense of se-
curity, I kept her window down,
when stopping a vehicle as I
talked to a driver she would bark
loud and the driver knew my K-9
was watching and nearby.

To review the Texas Laws:
Chapter 821 of the Texas Health
and Safety Code & Dangerous
Dogs Chapter 822, Subchapters
A & B, of the Texas Health and
Safety Code.

REPORTING PET MIS-
TREATMENT: The public plays
a role by reporting violations.
Call your local law enforcement
agency any time you suspect an
animal’s basic needs are not be-
ing met. Phone numbers to keep
in your cell phone for reporting
any crime: Houston Police – 713-
884-3131, Harris County Sheriff
Office 713-221-6000, Jacinto City
Police – 713-672-2455, Galena
Park Police – 713-675-3471, Con-
stable Pct. 2 Jerry Garcia - 713-
477-4070, Constable Pct.  3
Sherman Eagleton - 713-274-
2500.

**Angelica Torres (The Sour-
dough Girl) the owner of the Do-
sey Dough Bakery, she takes
orders through her website on
Hotplate.com/angelicabakes.

Michi, an orange cat rescued from the streets of Monterrey, Mexico, was
brought to his new life in Houston by the daughter and son of North Channel
Newspaper staff writer Gerardo Hernandez.(Photo by Gerardo Hernandez)

OBITUARY
✯
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Former Crosby Elementary Principal
Arrested in Child Abuse Investigation
By Gerardo Hernandez
STAFF WRITER

FORNEY,  Texas  —
Wendy Rachel Bailey, the
former principal of Crosby
Elementary School in For-
ney ISD, has been arrest-
ed in connection with an
investigation into allega-
tions involving a former
special education teacher
and students at the school.

Bailey was arrested
July 28 and booked into
the Kaufman County Jail.
Jail records list charges of
endangering a child and
failure to report child
abuse or neglect.

Bailey is accused of fail-
ing to report allegations
involving a special educa-
tion student and of previ-
ously knowing about the
criminal history of a teach-
er she later recommended
for employment, according
to investigators and an ar-
rest affidavit reported by
Dallas-Fort Worth media.

Bailey is no longer em-
ployed by Forney Indepen-
dent School District. The

Jonathan MichaelWendy Rachel Bailey

district previously con-
firmed that Bailey and sev-
eral other employees were
removed from Crosby Ele-
mentary following allega-
tions involving former
special education teacher
Jonathan Michael, who
previously used the name
Michael Roell.

According to the inves-
tigation, Bailey became
aware of Michael’s previ-
ous legal history before he
was hired by Forney ISD.

Michael had previously
faced an indecency-with-a-
child charge while working
under his former name. He
was acquitted of  that

charge. Investigators al-
lege Bailey recognized him
when she received his ré-
sumé and was aware of his
previous case.

The investigation fur-
ther alleges that Michael
subsequent ly  l ega l l y
changed  h is  name to
Jonathan Michael and was
later recommended for
employment at Crosby El-
ementary.

Forney ISD said previ-
ously that Michael was
hired in October 2025 af-
ter passing a DPS and FBI
fingerprint-based back-
ground check and holding
what the district described

at the time as clean certi-
fication. The district said it
later learned that Michael
had legally changed his
name before applying.

The investigation also
focuses on allegations
made in April involving a
special education student.

According to investiga-
tors, teacher’s aides report-
e d  c o n c e r n s  a b o u t
Michael’s conduct involv-
ing a student and allega-
tions that inappropriate
comments had been made
around students. Investi-
gators allege Bailey moved
the student and an aide to
another classroom rather
than reporting the allega-
tions to law enforcement or
Child Protective Services.

Bailey allegedly told the
student’s parents that the
classroom was experienc-
ing behavioral issues and
that the student had been
moved for safety reasons.

The allegations involv-
ing Michael prompted a
broader investigation by
law enforcement and child-
protection authorities.

Forney ISD notified
families in April that a spe-
cial education teacher had
been removed from the
campus after allegations of
misconduct. The district
said the teacher was im-
mediately removed and
that the aides involved
were removed within 48
hours. The district also
said it notified law enforce-
ment and CPS and report-
ed the matter to the Texas
Education Agency.

Michael faces separate
criminal charges stem-
ming from the investiga-
tion, including allegations
involving students at Cros-
by Elementary.

Bailey’s arrest does not
constitute a finding of
guilt .  The allegations
against her have not been
proven in court, and she is
presumed innocent unless
proven guilty.

The investigation re-
mains ongoing.

As of Aug. 11, no convic-
tion or final disposition in
Bailey’s case has been re-
ported.

By Gerardo Hernandez
STAFF WRITER

City of Mont Belvieu of-
ficials and residents re-
cently  gathered for  a
ribbon-cutting ceremony
celebrating the completion
of Hackberry Park Phase
3 and the park’s new disc
golf course.

The project adds new
recreational opportunities

Hackberry Park Phase 3 Opens With Ribbon Cutting
for residents and visitors,
who are encouraged to ex-
plore the expanded park,
enjoy the outdoors and
play a round of disc golf.

Officials thanked every-
one who contributed to
bringing the project to
completion and said they
look forward to seeing the
community make use of
the new amenities.

By Gerardo Hernandez
STAFF WRITER

The Mont  Belvieu
Area Chamber of Com-
merce hosted its seventh
annual Casino Night,
presented by Gallant In-
dustrial, bringing local
business members and
community supporters

MB Chamber’s Casino
Night Draws Local Crowd

together for an evening of entertain-
ment.

The event featured dinner, drinks,
casino-style games and prizes provid-
ed by event sponsors.

Kenjo Kelley of PK Industrial was
named the 2026 Poker Champion.

Chamber officials thanked the event
sponsors and everyone who attended
the annual fundraiser and community
gathering.

By Gerardo Hernandez
STAFF WRITER

MONT BELVIEU - Safe Auto Repair recently celebrated a rib-
bon cutting marking its arrival in the Mont Belvieu area, accord-
ing to the Mont Belvieu Area Chamber of Commerce.

The business provides automotive repair and maintenance ser-
vices, including oil changes, brake repairs, engine work and ve-
hicle diagnostics. The company says its technicians are ASE
certified.

Safe Auto Repair also offers a 36-month/36,000-mile warran-
ty, shuttle service and loaner vehicles. The business is located at
11010 Eagle Drive in Baytown and can be reached at 281-299-
0106.

The Mont Belvieu Area Chamber congratulated Safe Auto Re-
pair and welcomed the business to the community. (Source MBA
Chamber)

Safe Auto Repair
Celebrates Mont Belvieu
Area Ribbon Cutting

Beat the Heat
High temperatures

can quickly become
dangerous if you’re
not prepared. Stay
cool with these simple
tips:

*Drink plenty of wa-
ter throughout the day,
even if you don’t feel
thirsty.

*Wear lightweight,
light-colored clothing
and don’t forget sun-
screen, sunglasses,
and a hat.

*Limit strenuous
outdoor activities dur-
ing the hottest part of
the day.

* T a k e  f r e q u e n t
breaks in the shade or
indoors if you’re work-
ing or exercising out-
side.

*Never leave chil-
dren  or  pe ts  in  a
parked vehicle—even
for a minute.

*Know the signs of
heat-related illness,
including dizziness,
nausea, headaches,
excessive sweating,
or confusion. If some-
one appears to be suf-
f e r i n g  f r o m  h e a t
exhaustion or heat
stroke, seek medical
attention immediately.

Conserve Water
S u m m e r  o f t e n

means increased de-
mand for water. Small
changes at home can
make a big difference.

*Only water when
needed and avoid wa-
tering after it rains.

*Check for leaking
faucets ,  spr ink ler
heads, or irrigation
systems and repair
them promptly.

*Sweep sidewalks
and driveways instead
of using a hose.

*Run dishwashers
a n d  w a s h i n g  m a -
chines only with full
loads to maximize ef-
ficiency.

Keep Your Home
Cool

Reducing heat in-
side your home can
also help lower ener-
gy costs.

*Close blinds and
curtains during the
hottest part of the day.

*Use ceiling fans to
circulate cool air, but
remember  to  turn
them off when you
leave the room.

*Replace air filters
regularly to help your
air conditioner run ef-
ficiently.

*Seal gaps around
windows and doors to
keep cool air inside.

Stay informed by
monitoring local fore-
casts and signing up
for our emergency
alert system INFOrce
so you’re prepared for
changing conditions.
www.montbelvieu.net/
inforce

MBTX takes
on the
Summer



Page 4 THURSDAY, AUGUST 13, 2026Star ✯ Courier / Press / North Channel STAR

Editor & Publisher..............................Gilbert Hoffman
Associate Publisher.....................Mei-Ing Liu Hoffman
Managing Editor......................................David Taylor
Assignment Editor....................................Julieta Paita
Website Editor............................ ......Kristan Hoffman
Production Manager.....................Gerardo Hernandez
Entered as Periodicals Class at Highlands Post Office, Highlands, TX 77562. Under the Act
of Congress of March 3, 1879. Published 50 weeks per year, on Thursday, by Grafikpress
Corp., 5832 Star Lane, Houston, TX 77057. Opinions in this paper are those of the au-
thors, and not necessarily this newspaper’s. Any erroneous statement which may appear
will be corrected when brought to the attention of the publisher. Liability for errors is
limited to the reprinting of the corrected version. Submissions are encouraged, in person,
by mail, by Fax, or by email, to grafikstar@aol.com.

GRAFIKPRESS is publisher of community newspapers, including Highlands STAR-Crosby
COURIER; Barbers Hill Dayton PRESS; Northeast NEWS; North Forest NEWS, North Chan-
nel STAR. Combined circulation of these newspapers exceeds 20,000, Readership exceeds
50,000 according to industry standards. We also print dozens of school, ethnic, and gov-
ernment publications on contract. Call for information to 713-977-2555.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: In-county, $35.00 per year. Out of county, $45.00 per Year. POSTMASTER:
Send address changes to Star-Courier, 5832 Star Lane, Houston, TX 77057

News and Ad Phones....713-266-3444
OFFICE....713-977-2555

email: grafikstar@aol.com
Member Texas Press Association

USPS 244-500

H I G H L A N D S

Barbers Hill✯Dayton PRESS

Star✯CourierStar✯Courier

NORTH CHANNEL ✯ STAR

C R O S B Y

THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Gary Borders

✯

✯      O P I N I O N    P A G E    ✯

EDITOR’S NOTE:  Opinions expressed here are not
necessarily that of this newspaper or its staff. YOUR
OPINION is welcome. Send a letter for possible
publication to Grafikpress Newspapers, 5832 Star Lane,
Houston TX 77057 or an email to GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com.
Please limit your words to about 200. Letters will be
subject to editing. Thank you.

Happy
Anticipation

Since my niece, Isabelle, was
little, she was always a planner.
She was the only kindergartner
I knew who laid out her outfit
for the following day on her bed
the night before.

“Which tights do you think I
should wear?” she would ask
me, very seriously. She would
have her outfit laid out on the
bed with two competing pairs of
tights, and I would be tasked
with determining which color
would best complete the ensem-
ble. I usually thought that ei-
ther would work nicely. But I
admired how Isabelle was ready
for the next demanding day at
kindergarten. At some point
early on, Isabelle had grasped
the idea that the future was
s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  c o u l d  b e
planned, and she ran with it.

We would be on our way to a
restaurant with my mom and
dad, and Isabelle would be over-
whelmed with excitement for
what the day would bring. “Af-
ter we have lunch, Grandpa, can
we play downstairs? And after
that, can we go swimming? And
after that—”

This would go on and on. If
she wasn’t stopped, Isabelle
could easily have mapped out
the rest of our lives on the drive
to lunch.

“I’m not planning anything!”
my father (Isabelle’s grandpa)
would finally say.

I knew this was a lie; my dad
has always been a planner. He
always said that at least half the
fun of a vacation was planning
it. I come from a family of plan-
ners, and so the fact that Isa-
belle enjoyed anticipating the
future so much should come as
no surprise. And while it could
get a little tiresome, having ev-
ery moment planned out in ex-
cruciating detail, I understood
where Isabelle was coming from.
It’s nice to have something to
look forward to.

Isabelle just got back from a
year in Argentina. She loved it,
she tells me. I wrote to her while
she was still there and asked if
she wanted to go to a musical
when she got back. She said that
she did. We went out to dinner
and then we saw a musical to-
gether, just as we used to before
she went away. I knew she was
sad to leave Argentina, and the
musical gave her something to
look forward to.

I buy tickets to musicals
months in advance and look for-
ward to the event with happy
anticipation. My husband, Pe-
ter, can tell you when we will
travel to Mexico many months
before we do. I have a reason-
ably good idea of what I will be
working on for months in ad-
vance. The good part about this
is that I always have something
to look forward to. The trouble
with it is that sometimes, by the
time the event arrives, it is al-
most an anticlimax. I wonder if
my life lacks spontaneity. I wor-
ry that I am falling into a rut.

But there is an old saying:
“Man plans, God laughs.” And
it’s true, much of my life does
not turn out the way I expect. I
never know what the future will
bring. As good as Isabelle is at
planning tomorrow’s outfit, the
direction her life will take is still
unknown. The same is true for
all of us.

So maybe it is a good thing
to have small plans to look for-
ward to with happy anticipa-
tion. My big plans will often
have to change, and life will
hand out disappointments, no
matter how well I plan. It’s good
to have some small, sweet mo-
ments I can look forward to. And
it’s important to be wearing the
right color tights when they
happen.

Till next time,
Carrie

The Iran War is eating
Trump’s presidency

An Iran war that was supposed to be brief, and
then was supposed to be over, is imposing an in-
creasing price on Donald Trump’s presidency.

We’ve seen a second term of a Republican ad-
ministration go this way before. There are dis-
tinct echoes of George W. Bush’s Iraq War — the
conflict that Trump has long excoriated —in the
president’s predicament.

Now, the Iran War is different from Iraq. There
is no ground invasion, no regime change, no occu-
pation, no counterinsurgency. The casualties
aren’t close to the same scale, and Donald Trump
has been fighting Iran for months, whereas
George W. Bush was embroiled in Iraq for years
(and so were his successors).

Yet, the political trajectory looks similar. Then,
as now, an unpopular conflict is putting down-
ward pressure on a Republican president’s ap-
proval rating.

Mainstream pollsters routinely have Trump’s
approval rating below 40%, and some put it be-
low 35%; Fox News has him at 39%, while CNN
(34%) and AP (33%) are lower. At this juncture of
Bush’s second term, his average approval rating
was a roughly comparable 38%, although he had
further to fall as the war continued and the fi-
nancial crisis hit.

If the Iran War is not exacting nearly the same
price in blood and treasure as the Iraq War, it is
inflicting a direct economic cost on Americans that
wasn’t present during the Iraq war.

It was often said of violent clashes in the streets
of the U.S. in the 1960s, “The Vietnam War has
come home.” Well, the Iran War came home the
first time the average price per gallon of gasoline
went above $4. Trump would have much more lee-
way to engage in a protracted operation to bring
Iran to heel if the public could, in effect, forget
about the war for a while, but there’s a reminder
every day of what’s happening in the Strait of Hor-
muz on gas signs across America.

In the CNN poll, 28% approve Trump’s han-
dling of Iran, while 25% approve his handling of
inflation and 21% of gas prices. These issues are
related. Trump wants his presidency to matter.
So, rather than being content with doing whatev-
er he could at the margins to lower prices, he went
for big, legacy-defining initiatives — tariffs and
the Iran War — that raised prices. In so doing, he
forfeited his signature issue of economic steward-
ship. In the latest Fox News poll, 33% approve of
his handling of the economy and 67% disapprove.

When the memorandum of understanding with
Iran was signed, Trump boasted about how, by
reopening the strait, it would avoid greater eco-
nomic distress; he said he didn’t want to be an-
other Herbert Hoover. Now, the strait is basically
closed again. Absent another deal, he’s faced with
the choice of escalation or an ongoing low-level
conflict, neither of which is going to be palatable
to the public.

The CNN poll found that nearly three-quar-
ters of Americans think Trump hasn’t paid enough
attention to the country’s most pressing problems.
The fact is that Iran wasn’t a priority for the pub-
lic and there was no attempt by the White House
to make it one until after it had already launched
the war.

Just as Bush’s success in toppling the Taliban
created the predicate for the Iraq War, Trump’s
stunning capture of Nicolas Maduro made it eas-
ier to believe that the Iran war would be a cake-
walk. The idealistic establishment Republican
and the “America First” populist both got lured
into overestimating the efficacy of American mil-
itary power.

We still don’t know how the Iran war will end.
Perhaps Trump will manage a satisfactory con-
clusion, and he has more room to bounce back up
again politically than Bush did after years of the
Iraq War. Still, the next Republican president
would be well served to be more prudent and
mindful of worst-case scenarios when launching
major military operations than either of his two,
otherwise very different, GOP predecessors.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.
(c) 2026 by King Features Synd., Inc.

Nearly three-fourths of
cyclosporiasis cases detect-
ed in Texas have been con-
fined to two regions, The
D a l l a s  M o r n i n g
News reported. The Texas
Depar tment  o f  S ta te
Health Services provided
numbers for each of the
state’s eight public health
regions. Most cases this
year, from the beginning of
May until late July, have
been reported in two re-
gions: Region 11 and Re-
gion 6/5S.

Region 11 includes Cor-
pus Christi and the south-
ernmost part of Texas. Of
the 106 lab-confirmed cas-
es statewide, 48 were re-
ported from that region —
or 45%. Region 6/5S in-
cludes the city of Houston
and Harris County, and an
additional 29 cases were
reported in that region.
Together, the two regions
account for roughly 73% of
the state’s cases.

The diarrhea-inducing
parasite has hit other
states hard. Michigan, for
example, has reported
thousands of cases. Texas
thus far has seen cyclospo-
riasis cases at about the
same level as in the past
few years.

THC HEMP PRODUCTS
ONCE AGAIN BANNED IN
TEXAS

Effective July 31, prod-
ucts containing cannab-
inoids such as delta-8
THC, delta-10 THC and
THCP are banned in Tex-
as, following a years-long
legal fight over state hemp
regulations, the Austin
A m e r i c a n -
Statesman reported.

The Texas Supreme
Court on May 1 upheld the
authority of the Texas De-
partment of State Health
Services to adopt rules
that in effect ban those
THC products.

The Texas Hemp Busi-
ness Council warned busi-
nesses  on  July  15  to
prepare for the change.

“Businesses  should
evaluate their inventory
and prepare to remove or
sell through products con-
taining more than trace
amounts of delta-8, delta-
10, delta-6, THCP, and
other cannabinoids that
fall within the reinstated

definition before the July
31 effective date,” the
council said.

Texas consumers are
now largely limited to in-
gestible and topical hemp
products made with com-
pliant delta-9 THC. Gum-
m i e s ,  e d i b l e s  a n d
beverages containing no
more than 0.3% delta-9
THC by dry weight remain
legal.

PAXTON SAYS HE WILL
DEBATE TALARICO

Texas Attorney General
Ken Paxton said last week
that he will debate state
Rep. James Talarico, D-
Round Rock, in the state’s
U.S. Senate race, though
no date has been set, The
Texas Tribune reported.

Talarico, the Democrat-
ic nominee, said he had ac-
cepted invitations from
Texas media groups for
three debates. The Paxton
campaign confirmed it had
received the same debate
invitations and said the
attorney general plans to
debate but did not commit
to specific dates.

“Of course, we are going
to debate James Talarico,
and we look forward to en-
gaging with potential de-
bate hosts,” Paxton senior
adviser Nick Maddux said
in a statement.

Talarico has agreed to
televised debates on Sept.
22 in the Rio Grande Val-
ley; Oct. 6 in Dallas; and
Oct. 13 in Austin.

Maddux said the Paxton
campaign was “close to
terms with one outlet now
and expect an announce-
ment to be forthcoming
shortly.”

Meanwhile, a new Fox
polls shows Talarico with

a slight lead, according to
the Houston Chronicle.
The poll shows him lead-
ing Paxton by three points,
51-48, boosted by strong
leads among independent
voters and other key con-
stituencies.

VOTERS WRONGLY
FLAGGED AS POTENTIAL
NONCITIZENS

Election officials across
Texas should immediately
reinstate some voters who
were incorrectly flagged as
p o s s i b l e  n o n c i t i z e n s
through a federal program,
according to The Tribune.
Christina Adkins, the
state elections director,
told county officials in a
phone call that Texas De-
partment of Public Safety
records have confirmed the
citizenship of some of the
2,724 registered voters sin-
gled out as potential non-
citizens.

The voters were flagged
after the state checked its
voter roll through a feder-
al program called System-
atic Alien Verification for
Entitlements, or SAVE,
that is used to verify the
citizenship of registered
voters.

Former Secretary of
State Jane Nelson sent a
letter in April to U.S. Citi-
zenship and Immigration
Services that raised con-
cerns about the accuracy of
the SAVE program, after
county election officials
found citizens wrongly la-
beled noncitizens.

ABBOTT PLAN CALLS FOR
LOWER HEALTH
INSURANCE COSTS

Gov. Greg Abbott last
week revealed plans to
lower health insurance
costs and drug prices by
making it cheaper for
small businesses to offer
insurance to their workers,
the Chronicle reported. He
said state mandates have
made it too expensive for
many small businesses to
offer health insurance for
their employees.

Abbott called for legisla-
tion that would allow those
businesses to offer plans
that don’t meet all state
mandates that exceed
what is required by the
federal government. That
generally would mean
thinner coverage for em-
ployees.

“Small businesses want
to provide their employees
with health care insur-
ance. It’s just good policy,
it’s a good strategy, but
also, it’s essential for them
to be able to compete with
other employers,” Abbott
said at a campaign event.

The state leads the na-
tion in uninsured people,
with some 5 million Tex-
ans lacking health insur-
ance.

Gary Borders is a veter-
an award-winning Texas
journalist. He published a
number of community
newspapers in Texas dur-
ing a 30-year span, includ-
ing in Longview, Fort
Stockton, Nacogdoches,
Lufkin and Cedar Park.
Email:
gborders@texaspress.com.

Cyclosporiasis mostly in two regions in state
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LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICEGovernor Abbott halts
Texas data center projects
amid grid reliability,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

record peak electricity de-
mand in the ERCOT re-
gion. State officials said
about 90 percent of those
new power requests are
tied to data centers, rais-
ing concerns that rapid
load growth could threat-
en  gr id  re l iab i l i ty  i f
projects are not fully vet-
ted.

Abbott’s latest order
builds on his June 10 di-
rective and requires state
regulators to obtain de-
tailed information from
each data center project
before allowing construc-
tion-related approvals to
proceed through the inter-
connection process. The
required information in-
cludes whether developers
are paying their own way
or relying on state or local
financial assistance, in-
cluding tax incentives,
grants, abatements or oth-
er public support.

The governor also di-
rected PUCT and ERCOT
to determine whether each
project will provide its own
electricity or rely on the
ERCOT grid, including
projected annual and peak
electricity consumption
and any plans to build or
procure on-site generation.
Regulators must also re-
view projected water use,
anticipated water sources,
cooling technology and
whether facilities will use
air-cooled, closed-loop or
other water-efficient sys-
tems.

Projects must also dis-

close steps to reduce im-
pacts on neighboring prop-
e r t y  o w n e r s  a n d
communities, including
noise mitigation, light con-
trols, setbacks, traffic im-
p r o v e m e n t s  a n d
emergency response coor-
dination. Abbott’s directive
further requires informa-
tion about ownership and
controlling interests in
each project.

Earlier directive sought
to shield ratepayers

In his June 10 directive,
Abbott told PUCT and ER-
COT to take immediate
steps to protect residential
ratepayers from costs asso-
ciated with data center ex-
pansion.

“Data centers must op-
erate in ways that reduce
costs for residential elec-
tricity customers, do not
drain water needed for our
communities, and take
into consideration the
needs of our neighbor-
hoods,” Abbott said at the
time.

That earlier order re-
quired the PUC to make
data centers fully fund the
electric infrastructure
needed to serve their oper-
ations so those costs are
not shifted to residential
ratepayers. It also direct-
ed the PUC and ERCOT to
identify additional actions
within their authority to
safeguard residential and
small business customers
and submit a joint memo-
randum to the governor’s
office by July 17, 2026.

Abbott also directed the
PUC to initiate action by
July 31, 2026, to reduce
residential transmission
costs. He pledged to work
with lawmakers next ses-
sion to codify protections
requiring data centers to
add to Texas’ electric ca-
pacity rather than simply
increasing demand, use
water-efficient cooling sys-
tems, report accurate elec-
tricity and water usage
data, phase out outdated
tax incentives and adopt
practices such as setbacks
and noise reduction to pro-
tect nearby communities.

With the latest direc-
tive, Abbott signaled that
proposed data centers will
face a more rigorous state
review before they can
move ahead in Texas’ rap-
idly expanding technology
and artificial intelligence
infrastructure market.

Data centers are al-
ready a major presence in
Texas, though estimates
vary widely because pub-
lic trackers use different
definitions and reporting
methods. Some industry
databases count roughly
129 to more than 200 op-
erating facilities in the
state, while broader mar-
ket estimates place the to-
tal above 600. Texas does
not appear to maintain a
single official historical in-
ventory, and available
public sources do not clear-
ly identify the first data
center built in the state.

tee and the Justice of the
Peace Education Commit-
tee, helping develop train-
ing and resources for
courts and their staff.

In her new role, Judge
Bates will help guide JP-
CA’s efforts across a dis-
trict encompassing 27
counties in Southeast Tex-

Judge Bates elected JPCA
District 10 director,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

as. She will represent the
interests of both urban and
rural communities and as-
sist in shaping policies, ed-
ucational programs, and
advocacy efforts affecting
justices of the peace and
constables throughout the
state.

Bates was elected Jus-

tice of the Peace, Precinct
3, Place 2 in 2019 where
she presides over civil,
criminal, and community
matters in accordance with
Texas law and is serving
her second term. She is up
for re-election in Novem-
ber 2026.
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Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

✯

SMALL ADS BRING BIG RESULTS

Ask about our Business Directory
Package

13 Weeks + Story + Display for $260
Ask about our Ribbon Cutting Package

Photo + Story + Web for $260

713-266-3444

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS

281-421-4050      1500 E. Wallisville Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

CLASSIFIEDCLASSIFIED

A D SA D S
Your AD will reach up to 40,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 20,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $18 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

Small RV Space Available in Crosby
 Nice shade tree on the property

For more information, call:
(281)571-5857

RV SPACE RV SPACERV SPACE

16-2t

FOR RENTFOR RENT FOR RENT

APARTMENT FOR RENT
$600.00 / month,
Deposit $200.00

All Bills Paid, (Private & Quite)
For more information

Please Call 281-722-0541
16-2t

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

Current and Back Issues are available on our

website: www.starcouriernews.com
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Sunny Sandler, Left, and Melanie Lynskey stars in “Don’t Say Good Luck.”

“Don’t Say Good Luck.”
“Camp Rock 3” (TV-

G) — Almost 16 years af-
ter “Camp Rock 2: The
Final Jam” premiered on
The Disney Channel, the
third film of the series is
set to release on Aug. 14.
The film was announced
last fall, with news of the
Jonas Brothers (“A Very
Jonas Christmas Movie”)
and Maria Canals-Barrera
(“Wizards Beyond Waver-
ly Place”) returning to re-
prise their roles. (Demi
Lovato, who played lead
Mitchie Torres in the pre-
vious films, serves only as
an executive producer.)
The film picks up as fic-
tional band Connect 3
(Joe, Nick and Kevin Jo-
nas) head back to their be-
loved camp to find a new
opening act after the orig-
inal opener cancels at the
last minute. They plan to
host a competition, and a
few new campers, includ-
ing Sage (Liamani Segura)
and Fletch (Malachi Bar-
ton), have their sights set
on taking it all. (Disney+)

“ D o n ’ t  S a y  G o o d

Luck” (PG-13) — Adam
Sandler’s youngest daugh-
ter, Sunny Sandler (“Hap-
py Gilmore 2”), is slowly
starting to make a name
for herself! In this musical
teen drama, she stars as
15-year-old Sophie, oppo-
site Melanie Lynskey
(“Yellowjackets”) and Max
Greenfield (“New Girl”). A
theater kid with dreams of
taking the stage as the
lead in her high school
musical, Sophie’s prepar-
ing for the biggest audition
of her life, just as jaw-
dropping news hits her
family. Her mom’s (Lyns-
key) cancer has unfortu-
nately returned, and even
though Sophie’s overjoyed
to eventually get the part,
the weight of her mom’s ill-
ness overshadows her hap-
piness. With no choice but
to push through and con-
tinue to live her teenage
life, Sophie must balance
her grief against her aspi-
rations and figure out how
to find a silver lining in the
situation. Premieres Aug.

14. (Netflix)
“Busboys” (R) — This

goofy buddy-comedy film
was self-financed by come-
dians David Spade (“Out-
come”)  and Theo Von
(“Sweet Dreams”), who
also decided to team up to
star together in the film.
Markie (Spade) and Steef
(Von) are best friends in
the septic cleaning sphere
who are craving more cash
and an easier life. After
Markie’s girlfriend gets se-
duced by a waiter while
they’re on a date, he con-
vinces Steef that becoming
waiters is the key to an
upgrade in their life. So,
the buds spot an opening
for busboys, thinking it’ll
be a quick way to move up
to being a waiter. Much to
their dismay, they realize
they weren’t the only ones
who had this idea, but
viewers shouldn’t underes-
timate how willing Mark-
ie and Steef are to cut
corners to get what they
want. Out on Aug. 14.
(Hulu)

“The Gates” (R) —
Mason Gooding (“Scream
7”), Algee Smith (“Eupho-
ria”), and Keith Powers
(“Uglies”) are the trio lead-
ing this thriller film that’s
out now to stream. “The
Gates ”  f o l l ows  three
friends who are on their
way to meet up with girls
and decide to take a dodgy
shortcut to outmaneuver
the traffic. They are led
into a wealthy gated com-
munity but get lost, decid-
ing to pull over and ask
one resident for help. How-
ever, before they can even
utter a word, they witness
the resident succumb to
death at the hands of an-
other. The killer, a pastor
named Jacob (James Van
Der Beek), is hot on their
trail and employs the help
of other residents in the
community to hunt the
boys down. This was Van
Der Beek’s final film role
before he passed on Feb.
11 of this year. (Amazon
Prime Video)

(c) 2026 King Features
Synd., Inc.

land Shores. She said a
separate nearby develop-
ment, Eagle Shores, would
have its own separate per-
mit.

The treatment facility
will serve approximately
250 to 300 new homes be-
ing built in the Highland
Shores area of Highlands.
Another nearby addition,
Eagle Shores, of roughly
the same size is also ex-
pected in the future.

Butcko said the waste-
water facility is part of the
normal infrastructure re-
quired for new subdivision
development and is subject
to state oversight through-
out the process.

“Everything is governed
through the state,” she
said. “Nobody can just go
out there and build a plant.
It doesn’t work that way.”

She said the facility is
designed as a complete-
mix variation of the acti-
vated sludge process with
single-stage nitrification.
In that system, solids set-
tle out and are transferred
to a digester, then re-
turned to the headworks.
The plant also includes a
chlorine contact chamber,
a chlorination system and
blowers.

The collection system
will be new, and minimum
infiltration is anticipated,
Butcko said. She said the
facility must be main-
tained and operated by
personnel licensed by the
state of Texas.

Testing and inspections
also will be required once
the plant is operating.

TCEQ reviews proposed
Highlands wastewater
discharge permit ,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“They’ll have to do test-
ing on the water before it’s
discharged,” Butcko said.
“They have to do weekly
testing and they have to do
monthly testing. And then
the permit has to be updat-
ed every five years.”

She said state site vis-
its would be conducted to
make sure the plant re-
mains in compliance. The
facility also is expected to
have an intruder-resistant
fence around it.

Butcko said the plant is
not designed to accept
sludge from other facili-
ties. Any sludge generated
by the facility would be
hauled off, and the plant
would serve only the sub-
division for which it is per-
mitted.

The permit application
says the treatment plant
would handle domestic
wastewater. TCEQ has de-
termined the application is
administratively complete
and will conduct a techni-
cal review before deciding
whether to prepare a draft
permit and issue a prelim-
inary decision.

Butcko said the process
is no different from what
other subdivisions go
through when wastewater
infrastructure is needed.

“This is all being gov-
erned over,” she said. “No-
body is breaking ground or
doing anything without a
permit.”

Residents may submit
public comments or re-
quest a public meeting.
TCEQ says it will hold a
public meeting if the exec-

utive director determines
there is significant public
interest or if one is request-
ed by a local legislator. A
public meeting is not the
same as a contested case
hearing.

Butcko also noted that
residents with concerns
can submit them to TCEQ.

“You can always address
your concerns to TCEQ,
and they have to respond
to you,” she said. If con-
cerns are submitted, she
said, they would have to be
addressed before the pro-
cess could move forward.

After the comment peri-
od closes, the executive di-
rector will consider timely
comments and respond to
relevant and material con-
cerns. People who submit
comments may later re-
quest reconsideration or
ask for a contested case
hearing, a legal proceeding
similar to a civil trial in
state district court.

The application is ex-
pected to be available for
review at the Stratford
Branch Library, 509 Strat-
ford St. in Highlands, and
online through TCEQ’s
pending wastewater per-
mit applications page.
Butcko said she had mailed
the materials to the library
for public review.

Public comments and
requests may be submitted
electronically through
TCEQ’s eComment system
or by mail to the TCEQ Of-
fice of the Chief Clerk, MC-
105,  P .O.  Box  13087,
Austin, TX 78711-3087.

Current and Back Issues are

available on our website:

www.starcouriernews.com
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