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IN THE
STARS

CHCC seeks
2027 Board

Nominations

The Crosby Huffman
Chamber of Commerce is
accepting nominations for
its 2027 Board of
Directors. Community
members who are
passionate about the area
or know someone
interested in serving are
encouraged to submit a
nomination and get
involved in shaping the
community’s future.

CHCC Calls for
Sponsors Ahead

of Clean Up Day

The Crosby Huffman
Chamber of Commerce
(CHCC) is seeking local
business partners to help
make Clean Up Day
Crosby a success.
Scheduled for October
17th, the community-
wide event aims to bring
neighbors together to
beautify Crosby's streets,
parks, and
neighborhoods—one area
at a time.

To fund the necessary
supplies and maximize the
event’s reach, CHCC is
currently offering two
sponsorship tiers:

- Glove Sponsor ($500):
Provides exclusive
recognition on all event
promotions, logo
placement on event
signage, a dedicated
social media shout-out,
and the opportunity to
include promotional items
in volunteer clean-up
bags.

- Trash Bags Sponsor
($250): Includes
recognition on
promotional materials,
logo placement on
signage, and a social
media shout-out.

Businesses participating
will not only promote their
brand to the community
but also show their
support for a cleaner,
healthier local
environment.

To learn more or sign up
to get involved, contact
the Crosby Huffman
Chamber of Commerce at
(281) 328-3239 or visit
www.crosbyhuffmanc.org.
Let’s work together to
make Crosby shinel

Lee College SBDC Brings Free Business
Help to Area Entrepreneurs, Businesses

By David Taylor
Managing Editor

CROSBY — Whether a
business is still an idea on
paper or has been operat-
ing for years, the Small
Business Development
Center at Lee College
wants local entrepreneurs
to know they do not have
to figure it out alone.

Laura Kunefke, director
of the SBDC at Lee Col-
lege, spoke to the Crosby
Huffman Chamber of Com-
merce last Thursday, out-
lining the center’s mission,
services and wide range of
free resources available to
small business owners and
those preparing to launch.

“Our mission is to deliv-
er expert business advice
and training to help exist-

ing and future businesses
start, grow and succeed,”
Kunefke said. “Our vision
is to be the first choice pro-
vider of business advice
and training to entrepre-
neurs and business lead-
ers.”

The Lee College SBDC
is located in Baytown and
is part of a broader net-
work of centers supported
through federal funding
and a partnership with the
U.S. Small Business Ad-
ministration. Kunefke said

the center celebrated its
40th anniversary last year,
but many business owners
still do not realize the help
is available.

“We are not new to the
community,” she said. “This
is something that has been
around, but not a lot of peo-
ple know about it. We're
trying to make sure that we
are in our service region
and going to our chambers
and letting our small busi-
nesses know that we are
here to help you.”

That help, she said, in-
cludes business planning,
financial guidance, train-
ing, market research, grant
information, capital assis-
tance and one-on-one advis-
ing. The advising is
available for both startups
and established companies.

“The majority of my
time is spent one-on-one
advising,” Kunefke said.
“Usually my initial ses-
sions are just trying to
understand what you
need.”

For new entrepreneurs,
that may mean explaining
the differences between
an LLC and an S corpora-
tion, walking through
startup steps or helping
prepare financial projec-
tions. For existing busi-
ness owners, it may mean
reviewing financials, de-
veloping a growth strate-
gy, finding capital or
helping an owner step
back from day-to-day op-
erations to better manage

Continued. See SBDC OFFERS FREE
HELP TO LOCAL, Page 5

13 Goose Creek CISD FFA Chapter Members
Receive the Prestigious Lone Star FFA Degree

Story by: Kelly Mills,
GCCISD Agriculture
Science Teacher (Stuart
FFA)

BAYTOWN - This sum-
mer, 25 FFA members
from the four Goose Creek
CISD FFA Chapters at-
tended the 98'% Annual
Texas FFA State Conven-
tion held July 6-10, 2026,
in Fort Worth, Texas. The
Texas FFA is the nation’s
largest state FFA associa-
tion with a membership of
more than 182,000. FFA
gives students the oppor-
tunity to apply practical
classroom knowledge to
real-world experiences
through local, state and
national competitions.

The 98th Annual Texas
FFA State Convention re-
corded approximately
16,000 members and

Pictured, from left, Ross S. Sterling FFA Chapter recipients Xzhander Meza,
Laura Gawrick, Kylie Nesselrode, and Kayden SalteR. Photos by: Kelly Mills,
GCCISD Agriculture Science Teacher (Stuart FFA)

guests. Members of the
state’s largest agricultural
youth leadership organiza-
tion spent the week at-
tending leadership
workshops, participating
in events and activities,
being recognized for their
achievements, and serving

Texas Honors Two Heroes
with State’s Top Military Medal

AUSTIN - Governor Greg
Abbott today presented the
Texas Legislative Medal of
Honor to Army Sergeant
Rickey Wittner and to the
family of Navy SEAL Special
Warfare Operator First
Class Nathan Gage Ingram
at the Texas Capitol. The
Texas Legislative Medal of
Honor is the highest military
decoration conferred to a ser-
vice member of the Texas
military forces.

“Today, we honor two men
who answered the call for
our nation,” said Governor
Abbott. “They continued a
tradition of heroism that the
United States of America
was built on. We will never
forget the sacrifices they
made for our country and for
their fellow service mem-
bers.”

The Governor was also
joined at the ceremony by
Senator Brent Hagenbuch,

Senator Tan Parker, Repre-
sentative Ben Bumgarner,
Representative Cole Hefner,
Representative Joanne
Shofner, and Texas Military
Department Adjutant Gen-
eral Thomas Suelzer.

Army Sergeant Rickey
Wittner was awarded the
Texas Legislative Medal of
Honor in recognition of his
valorous actions on July 10,
1970. He demonstrated brav-

ery in the face of grave dan-
ger, saving 12 lives.

Navy SEAL Special War-
fare Operator First Class
Nathan Gage Ingram was
posthumously awarded the
Texas Legislative Medal of
Honor in recognition of his
extraordinary courage, hero-
ic action, and selfless dedi-

Continued. See ABBOTT
RECOGNIZES TWO SERVICE, Page 2

as the legislative body for
the Texas FFA Associa-
tion.

The Lone Star FFA De-
gree recognizes FFA mem-
bers who have received the
Chapter degree, been ac-
tive FFA members for at
least two years, completed

Pictured, from left, Robert E. Lee FFA
Chapter recipients Rihanna Pacheco
and Malaya Strambler.

at least four semesters of
agricultural science at or
above the ninth-grade lev-
el, maintained a supervised
agricultural experience
(SAE) program, demon-
strated their leadership
skills, and have shown a
commitment to the FFA

through involvement at
the chapter level and
above.

Goose Creek CISD was
proudly represented by 13
students who were recog-
nized for their achieve-
ments and awarded the
Lone Star FFA Degree at
this year’s convention.
The Lone Star FFA De-
gree is the highest degree
bestowed by the Texas
FFA, and less than 3% of
FFA members meet the
requirements to receive
this prestigious honor an-
nually.

We are proud to ac-
knowledge the following
students and their respec-
tive FFA chapters for
their accomplishments.
Goose Creek Memorial

Continued. See 13 GCCISD FFA
MEMBERS EARN LONE, Page 2

FOOTBALL SEASON PREVIEW/:

Texans look to reach NFL mountaintop:

UT hopes this is their magical year

The 2026 football season
is right around the corner
with a handful of college
games on the final weekend
of August. Things kick into
high gear over Labor Day
weekend when there will be
a full slate of college games,
and the NFL will kickoff on
Wednesday, Sept. 9 when a
rematch of Super Bowl 60
when the defending champs
the Seattle Seahawks host
AFC champion New
England on NBC.

Optimism is high locally
for the Texans and UH
Cougars, while in Austin,
Texas Longhorn fans are
eyeing a return trip to the
College Football Champion-
ship playoffs. UT won 10
games a year ago, but was
denied a third straight CFP
berth. Fifth-year head coach
Steve Sarkisian has perhaps
his deepest and most
talented roster during his
time on the Forty Acres.

Texas and the rest of the

‘40

S
JRS

By
MIKE KEENEY

college football world will
battle for the 12 CFP berths
that will be announced on
Sunday, Dec. 6. This will
mark the second straight
year of a 12-team CFP field
and some are pushing for a
16 or even 24 team field in
the future. I'd say 16 would
be the max the NCAA should
go.
The college football world
will be aiming to unseat
Indiana as the top dog in the
land. Curt Cignetti’s
Hoosiers finished 16-0 a year
ago and look poised to make
another CFP run. In two
years in Bloomington,

Cignetti has forged a 27-2
record. He took the worst
program in college football
and turned it into a
national title winner and
appears [U will be for as
long as Cignetti is running
the program.

The top four seeds will
earn first-round byes, while
Seed 5-8 will host first
round games at their home
stadiums the weekend of
Dec. 18-19. Second-round
games will be held Dec. 30
and Jan. 1 at the VRBO

Continued. See KEENEY'S KORNER,
Page 5
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SBDC offers free help to
local entrepreneurs,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the business.

Kunefke said business
plans are one of the most
common areas where cli-
ents need support, espe-
cially when seeking
financing.

“A business plan is not
only for financing,” she
said. “A business plan is
there in the event you have
a life emergency and some-
one has to step in and they
need to understand how
you operate your business.
It’s also very important to
have because if you ever
want to grow, you already
have a plan that shows
what you plan on doing in
the next few years.”

The SBDC also helps
connect entrepreneurs
with lenders and capital
resources. Kunefke, who
previously worked in com-
mercial lending, said the
center can help business
owners understand what
lenders are looking for and
prepare stronger loan ap-
plications.

“We work closely with
lenders,” she said. “We
have great relationships
with lenders. I used to be
in the commercial lending
department myself, so we
do have lots of connections
and I know what lenders
are wanting to see.”

Kunefke said funding
for startups often comes
first from personal sav-
ings, family support or con-
ventional loans, but
SBA-backed loans can of-
fer more flexibility for
some borrowers. She also
pointed to community de-
velopment lenders such as
LiftFund and PeopleFund
for entrepreneurs who may
have impaired credit but
still want to pursue a busi-
ness dream.

Grants are another fre-
quent topic, though
Kunefke cautioned that
many are limited by indus-

try, demographic category
or specific purpose. Still,
she said the SBDC can
help clients identify oppor-
tunities, including pro-
grams from companies
such as Verizon and other
grant sources.

Beyond advising, the
center offers training in
multiple formats, includ-
ing live online classes, re-
corded sessions and
in-person events. Upcom-
ing topics include Canva
for Beginners and business
orientation sessions for
new entrepreneurs.

The SBDC also gives cli-
ents access to market re-
search tools and business
databases that can cost
thousands of dollars, in-
cluding IBISWorld, Verti-
cal IQ, ProfitSense and
Reference Solutions. These
tools can help business
owners better understand
competitors, demograph-
ics, industry trends and lo-
cal markets.

“We have subscriptions
to databases that cost
thousands of dollars, and
we have that at no cost for
our clients,” Kunefke said.
“If you need to understand
your market, you'll see me
and we have that for you.”

Clients can also be re-
ferred to specialists in ar-
eas such as QuickBooks,
cybersecurity, human re-
sources and marketing.
Kunefke said marketing
remains one of the most
common concerns among
business owners.

“We always have the
marketing questions,” she
said. “Why aren’t my cli-
ents or my customers see-
ing me? That’s something
I'm passionate about, help-
ing with marketing, but we
do have a marketing spe-
cialist that can meet with
you virtually as well.”

Kunefke emphasized
that the SBDC cannot pro-

vide legal or tax advice,
and it does not do the work
for the business owner. In-
stead, the goal is to teach,
guide and support entre-
preneurs so they can make
informed decisions and
build lasting businesses.

“We'’re here to help you
and to teach you, to en-
courage you to do it,” she
said. “I think that would be
setting you up not for suc-
cess if I were to just give
you a completed business
plan. It needs to be your
thoughts and your pro-
cess.”

When asked whether
the center assists existing
businesses as well as star-
tups, Kunefke said the an-
swer is yes.

“Absolutely,” she said.
“With existing businesses,
usually we kind of go into
a few things. A lot of times
I have business owners
that are so in the weeds
still and they’re still the
ones trying to process the
process instead of manag-
ing the process. We defi-
nitely help existing
businesses.”

She also reminded at-
tendees that all SBDC ser-
vices are offered at no cost
to clients.

“All of our services are
no cost,” Kunefke said.
“We’re a resource to you.
Use your resources.”

For Kunefke, the role of
the SBDC is not limited to
a single meeting or a sin-
gle stage of business own-
ership. She said the center
is available for the life of
the business, whether an
owner has a quick ques-
tion, a major challenge or
simply needs someone to
help talk through the next
step.

“There’s definitely not a
time where there’s a ques-
tion that is too small or too
big,” she said. “We’ll defi-
nitely find out for you.”

13 GCCISD FFA members
earn lone star degree,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Pictured, from left, Goose Creek Memorial FFA recipients Aedan Guerrero
and Arielle Moses. Photos by: Kelly Mills, GCCISD Agriculture Science Teacher

(Stuart FFA]

FFA Chapter: Londyn
Green, Aedan Guerrero,
and Arielle Moses; Robert
E. Lee FFA Chapter:
Ruben Medrano, Rihanna
Pacheco, and Malaya
Strambler; Ross S. Ster-
ling FFA Chapter: Taylor
Fisher, Laura Gawrick,
Xzhander Meza, Kylie
Nesselrode, and Kayden
Salter; and from Stuart
Career Tech FFA Chapter:
Ricky Harmon and Evelyn
Kipe.

These students were
among more than 3,000
FFA members to receive
this esteemed degree. Con-
gratulations!

For more information
about the Texas FFA, visit
www.texasffa.org.

OBITUARY

Abbot recognizes two
service members with
legislative medal of honor,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

cation to duty on January 11,
2024. Without hesitation or
regard for his own safety, he
voluntarily entered the wa-
ter in an attempt to save the
life of his teammate. Ingram
gave his life to uphold the
highest traditions of the
United States Naval service.

U.S. Army Sergeant
Rickey Wittner enlisted in
the U.S. Army in August
1969 and underwent helicop-
ter training at Fort Eustis,
Virginia, before beginning
his service in the Vietnam
War with the U.S. Army
242nd Assault Support He-
licopter Company, 269th
Aviation Battalion. In recog-
nition of his actions on July
10, 1970, Specialist Wittner

was awarded the Soldier’s
Medal for heroism; he also
received the Purple Heart
and the Air Medal. Follow-
ing the completion of his ac-
tive-duty army service in
1975 at the rank of Special-
ist Fifth Class, he joined the
U.S. Army Reserve, transfer-
ring to the Texas Army Na-
tional Guard headquarters
company in Marshall as a
member of the 5th Battalion,
112th Armor. In 1987, he
was honorably discharged at
the rank of sergeant.
Nathan Gage Ingram,
Navy Seal Special War-
fare Operator 2nd Class
was a beloved husband, son,
brother, and friend who was
lost at sea while on a night

mission off the coast of So-
malia. Gage enlisted in the
Navy on September 25,2019,
and graduated boot camp at
Recruit Training Command
Great Lakes, Illinois on No-
vember 22, 2019. He gradu-
ated Basic Underwater
Demolition/SEAL Training
Class 346 in December 2021
and reported to his first op-
erational tour as SEAL
Team THREE. Gage’s
awards and decorations in-
clude the Good Conduct
Medal, the National Defense
Service Medal, the Global
War on Terrorism Expedi-
tionary Medal, the Global
War on Terrorism Service
Medal, and other personal
and unit awards.
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ON THE
HILL

From The Hill
to your home:

Eagle Athletics now
streaming live

Barbers Hill ISD is
now partnering with the
NFHS Network for live-
streaming coverage for
every event held at Ea-
gle Stadium and the
Field House, spanning
varsity through freshman
and middle school com-
petition across every
sport played at both ven-
ues. This partnership
gives the Barbers Hill
community, including
families who cannot at-
tend in person, live ac-
cess to Eagle athletics,
while creating a new
revenue stream for the
district and expanding
the visibility of Barbers
Hill programs statewide
and beyond.

Of note, streaming in
the Field House will not
begin until mid-Septem-
ber. For more informa-
tion visit:

www.nfhsnetwork.com/
schools/barbers-hill-
high-school-mont-
belvieu-tx

Anything
but a Boat
Race

Saturday, September 5,
2026 | 10:00 a.m.| City
Park

Get ready for a race
like no other and com-
pete for cash prizes! Join
us for the exhilarating
Anything But A Boat
Race, where partici-
pants will defy conven-
tion and race in vessels
that are anything but tra-
ditional boats. Leave
your expectations at the
shore and embrace the
creativity and ingenuity
of this one-of-a-kind,
FREE event.

Boat Rules

Participants operat-
ing vessel must be 13
years +

Can be hand-made/
constructed. Store
bought floats or prefab-
ricated* items will be
permitted (see next
line).

No boats, boat
shells, surf boards, pad-
dle boards, body
boards, kayaks, sub-
mersibles, or other
boat-like vessels. Be
creative with your float-
ing vessel.

Inner tubes & floats
may be used, but cannot
be the only component
- must build around or
add on to your float /
tube.

Must be able to float

Must be human
powered only, no mo-
tors

Participant / Vessel
Operators must wear a
Coast Guard approved
life jacket while in the
water

No team size restric-
tions

Register in advance
and sign waiver (Visit
Mont belvieu city web-
site)

Must be able to
launch vessel from
grass by pond - there is
no boat ramp to load in
your items.

Visit our New Website
for Chambers County
News:
www.BHDPRESS.com

Baytown Chamber of Commerce Celebrates
Grand Opening of Infinity Business Park

BAYTOWN, Texas —
The Baytown Chamber of
Commerce celebrated the
grand opening of Infinity
Business Park with an of-
ficial Ribbon Cutting Cer-
emony on Thursday,
August 20, 2026.

Baytown Chamber of
Commerce Board Mem-
bers, Ambassadors, staff,
community members and
other guests gathered to
welcome Infinity Business
Park and celebrate this
exciting addition to the
Baytown business com-
munity.

Following the ribbon
cutting, guests enjoyed a
taco lunch, tours of the of-
fice spaces, raffle draw-
ings, networking and an
opportunity to learn more
about what they have to
offer. Infinity Business
Park provides office space
for businesses and profes-
sionals looking for a place
to establish or grow their

Infinity Business Park Developer Avish Patel, his father Dilip Patel, Baytown Chamber of Commerce Board Members, Ambassadors and community members

operations in the Baytown
area. Those currently
searching for a new office
location are encouraged to
consider Infinity Business
Park and explore the

available spaces.

The Baytown Chamber
of Commerce congratu-
lates Infinity Business
Park on its grand opening
and looks forward to sup-

porting their continued
growth and success in the
community.

For more information
about the Baytown Cham-
ber of Commerce and up-

coming events, please vis-
it the Chamber’s website
or contact the Chamber of-
fice.

Wear Blue: Annual “We Are One Week” underway

MONT BELVIEU - Ev-
ery Eagle has a role to
play. That simple idea will
unite thousands of stu-
dents, employees, families,
and community members
during Barbers Hill ISD’s
third annual
“We Are One Week,” Aug.
24-28, as the district cele-
brates the values that have
long defined the Eagle
community.

From classrooms to lo-
cal storefronts and ulti-
mately under the Friday
night lights, the weeklong
celebration will highlight
The Eagle Way—the
shared commitment to
Tradition, Dedication,
Commitment, and Excel-
lence that connects every
Barbers Hill campus and
extends throughout the
community.

Students will spend
each day exploring one of
The Eagle Way’s core val-
ues through classroom dis-
cussions and campus
activities before conclud-
ing Friday with a celebra-

tion of what it means to
proudly say,
“We Are Eagles.”

The celebration isn’t
limited to school campus-
es. Families, alumni, and
community
members are encouraged
to wear Barbers Hill blue
throughout the week as a
visible show of Eagle pride.
Local businesses will also
join the effort by display-
ing “We Are One —
We Support The Eagle
Way” decals in their store-
fronts, demonstrating
their commitment to the
students and schools they
proudly support.

Across the district, cam-
puses will be decorated

SMALL ADS REPEATED GET

RESULTS.
113-266-3444

with blue ribbons, student-
designed posters, and mo-
tivational displays
organized by school coun-
selors. The colorful decora-
tions will serve as daily
reminders that every stu-
dent is part of something
bigger than themselves—
a community built on re-
spect, responsibility, and a
shared commitment to ex-
cellence.

The week’s most power-
ful moment will come be-
fore kickoff at the Eagles’
home football game
against Aldine Nimitz on
Friday, Aug. 28.

Throughout the week,
students at every campus
will create paper chains
representing their school
community. Before the
game, student representa-
tives will gather on the
Eagle Stadium track to
connect each campus’s
chain into one continuous
link, creating a powerful
visual reminder that al-
though Barbers Hill spans
multiple campuses and

grade levels, it
remains one united dis-
trict.

“We Are One Week is
about helping every stu-

dent understand that
they are part of something
special,” said Lori May,
Barbers Hill ISD Execu-
tive Director of Safe
Schools and organizer of
the event. “When our stu-
dents, staff, families, busi-
nesses, and community all
come together around The
Eagle Way, we strengthen
the culture that makes
Barbers Hill such a special
place. We hope this tradi-
tion continues to inspire
unity, pride, and a deeper
understanding of what it
truly means to be an Ea-
gle.”

PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE
CITY OF OLD RIVER-WINFREE
FOR PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION OF THE
OCTOBER 2026 to SEPTEMBER 2027
FISCAL YEAR BUDGET

The City of Old River-Winfree will hold a public hearing on the City’s proposed
October 2026- September 2027 budget. For additional information on the budget,
please call the city office at 281-385-1735; or visit our website at

www.cityofoldriverwinfree.com

LOCATION:

DATE:

TIME:

building.

Kathy Franssen, Mayor

The meeting will be held at:
The City of Old River-Winfree City Office
4818 North FM 565, Old River-Winfree, TX
City Council/Court Chambers

Monday, September 14, 2026

6:15P.M.

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Old River-Winfree will
provide reasonable accommodations for persons attending/or participating in the Council
Meeting. To better serve you, requests must be made at least 24 hours prior to the meeting,

Contact the City at 281-385-1735 or email linda.murphy@orwtx.gov.

The building is wheelchair accessible, with parking available directly in front of the city office

City of Old River-Winfree
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* OPINION PAGE *

Trump’s fondness for kim Jong
Un sends the wrong signal

It’s hard to believe that Kim Jong Un is really
this charming. President Trump touted his fond
relationship with the North Korean dictator in a
Truth Social post calling for scaling back a long-
running annual military exercise with the South
Koreans.

“Based on my very good relationship with Kim
Jong Un,” Trump wrote, “I am not happy with the
fact that the United States has, long ago, agreed
to participate in Joint Military Exercises with
South Korea.” According to Trump, the exercises
“send a signal that is totally inappropriate and
hostile, to a Country that, as long as Donald J.
Trump has been President, has been unthreaten-
ing and respectful.” Then he added that South Ko-
rea had recently declined to take a role in the Iran
war, clearly irking Trump, as he subsequently ex-
plained to reporters at the White House.

The joint exercises have been a key element of
the U.S.-South Korea military alliance for decades.
They are meant to ensure that the two countries
are prepared in the event of a North Korean as-
sault, and perhaps now have an added importance
given the experience North Korea has gained in
high-intensity modern warfare by bolstering Rus-
sian forces in Ukraine.

Much more important than the practical effect
of Trump’s fusillade, though, is the signal it sends,
yet again, that he is easily disenchanted with long-
time allies whose friendship should be considered
a strategic boon to the United States.

Whether musing about making Canada the
51st state, briefly campaigning to take control of
Greenland, imposing tariffs on friend and foe alike
or hammering NATO, Trump has been careless of
the goodwill of our allies.

They need us more than we need them, which
means they are willing to put up with a lot, but
sowing dissension unnecessarily is a foolhardy
game at a time of growing international threats.

South Korea has been a treaty ally since 1953,
and is a wealthy, technologically advanced democ-
racy that occupies strategically important ground
in Northeast Asia. It is obviously both threatened
by and a bulwark against potential North Korean
adventurism.

Pete Hegseth visited South Korea last year and
said, “Our alliance is stronger than ever before,
72 years strong.” He described the inspiring sight
of U.S. and South Korean soldiers standing “shoul-
der to shoulder working together.” South Korea
has been committed to increasing its defense
spending to 3.5% of GDP. In light of this, Hegseth
subsequently averred, “Model allies that step up,
like Israel, South Korea, Poland ... will receive our
special favor.”

Such assurances by administration officials are
always subject to change, depending on Trump’s
animosities at any given time. It’s certainly true
that South Korea owes its existence to us. We
fought to preserve its independence at a great cost
in blood and treasure during the Korean War, and
we have nearly 30,000 troops on the peninsula to
deter North Korea from assaulting the South
again. Seoul has lent support to recent U.S. mili-
tary operations, typically in noncombat roles, but
it’s understandable that it wouldn’t be enthused
about taking part in an Iran war that hasn’t gone
as planned and that has no clear endgame.

As for the North, it isn’t our friend. It is firmly
within the China-Russia axis, and has been de-
veloping its nuclear and missile arsenal apace.
There is no reason to believe that any blandish-
ments from Trump will change its behavior, and
Kim has been clear that the U.S. needs to aban-
don its “obsession” with denuclearization.

What we most need from South Korea is for it
to be as strong as possible to deter North Korea,
and we shouldn’t be lending any credence to its
claim that U.S.-South Korean exercises are prov-
ocations, or sowing doubt about our commitment
to allies.

Such diplomatic episodes, though, are an in-
herent part of Trump’s governance. To paraphrase
the Roman writer Publilius Syrus: Prosperity
makes friends, adversity tries them, and Trump
distresses them — unnecessarily.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.

(c) 2026 by King Features Synd., Inc.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Opinions expressed here are not
necessarily that of this newspaper or its staff. YOUR
OPINION is welcome. Send a letter for possible
publication to Grafikpress Newspapers, 5832 Star Lane,
Houston TX 77057 or an email to GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com.
Please limit your words to about 200. Letters will be
subject to editing. Thank you.
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By Gary Borders

SpaceX, Tesla make grimes plant official

What CEO Elon Musk says will
be the world’s largest computer
chip manufacturing plant is
planned for Grimes County, east of
College Station, the Austin Amer-
ican-Statesman reported.

In a joint announcement last
week, Space X and Tesla unveiled
an initial $16.8 billion investment
in a plant called Terafab. It is ex-
pected to employ at least 3,000 peo-
ple. Many of those jobs are
expected to go to residents of
Grimes and neighboring Brazos
counties.

“We're now embarking on the
most epic chip-building effort,”
Musk, CEO of both
companies, said in a statement.
“The Terafab is bringing cutting-
edge manufacturing to America,
creating thousands of high-paying
jobs in the Lone Star State and en-
abling us to produce Al chips at
scale for use on Earth and in
space.”

Gov. Greg Abbott confirmed
last week that the project is receiv-
ing a $30 million Texas Enterprise
Fund grant from the state. Grimes
County has previously approved a
property tax waiver in exchange for
annual payments of $20 million.

The plant would eventually
span 100 million square feet.

STATE FAIR OF TEXAS' GUN BAN
UPHELD BY APPEALS COURT

A Texas appeals court upheld
a handgun ban at the State Fair of
Texas, rejecting the state’s claim
that the city of Dallas unlawfully
allowed a private operator to pro-
hibit guns on city-owned property,
according to The Dallas Morning
News.

The 15th Court of Appeals af-
firmed a Dallas County judge’s dis-
missal of a case originally filed by
Texas Attorney General Ken Pax-
ton and three gun owners. It reject-
ed the state’s argument that the
restriction on cities banning guns
doesn’t automatically apply to pri-
vate tenants operating on public
property. The ban will remain in
place unless the Texas Supreme
Court intervenes.

“The decision to prohibit fire-
arms on the fairgrounds is the cor-
rect decision to protect the safety
of our patrons,” Karissa Con-
doianis, a State Fair of Texas
spokesperson, said. This will be the
third year the ban will be in place.

TALARICO VOTED USING PARENTS’
ADDRESS, REPORT SAYS
Democratic Senate nominee
James Talarico voted in five elec-
tions using his parents’ address af-
ter buying a nearby home for
himself, according to The Texas

Tribune and ProPublica, a practice
that may have violated state vot-
ing laws. The revelation comes
weeks after Talarico accused Pax-
ton, his GOP opponent, of voting
from his estranged wife’s address
despite not having lived there for
two years.

Talarico has taken advantage
of a state law that allows some pub-
lic officials to redact personal in-
formation, such as home addresses.
The news organizations pieced to-
gether the information from unre-
dacted records provided by the
Talarico campaign.

Texas law requires that resi-
dents register to vote where they
live. The Talarico campaign de-
clined to answer questions about
his residency and voting history,
saying “right-wing actors” have
made threats about trying to locate
the candidate and his family.

Talarico’s house is in the same
county as his parents’ home. Both
residences are located in the same
state House district he represents,
but in different jurisdictions for
some local elections, according to
The Tribune.

WILDFIRE DANGER INCREASING AS
CONDITIONS TURN DRY
August is typically the peak
month for wildfires in Texas. The
Texas A&M Forest Service expects
wildfire potential to increase due
to dry vegetation, particularly in
the Panhandle and North Texas.
The state is deploying numer-
ous wildfire response resources as
a result, including the state’s mu-
tual aid system and assistance
from a number of state agencies.
There were two active wildfires
as of Sunday. The 200-acre Round
Up fire west of Amarillo was zero-
percent contained at that time.
The service recently acquired
three multi-mission aircraft, add-
ing to its first dedicated, state-
managed wildfire aviation fleet. It
previously had acquired two wild-
fire suppression helicopters.
“Every wildfire is different,
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which is why a diverse aviation
fleet is so important,” said Texas
A&M Forest Service Fire Chief
Jared Karns. “Having multiple air-
craft types available, including
multi-mission aircraft platforms
that can serve a variety of roles,
allows us to respond effectively to
the unique demands of each inci-
dent.”

SALMONELLA CASES LINKED TO
JALAPENOS

The popular jalapefio pepper
has been linked to 345 cases of sal-
monella illness in 27 states, accord-
ing to the Centers for Disease
Control. The San Antonio Express-
News reported three cases in Tex-
as, stemming from peppers
imported from Sinaloa, Mexico.

No deaths have been reported
nationwide, but 36 people have
been hospitalized, according to the
CDC. Nearly all of the cases were
reported by people after eating at
a Mexican-style chain restaurant.

Two affected chains, Chipotle
Mexican Grill and Qdoba, said they
had taken steps to remove poten-
tially contaminated peppers.

TALARICO UNVEILS HIS
‘AFFORDABILITY AGENDA'

Democratic Senate candidate
James Talarico last week unveiled
an “affordability agenda” that
would help Texans buy homes, can-
cel medical debt, raise the mini-
mum wage and expand the child
tax credit, according to The News.

“The top 1% put the American
Dream behind a paywall,” Talari-
co told about 1,300 people at an Ar-
lington rally. “For too many of our
neighbors, for too many Texans,
the American Dream has become
an American Nightmare.”

Talarico also touted the en-
dorsements of former Tarrant
County Judge Glen Whitley, a Re-
publican, and Arlington Mayor Jim
Ross, a self-described independent.

“He’s the most corrupt politi-
cian that Texas has ever seen,”
Whitley said of Texas Attorney
General Ken Paxton, the Republi-
can nominee.

Paxton has faced numerous
ethical and legal challenges during
his time in office. He has denied
wrongdoing and was acquitted by
the Texas Senate in his impeach-
ment trial.

At the Arlington rally, Talari-
co blamed both parties for econom-
ic policies that he said benefit the
wealthy at the expense of working
families.

“Republicans and some Demo-
crats sold the false Gospel of trick-
le-down economics,” he said.
“Trickle-down economics isn’t a
theory. It’s a theft.”

DISTRACTED DRIVING PUTS
SCHOOL CHILDREN AT RISK

As the school year begins, the
Texas Department of Transporta-
tion is urging drivers to pay spe-
cial attention in school zones. More
than 3,200 traffic crashes in school
zones involved school buses last
year. Distracted driving and speed-
ing were the most common contrib-
uting factors in these crashes.

“School zones can be chaotic
places, with people in a rush and
children not always watching
for cars while they hop on and off
buses or in and out of cars. Driv-
ers can bhecome impatient or dis-
tracted, which leads to mistakes,”
TxDOT said in a news release.

Gary Borders is a veteran
award-winning Texas journalist.
He published a number of commu-
nity newspapers in Texas during a
30-year span, including in Long-
view, Fort Stockton, Nacogdoches,
Lufkin and Cedar Park.
Email: gborders@texaspress.com.
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POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

Habit Forming

I am made entirely of habits.

This is not an original obser-
vation. Annie Dillard wrote:
“How we spend our days is, of
course, how we spend our lives.”
I either love that quote or hate
it, depending on how I spent my
day.

I am thinking about this be-
cause I was trying to break a
habit of mine: sitting up late at
my computer, mindlessly scroll-
ing and snacking. I do this be-
cause I am tired — not hungry
— and I feel too lazy to read a
book or do anything useful, but
it seems too early to go to bed.
So instead, I end up full of pea-
nuts and chocolate chips. I don’t
sleep well, and I don’t fit into my
jeans. I have concluded that this
is not a good habit. So I resolved
to break it.

It was very hard the first
night. Once again, I was tired
and convinced I was hungry. I
was not, but weariness and hun-
ger are close cousins, and I had
grown accustomed to managing
weariness with food. I resisted
and had a hard time sleeping. I
felt rather discouraged about
the whole idea of breaking an
old and cherished habit.

But I did it again the second
night, and I was surprised that
it was noticeably easier. The
night after that, it took almost
no effort at all. T don’t want to
get ahead of myself, but I am
now going on a week without my
late-night snacks, and I am
starting to feel that this is not
such a great sacrifice after all.
It’s starting to feel normal. It’s
becoming a habit.

Over time, habits become a
lot more than habits; that’s
what I realized. Habits are who
[ am. I am in the habit of walk-
ing five miles a day — therefore,
I am a walker. The neighbors
say “hello” as I go by. The dogs
know me. I have a habit of writ-
ing every day. Writing every day
is no longer a habit — I am a
writer.

The habits that define me are
both good and bad. I consume
too much social media, and it
shapes how I view the world. I
eat a lot of vegetables, and I be-
come healthier. I started medi-
tating, and now I feel unsettled
ifTdon’t do it regularly. If I prac-
ticed my Spanish, I would be-
come a Spanish speaker — but
Idon’t.

One after another, the hab-
its are acquired — and very oc-
casionally dropped — and they
define and redefine who I am.
Because my life is ruled by hab-
its. Most of the time, this isn’t a
bad thing. I make surprisingly
few actual decisions in the
course of the day. Very little en-
ergy, thought or willpower is put
into most of what I do because I
did it yesterday and the day be-
fore that. Only a change takes
effort.

I now wonder if I don’t have
a lot of habits that I engage in
every day without noticing. I
judge situations too quickly and
get annoyed with people too eas-
ily simply because they are not
doing something I expect them
to do. I do this habitually — usu-
ally without thinking.

Before I can change any-
thing, I first have to notice what
I am doing. I have to stop long
enough to recognize that, some-
where along the line, this habit
has become me. These habitual
attitudes are harder to see. But
now that I'm looking for them,
I'm not sure it’s harder to
change these habits than any
other habit.

It surely can’t be harder than
resisting peanuts and chocolate
chips before bedtime.

Till next time,

Carrie

Carrie is the author of “Loon
Point.” “The Turnip House” will
be released in January 2027.

Photos and other things can
be found on Facebook at Car-
rieClassonAuthor.
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FOOTBALL SEASON PREVIEW:

Texans look to reach NFL mountaintop:

UT hopes this is their magical year

Fiesta Bowl, the Cotton
Bowl, the Peach Bowl and
the Rose Bowl. Those games
will be televised by TNT,
TRU TV and ESPN. The
first national semifinal
game will be held on Jan. 14
at 6:30 p.m. at the Capital
One Bowl, with the second
semifinal being held Jan. 15
at the All State Sugar Bowl.
The CFP National Champi-
onship game be held on
Monday, Jan. 25 at Allegiant
Stadium in Las Vegas.

Turning our attention to
the NFL, it was a busy
offseason as a record 10 new
head coaches were hired to
turn their team’s fortunes
around. The 10 new head
men are: Joe Brady at
Buffalo, Jeff Hafley at
Miami, John Harbaugh with
the New York Giants, Klint
Kubiak, with Las Vegas,
Jesse Minter, Baltimore,
Mike McCarthy, Pittsburgh,
Mike LaFleur, Arizona,
Kevin Stefanski, Atlanta,
Todd Monken, Cleveland
and Robert Saleh, Tennes-
see.

Those 10 teams, along
with the 22 other NFL
teams all have their sights
set on making it to Super
Bowl 61, scheduled for Feb.
14 (yes, Valentine’s Day) at
SoFi Stadium in Los
Angeles. This will mark the
latest date that a Super
Bowl has ever been played.

So, without further ado,
let’s take a look at how the
2026 college and NFL
season might shake out this
season.

NCAA

NOTRE DAME - ND
head coach Marcus Freeman
has a loaded team heading
into the 2026 season. After
losing their first two games
last year (to Miami and
Texas A&M), the Irish ran
off 10 straight wins, but
were denied a CFP berth.
This year, Freeman wel-
comes back his starting QB
in C.J. Carr, four of five
offensive linemen and nine
starters on defense for the
No. 5-ranked Fighting Irish.
ND also has a favorable
schedule. They play a very
good BYU team in Provo on
Oct. 17 and host Miami on
Now. 7.

BIG 12 - This should be a
three-team race between No.
12 Texas Tech, No. 15 BYU
and No. 23 Houston. Tech
won the Big 12 regular
season and Big 12 title game
beating BYU twice and
finished with a school record
12 wins. Head coach Joey
McGuire welcomes back a
strong nucleus on both sides
of the ball, especially on
defense. The key will be how
QB Will Hammond responds
after suffering a torn ACL
last Oct. 25. Hammond is a
dual-threat QB. The Red
Raiders have two talented
and productive running
backs in J’Koby Williams
and Camerron Dickey. Look
for Tech to feature those two
early as Hammond settles in
at QB. BYU also finished 12-
2 a year ago and have one of
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By
MIKE KEENEY

the top dual-threat QBs in
Bear Bachmeier and a top
back in LJ Martin. UH
finished 10-3 a year ago
with a bowl win over LSU in
Willie Fritz’s second season.
The Coogs return Conner
Wegman at QB and signed
the nation’s No. 1 recruit in
Spring Legacy QB Keisean
(6-5, 195 pounds). UH has a
big early date against Tech
on Sept. 17 in Lubbock.

BIG 10 - The Big 10 has
won the last three national
titles and will look to make
it four in a row. This is a
deep and talented league,
but the top three teams, No.
1-ranked Ohio State, No. 2-
ranked Oregon and No. 6-
ranked Indiana are the class
of this league. The Buckeyes
should be explosive on
offense behind veteran QB
Julian Sayin, sophomore
running back Bo Jackson
(no, not THAT Bo Jackson)
and star wide receiver
Jeremiah Smith, who could
be the No. 1 overall pick in
the 2027 NFL draft. They
will reload, not rebuild, on
defense after losing six
starters to the NFL draft.
Oregon finished 13-2 a year
ago and returns star QB
Dante Moore. He has a load
of weapons around him and
you can bet Dan Lanning’s
defense will be solid as well.
Indiana returns four
starters on both sides of the
ball, but Cignetti is a master
of the transfer portal. He
brought in former TCU QB
Josh Hoover (, 9,629 yards,
71 TDs in three years in
Fort Worth) to replace
Heisman Trophy winner and
No. 1 draft pick Fernando
Mendoza.

SEC - The SEC should be
called Quarterback U
because there are so many
talented signal callers that
call the league home this
year. No., 4-ranked Texas
(10-3 in 25) has Arch
Manning, No. 3-ranked
Georgia has Gunner
Stockton, No. 7-ranked Ole
Miss has Trinadad Chamb-
liss, No. 8-ranked Texas
A&M has Marcel Reed and
LSU and new head coach
Lane Kiffin brought in Sam
Levitt from Arizona State.
This is not going to be your
grandfather’s SEC, where
defense dominated and
teams won brutal defensive
battles back in the day. This
year, the ball will be flying
all over the field from
Austin to Oxford. UT
returns a strong nucleus led
by Manning, a star wide
receiver Cam Camerson who
comes over from Auburn.
Texas also has one of the top
defensive ends in Collins
Simmons (12 sacks), a sure
first-round draft pick. Ole

Miss also has a stud
running back in Kewan
Lacy (rushed for over 1,500
yards and scored 24 TDs
last year). Georgia is a year
older and wiser and you
know Kirby Smart’s team
will play tough defense.
Alabama is the big question
mark here. Head coach
Kalen DeBoer is entering
his third year in Tuscaloosa
and the natives are getting
restless. ‘Bama did earn a
CFP berth last year, but
were embarrassed in the
Rose Bowl by Indiana.
Crimson Tide fans expect
more, especially after being
spoiled by Nick Saban’s six
national titles during his 17-
year run. Saban did win his
first national title in his
third year, and this just
happens to be DeBoer’s
third year in Tuscaloosa. We
shall see.

ACC - The ACC will be a
two-team race between
Miami, last year’s national
championship runnerup,
and SMU. The Hurricanes
are loaded on offense led by
Duke transfer Darian
Mensah at QB and return-
ing running back Mark
Fletcher and star wideout
Malachi Tony. SMU will pin
its hopes on starting QB
Kevin Jennings.

NFL

AFC SOUTH - The
Texans will go as far as QB
C.d. Stroud takes them,
along with an offensive line
that has been the team’s
weakest spot the last few
years. If Stroud takes his
game to the next level,
Houston could advance deep
into the AFC playoffs. The
running game should be
improved with the acquisi-
tion of David Montgomery
from Detroit. He should help
near the goal line, where the
team struggled to score last
year. The offense suffered a
huge blow in training camp
when second-year wideout
Jalen Higgins was lost for
the season with a torn ACL.
The defense is good enough
to carry this team far, but
Stroud must prove he can
win in clutch time. Jackson-
ville should contend for the
division as well behind QB
Trevor Lawrence.

AFC NORTH - This will
be an interesting division to
watch. Pittsburgh, Balti-
more and Cincinnati should
contend for the division title.
The Steelers have a new
head coach in Mike McCar-
thy who is reunited with
Aaron Rodgers. The two had
a lot of success in Green
Bay. Rodgers has another
weapon on offense to go with
DK Metcalf as former Colt
wideout Michael Pittman Jr.
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address is:

hereto.

this day of

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that Original Letters Testamentary for Docket No. 544134; Estate of
DAVID LOIUS BYROM Deceased; In Probate Court No. 5 of Harris County, Texas, Deceased,

EDNA MALDANADO BYROM

The residence address of the administrator is in Harris County, Texas. The mailing

c/o Weston Cotten
1500 E Wallisville Road
Highlands, TX 77562

All persons having claims against this Estate which is currently being administered are
required to present them within the time and in the manner prescribed by law.

Dated this August 19, 2026

By__Weston Cotten

WESTON COTTEN
Attorney for the Estate

PUBLISHER'S AFFIDAVIT

I solemnly swear that the above notice was published once in The Star Courier, a
newspaper printed in Highlands, Harris County, Texas and of general circulation in said county,
as provided in the Texas Probate Code for the service of citation or notice by publication, and the
date that the issue of said newspaper bore in which said notice was published was

. A copy of the notice published, clipped from the newspaper is attached

Publisher

SUBSCRIBED and ACKNOWLEDGED before me by

, 2026.

Notary Public * State of Texas

was added to the mix.
running back in Derrick
Henry and an up-and-
coming star in wide receiver
Zay Flowers. The Bengals
are hoping that QB Joe
Burrow can stay healthy for
the entire season because he
is surrounded by a load of
talent in running back
Chase Brown and big-play
wideouts Ja’Marr Chase and
Tee Higgins.

AFC EAST - This will be
a two team race between the
New England, the defending
AFC champs, and Buffalo.
NE gave QB Drake Maye a
huge weapon in the
offseason when they
acquired big-play wide
receiver A.J. Brown from the
Eagles. Brown will open up
the deep passing game for
Maye and put him firmly in
the MVP conversation.
Buffalo has a pretty fair QB
as well in former MVP Josh
Allen a true dual-threat QB
(14 rushing TDs in 25). The
front office provided Allen
with a new weapon as well
trading for former Chicago
wideout D.J. Moore. The
Bills also have one of the top
running backs in the league
in James Cook and are
moving into a new stadium.
Nothing would be finer than
for the Bills to host the AFC
title game in January in
their new digs.

AFC WEST - This is the
best division in the AFC as
Denver, the Los Angeles
Chargers and the Kansas
City Chiefs should all
contend for the division
crown and playoff spots.
Denver won the division a
year ago and provided QB
Bo Nix with a deep threat
when it acquired speedy
wideout Jaylen Waddle from
Miami. He will pair with the
steady Courtland Sutton to
give Nixon plenty of options
in the passing game. Look
for a breakout year from
second-year running back
RJ Harvey. The Denver
defense is a top five unit.
The Chargers helped QB
Justin Herbert when it
hired former Dolphins head
coach Mike McDaniel as the
team’s new offensive
coordinator. McDaniel is an
offensive genius and should
help Herbert step up his
game. Herbert has two solid
targets in wideouts Ladd
McConkey and Quentin
Johnson. If second-year
running back Omar
Hampton has the breakout
year many expect, this
offense could be down right
scary. The Chiefs had a bad
year in 2025, falling to 6-11
and lost QB Patrick
Mahomes late in the season
to a knee injury. But
Mahomes looks like he will
start the season opener
against Denver. He has a
new toy to play with in
former Seattle running
game Kenneth Walker III,
which should help KC’s
passing game. Look for wide
receiver Rasheed Rice to
have a big year and
Mahomes still has depend-

able tight end Travis Kelce
to throw to in the Red Zone.

NFC EAST - This will be
a two-team race between
Dallas and Philadelphia. I
think the Giants are year
away. I think Dallas wins
the East because of its high-
powered offense led by QB
Dak Prescott, running back
Javonte Williams and big-
play wideouts CeeDee Lamb
and George Pickens. Dallas
was dreadful on defense a
year ago, but the front office
spent the offseason improv-
ing that side of the ball with
trades, free agent signings
and the drafting of Ohio
State All-American safety
Caleb Downs, who should
solidify a shaky secondary.
Philly QB Jalen Hurts lost
his go-to guy when Brown
was traded to the Patriots.
How he responds will be
interesting to see. The
Eagles could use a bounce-
back year from running
back Saquon Barkley, which
would take a lot of pressure
off of Hurts.

NFC NORTH - This will
be a fun division to watch as
Chicago, Green Bay and
Detroit are all talented
enough to make deep playoff
runs. The Bears won 12
games a year ago and won
the division behind QB
Caleb Williams. Williams
has a lot of talent around
him, but the defense will be
the key to how far this team
advances. The secondary is
suspect. The Packers also
made the playoffs a year ago
behind QB Jordan Love,
running back Josh Jacobs,
tight end Tucker Kraft and
wide receiver Christian
Watkins. The defense is
solid and will get a huge
boost in October when star
pass rusher Micah Parsons
returns from an ACL injury.
It appears Parsons in on
track to return to face his
old team, the Cowboys on
Oct. 18 in GB. The Lions
missed the playoffs a year
ago but have too much
offensive talent to be taken
for granted, led by QB Jared
Goff, star running back
Jahmyr Gibbs and big-play
wideouts Amon-Ra St.
Brown and Jameson
Williams.

NFC WEST - This
division is home the the SB
champion Seahawks and a
Rams team that took them
down to the wire in the NFC
title game a year ago.
Seattle took a big hit in the
offseason when Walker, their
best running back, bolted for
KC. His departure will put
more pressure on QB Sam
Darnold and star wide
receiver Jaxon Smith-
Njigba. The defense returns
intact and Seattle has one of
the best young head coaches
in the NFL in Mike
McDaniel. The Rams are
hungry to host another
Super Bowl and have
enough talent on both sides
of the ball to get the job
done. MVP QB Matthew
Stafford threw 46 TD passes

a year ago and he has two
stud receivers in Puca
Nacua and Davante Adams.
He also has a solid running
back in Kyren

Williams. The front office
vastly improved the defense
trading for Defensive Player
of the Year Myles Garrett
(23 sacks) from Cleveland.
The 49ers could be in the
mix, as long as running back
Christian McCaffrey stays
healthy.

NFC SOUTH - This is
the worst division in the
entire league, so who knows
who’s going to win it. Tampa
Bay seems to have the most
solid team, but watch out for
Atlanta with Stefanski
running things now. The
Falcons also have one of the
top two backs in the league
in Bijan Robinson, who can
hurt teams as a rusher and
pass catcher.

So, without further ado,
here is one man’s predic-
tions on how he sees the
college and NFL season
playing out in 2026.

NCAA

BIG 12 - TEXAS TECH
OVER HOUSTON

BIG 10 - OHIO STATE
OVER INDIANA

SEC - TEXAS OVER
GEORGIA

ACC - MIAMI OVER
SMU

12 TEAM CFP FIELD:
TEXAS, GEORGIA,
TEXAS A&M, ALABAMA,
OHIO STATE, INDIANA,
OREGON, USC, MIAMI,
NOTRE DAME, BOISE
STATE AND NORTH
DAKOTA STATE

CFP TITLE GAME -
TEXAS OVER OHIO
STATE

NFL

AFC SOUTH - HOUS-
TON

AFC NORTH - BALTI-
MORE

AFC EAST - BUFFALO

AFC WEST - LOS
ANGELES CHARGERS

AFC WILD CARDS -
KANSAS CITY, DENVER,
NEW ENGLAND

AFC CHAMPIONSHIP
- BUFFALO OVER
HOUSTON

NFC EAST - DALLAS

NFC NORTH - CHICA-
GO

NFC WEST - LOS
ANGELES

NFC SOUTH - TAMPA
BAY

NFC WILD CARDS -
PHILADELPHIA, DE-
TROIT AND SEATTLE

NFC CHAMPIONSHIP
- LOS ANGELES OVER
DALLAS

SUPER BOWL 61- LOS
ANGELES RAMS OVER
BUFFALO

THIS WEEK

Aug. 28, Friday
Eagle Stadium

Stadium

NEXT WEEK
Sept. 3, Thursday

Sept. 4, Friday

Stadium

Stadium

Aug. 27, Thursday
Huffman Hargrave vs. Shepherd, 7:30
p-m., Falcon Stadium

STAR-COURIER FOOTBALL
SCORES/SCHEDULES

Barbers Hill vs. Aldine Nimitz, 7 p.m.,
Baytown Lee vs. Baytown Sterling, 7 p.m., Stallworth

Crosby at Dayton, 7 p.m., Bronco Stadium
Baytown Sterling vs. Alvin, 7 p.m., Stallworth Stadium
Barbers Hill vs. Crosby, 7 p.m., Eagle Stadium

Baytown Lee at Goose Creek Memorial, 7 p.m., Stallworth

Huffman Hargrave at West Fork, 7:30 p.m., Randall Reed
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CLAS S ) cannazseans

Your AD will reach up to 40,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 20,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only S18 for 20 words. A bargain!

I N |
RV SPACE RV SPACE RV SPACE FOR RENT FOR RENT FOR RENT

Small RV Space Available in Crosby | | APARTMENT FOR RENT

Nice shade tree on the property

For more information, call: $600.00 / month,
(281)571-5857 Deposit $200.00
All Bills Pald (Private & Quite)
For more information
Current and Back Issues are available on our Please Call 281-722-0541
website: www.starcouriernews.com

*

SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money B " s i n e s s D i rec t o ry SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

o N
b ] Graphics Unlimited, Inc. WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
Ful[ mw&mx& m . CORPORATE GRAPHICS AT ITS BEST HlGHLANDS
: Signs & Banners 281-421-4050 1500 E. Wallisville Rl
”ENHERSQ\\ 7I3'702'32w 281 .462 .‘| 200 NOT CERTIFIED z;/ETgIEA TIE(AATSI OB'(\I)ARD OF LEGAL
AITA DODVN JORNNY GAEKE 9115, MAN www.graphicsunlimitedinc.net
OWNERINSPECTOR HCHLANDS TX. 7751 213 Kernohan « Croshy, TX 77532
281-428-1187
_ FILLDIRT
1-800-345-8471 /\ Banksanp || SMALLADSERING BIG SRR RODNEY SIMS FIREARMS
Ask about our Business Directory FIREARMS INSTRUCTOR
: : ROADBASE
Sales & Repair Service| | BIELE, nocerse Package e
Bavt T MATE RIAL S Easndhshnll 13 Weeks + Story + Display for $260 GUN SALES
ytown, lexas 119 Listi Ln, Highlands ~ hillmaterials.com Ask about our Ribbon Cutting Package S
John Henderson WE DELIVER TO YOU Photo + Story + Web for $260 RODNEYSSIMS70@GMAIL.COM
628 Cedar Bayou Rd. (281) 843-5000 713-266-3444 (936 §91-6746
residential - commercial - industrial CROSBY, TEXAS

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details
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Aiysha Hart, left, and Anthony Mackie star in “Desert Warrior.”

“Outer Banks: Season 5.”

“The Whisper Man”
(R) — Based on the novel
by Alex North, this crime
thriller film, premiering
Aug. 28, was produced by
the Russo Brothers
(“Avengers: Endgame”) and
stars Robert De Niro (“The
Alto Knights”), Michelle
Monaghan (“The White Lo-
tus”), and Adam Scott
(“Severance”). Although it’s
deemed a crime thriller, it’s
got the tone of a full-on hor-
ror flick, and with the dark
subject matter at hand, it’s
sure to keep the hairs on
your arms standing. Scott
portrays Tom, a widowed
father to an 8-year-old son,
who decides to move his
family to a quiet town
named Featherbank to
start anew. Featherbank,
however, used to be tor-
mented by a serial killer
named the Whisper Man,
and somehow, the killer has
escaped. Tom’s son is sub-
sequently taken, leaving
him with no choice but to
reach out to his estranged

father, a detective named
Pete (De Niro), to help find
the missing boy. (Netflix)

“The Last Sunrise” (R)
— Maia Reficco from the re-
booted “Pretty Little Liars”
series leads this steamy ro-
mantic drama premiering
Aug. 26! Based on the 2025
novel of the same name,
“The Last Sunrise” follows
Ry, a young American wom-
an who accompanies her
mother, Isolde (Eva Longo-
ria), on a business trip to
Majorca, Spain. With
health issues weighing her
down mentally, Ry isn’t ex-
pecting much out of this
trip ... until she meets a lo-
cal boy named Julian
(Fernando Lindez). A pas-
sionate affair between the
two is inevitable, but their
romance gets threatened
when Isolde reveals to Ry
that she needs to buy out
Julian’s family’s docks to
bring her business deal to
fruition. (Amazon Prime
Video)

“Girls Like Girls” (R)

— Actress and singer Hay-
ley Kiyoko got her start in
the 2011 film “Lemonade
Mouth,” a Disney Channel
original film. Since then,
she’s had a steady career in
music, film and TV. In
2015, she released the song
“Girls Like Girls” with a
music video that’s some-
what of a sneak peek of the
new “Girls Like Girls” film,
which just released on Pea-
cock. This coming-of-age
drama film is directed by
Kiyoko and stars Maya da
Costa (“Descendants: Wick-
ed Wonderland”) and Myra
Molloy (“He’s All That”). Da
Costa plays 17-year-old Co-
ley, who begins a new chap-
ter of her life in rural
Oregon with her estranged
father, Curtis (Zach Braff).
Soon after she moves, Co-
ley meets another girl
named Sonya (Molloy), and
they form a deep emotional
connection that’s bound to
leave one girl heartbroken.
(Peacock)

“Desert Warrior” (R)
— AGC Studios made an in-
teresting choice in produc-
ing a $150-million
historical-action film led by
Anthony Mackie (“Captain
America: Brave New
World”). While Mackie is
incredibly talented, his lat-
est “Captain America” in-
stallment didn’t fill theater
seats like Chris Evans’ pre-
vious three films, and
“Desert Warrior” didn’t
even make $1 million at the
box office. Still, this film
could be a great choice for
those who enjoy period-
piece action films. Mackie
takes on the role of Hanza-
la, a legendary bandit in
7th-century Asia who
agrees to assist an exiled
princess in her revolution
against a tyrannical em-
pire. Not only must he unite
tribes against Emperor
Kisra (Ben Kingsley), but
he must also face the em-
peror’s ruthless soldier Jal-
abzeen (Sharlto Copley) in
direct combat. Premieres
Aug. 28. (Hulu)

(c) 2026 King Features
Synd., Inc.

Q:Is Johnny Depp making a comeback
anytime soon? I haven’t seen him in any-
thing since all the bad publicity he had
with his ex-wife. — S.T.

A:It’s been four years since the defama-
tion trial between Johnny Depp and Am-
ber Heard, but his career has never
regained the heights that it achieved in
the early 2000s. He portrayed King Louis
XV in the French historical film “Jeanne
du Barry” back in 2023, and his future has
been looking brighter since. He’s starring
in the action thriller “Day Drinker” with
Oscar winner Penelope Cruz (“Vicky Cris-
tina Barcelona”), which is set for a March
2027 release. This November, however,
he’ll play the title character in the holi-
day film “Ebenezer.”

Producer Jerry Bruckheimer did say at
D23: The Ultimate Disney Fan Event that
he’s in talks with Depp about reprising the
role of Captain Jack Sparrow in “Pirates
of the Caribbean 6.” A screenplay is in
progress, but this sequel will center on a
new female lead played by Margot Robbie
and place Depp in more of a supporting
role.

eskesk

Q:Isn’t Marvel making a movie or TV
series with Paul Bettany’s character called
“VisionQuest”? Whatever happened with
this? — C.E.

A:It’s understandable that one would
think that Disney has abandoned the
planned “WandaVision” spin-off “Vision-
Quest” because it’s been years in the mak-
ing. The original series with Elizabeth
Olsen and Paul Bettany ended in 2021,
and we were treated to the first “WV” spin-
off — “Agatha All Along” starring Kath-
ryn Hahn — in 2024. Disney recently
released the trailer for the upcoming se-
ries “VisionQuest” at the recent D23 Dis-
ney event.

In the preview, we see Bettany as “a
humble guy working in a British pub,” ac-
cording to TVLine, “[who] takes a trip in-
side his own mind and his own memories,
admitting that ‘I was an Avenger, but I'm
not a hero anymore.” James Spader also
stars as Ultron, who tries to convince Vi-
sion that his memories are indeed real and
urges him, “Free us all and save your son.”

The new series is expected to premiere
on Disney+ on Wednesday, Oct. 14. In ad-
dition to Bettany and Spader, the cast in-

Johnny Depp (Upcoming in “Day Drinker”)

cludes Faran Tahir (“Iron Man”), Emily

Hampshire (“Schitt’s Creek”), Todd

Stashwick (“12 Monkeys”), and T’Nia

Miller (“The Haunting of Bly Manor”).
sk

Q: Is Ryan Gosling starring in a new
“Star Wars” movie? I thought they fin-
ished making them with this past trilo-
gy. — A.B.

A:Yes, there’s another “Star Wars”
movie in the works, but it’s an entirely
original story that, according to director
Shawn Levy, is neither a prequel nor a
sequel. In “Star Wars: Starfighter,” Ryan
Gosling (“Project Hail Mary”) plays a
rogue pilot named Kade Auberon. Aube-
oron, according to Entertainment Week-
ly, has a decommissioned G17 starfighter
in his possession that he claims is “the
fastest ever built.”

Levy, who directed “Deadpool & Wol-
verine,” is excited to team up with novel-
ist and screenwriter Jonathan Tropper
(“The Adam Project,” “Your Friends &
Neighbors”) and Gosling, of course. Look
for what’s sure to be another blockbuster
hit for the “Star Wars” franchise in the-
aters on May 28, 2027.

Send me your questions at
NewCelebrityExtra@gmail.com.

(c) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

ENTERTAINMENT
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