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CHCC Calls for
Sponsors Ahead
of Clean Up Day

The Crosby Huffman
Chamber of Commerce
(CHCC) is seeking local
business partners to help
make Clean Up Day
Crosby a success.
Scheduled for October
17th, the community-
wide event aims to bring
neighbors together to
beautify Crosby’s streets,
parks, and
neighborhoods—one
area at a time.

To fund the necessary
supplies and maximize
the event’s reach, CHCC
is currently offering two
sponsorship tiers:

· Glove Sponsor ($500):
Provides exclusive
recognition on all event
promotions, logo
placement on event
signage, a dedicated
social media shout-out,
and the opportunity to
include promotional
items in volunteer clean-
up bags.

· Trash Bags Sponsor
($250): Includes
recognition on
promotional materials,
logo placement on
signage, and a social
media shout-out.

Businesses participating
will not only promote
their brand to the
community but also
show their support for a
cleaner, healthier local
environment.

To learn more or sign
up to get involved,
contact the Crosby
Huffman Chamber of
Commerce at (281) 328-
3239 or visit
www.crosbyhuffmanc.org.
Let’s work together to
make Crosby shine!

Crosby ISD Annual
State of the District

Continued. See STERLING’S
KAHMARI HOUKE, page 5

Continued. See CROSBY ISD HIGHLIGHTS
GROWTH, PROGRESS, page 6

The Crosby-Huffman
Chamber of Commerce
will host its September
monthly luncheon,
themed “Stronger
Together,” on Thursday,
Sept. 17, from 11:30 a.m.
to 1 p.m. at the Crosby
Community Center, 409
Hare Road.

The luncheon will focus
on “Breaking Barriers.
Building Connections.
Growing Our
Community,” and will
provide an opportunity for
local business owners,
professionals and
community leaders to
network and learn about
community opportunities.

Community Resource
Credit Union will serve as
the featured speaker,
presenting information on
transforming communities
through the power of
financial freedom.

The event is sponsored
by Trusted Insurance
Group, with catering
provided by TeaPot
Depot.

Early-bird tickets are
$25 through Sept. 14.
Tickets purchased after
Sept. 14 or at the door are
$30. Reservations are
required to ensure an
accurate food count.

Attendees are
encouraged to bring
business cards and take
advantage of the
networking opportunity
with fellow business and
community leaders.

For more information
or to RSVP, contact the
Crosby-Huffman Chamber
of Commerce at

281-328-6984.
The chamber also lists

www.crosbyhuffmancc.org
as its website.

Chamber to Host
‘Stronger Together’
Luncheon

San Jacinto River Waste Pits cleanup estimate climbs
By David Taylor
Managing Editor

HIGHLANDS — Federal environ-
mental officials met with residents
Tuesday evening to discuss the lat-
est developments in the long-run-
ning cleanup of the San Jacinto River
Waste Pits Superfund Site, includ-
ing changes to the cleanup plan and
a new enforcement order directing
responsible parties to carry out re-
medial work.

The U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency Region 6, in cooperation
with the Texas Commission on En-
vironmental Quality, Harris Coun-
ty agencies, local officials and
industry representatives, hosted a
community meeting Tuesday, Sept.
8, 2026, at the Highland Communi-
ty Center, 604 Highland Woods
Drive in Highlands.

EPA officials provided residents
with updates on cleanup activities at
the site and answered questions
about the project, which has drawn
public concern for years because of
dioxin and furan contamination

along the San Jacinto River near In-
terstate 10.

The meeting included a discus-
sion of an Explanation of Significant
Differences, or ESD, a decision doc-
ument that outlines changes to the
remedy EPA approved in its 2017

Record of Decision. According to
EPA, the changes do not fundamen-
tally alter the original cleanup plan,
which calls for excavation and off-site
disposal of contaminated material
from the waste pits.

The ESD identifies two major up-

dates: a substantial increase in es-
timated remedial costs for the
Northern Impoundments and an in-
crease in the volume of material ex-
cavated for disposal from the
Southern Impoundment. The esti-
mated cost for the Northern Im-
poundments has risen from about
$105.5 million in 2017 dollars to a
revised estimate ranging from
about $210.9 million to $262.3 mil-
lion in 2025 dollars.

The EPA also discussed a Uni-
lateral Administrative Order issued
to  In ternat i ona l  Paper  and
McGinnes Industrial Maintenance
Corporation. The order directs the
companies to carry out cleanup
work at the Northern Impound-
ments and Sand Separation Area in
Channelview/Highlands and estab-
lishes enforcement guidelines to
ensure the work follows the reme-
dial design EPA conditionally ap-
proved in September 2025.

The Superfund site includes two

Continued. See EPA DETAILS WASTE PITS
CLEAN UP CHANGES, Page 2

Story by: Nancy Bonds,
GCCISD Director of
Communications

The excitement sur-
rounding one of Goose
Creek CISD’s longest-
standing rivalries received
a Houston-area spotlight
Friday, August 28, as FOX
26 brought Friday Football
Fever to Robert E. Lee and
Ross S.  Sterl ing high
schools ahead of the annu-
al Lee-Sterling football
game.

FOX 26 visited both
campuses Friday morning
for live, pep rally-style fea-
tures showcasing the stu-
d e n t s ,  s p i r i t ,  a n d
traditions behind the
cross-town rivalry. Hours
later, the Ganders and
Rangers met on the field
for the Friday evening
matchup, with Sterling

FOX 26 Friday Football Fever Spotlights
60th Anniversary of Lee-Sterling Rivalry

Sterling quarterback Noah Benitez runs past Lee defender Blake Askew
during the Lee-Sterling football game at Stallworth Stadium.(Photos by: Carrie
Pryor-Newman)

earning a 31-10 victory.
This year’s game carried

added significance as Ster-
ling celebrates the 60th
anniversary of its 1966
opening. The arrival of the
district ’s  second high
school also marked the be-
ginning of a football rival-

ry that has brought gener-
ations of GCCISD students
and families together for
six decades.

At Lee, senior twins
Luis and Tommy Gonzalez
represented the Ganders
and shared what it means
to prepare for their final

season together. Both are
members of Lee’s offensive
line and students in the
Maritime Academy.

Luis, a four-year varsity
player who wears No. 73 at
left guard, described the
commitment that goes into
p r e p a r i n g  f o r  F r i d a y
nights. His day begins at
5:00 AM for practice, fol-
lowed by a full school day
and additional time after
school for weights and film.

Tommy, No. 56, is a two-
year varsity player who
contributes at left tackle
and on special teams. He
said the Ganders entered
the season determined to
show their growth.

At Sterling, seniors Kah-
mari Houke and Noah Be-
ni tez  represented  the
Rangers during the Friday
Football Fever feature.

Houke, No. 2, is a three-

year varsity player who
contributes on both sides
of the ball as a defensive
back and receiver. He
pointed to the Rangers’
physicality and communi-
cation as team strengths.

“We play together and
c o m m u n i c a t e  w e l l , ”
Houke said. “We’re phys-
ical on defense, and we
have big goals for this sea-
son.”

Benitez, No. 13, en-
tered his fourth varsity
season as the Rangers’
quarterback and a team
captain.

“Being a captain means
a lot because it shows that
the team trusts me,” Ben-
itez said. “We’re confi-
dent, and we want to show
that we’re not the same

Highlands Community
Meeting

The Greater Highlands Chamber of Commerce will host a community
meeting at the San Jacinto Community Center. See story below & page 6

By David Taylor
Managing Editor

The Greater Highlands Cham-
ber of Commerce will mark a rare
milestone Thursday, Sept. 10,
when Harris County Precinct 2
Commissioner Adrian Garcia and
Precinct 3 Commissioner Tom
Ramsey appear together at the
chamber’s monthly luncheon for
what organizers are calling a his-
toric community forum.

The meeting, set for 11:30 a.m.,
is a first for the Highlands cham-
ber in more ways than one. Not
only will it bring both commission-
ers with jurisdictional interests in
the Highlands and Lynchburg ar-
eas to the same table, but the event
also requires advance reservations
— another first for the organiza-
tion.

Chamber leaders say the timing
is significant as Highlands faces
mounting questions about growth,
infrastructure, traffic, public safe-
ty and county services. With new
subdivisions already underway in

Historic Community Forum
Garcia, Ramsey to appear together in Chamber first

the community and thousands
more homes planned in nearby
Crosby and Huffman over the next
decade, residents and business
owners are expected to bring con-
cerns about how the area will ab-
sorb that growth.

Chamber President Isabelle
Dion said the joint appearance is
important because Highlands is
not represented by just one coun-
ty precinct. Since Harris County’s
redistricting took effect in 2022,
the community has been split be-
tween Precinct 2 and Precinct 3,
with Main Street serving as the
dividing line. The west side of
Main Street falls in Precinct 3,
represented by Ramsey, while the
east side falls in Precinct 2, rep-
resented by Garcia.

That split makes county-level
coordination especially important
for residents who may use facili-
ties, roads, drainage systems and
other services tied to different pre-

Continued. See GARCIA & RAMSEY TO
ADDRESS GROWTH, page 6

CROSBY, TX — Crosby Independent
School District welcomed community
members, business and civic leaders,
and district partners on Tuesday, Au-
gust 25, 2026, for its annual State of the
District. The event provided an oppor-
tunity to share a comprehensive look at
the district’s finances, accountability,
staffing, student services, operations,
and communications while highlighting
the progress taking place across Cros-
by ISD.

With enrollment reaching 7,449
students as of August 24, Crosby ISD
continues to grow while remaining fo-
cused on its mission of protecting, pre-
paring,  and empowering every
student for lifelong success.

Celebrating Academic Progress
One of the highlights of this year’s

State of the District was the district’s
2026 accountability results. Crosby
ISD earned an overall score of 81, re-
sulting in a B rating. This represents
continued progress from the district’s
previous accountability scores of 77-
C in 2023, 77-C in 2024, and 78-C in
2025.

District leaders emphasized that
the B rating represents meaningful
progress while reinforcing the dis-
trict’s commitment to continuous im-
provement and stronger outcomes for
every student.

A Look at District Finances
Chief Financial Officer Robert
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EPA Briefs Highlands residents on San jacinto Waste pits clean up changes,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

sets of waste impoundments
built in the mid-1960s to
dispose of pulp and paper
mill waste. The northern
impoundments, covering
about 14 acres, sit on the
western bank of the San Ja-
cinto River north of the I-10
bridge and are partially sub-
merged. The southern im-
poundment, less than 20
acres, is located on a penin-
sula south of I-10.

The northern impound-
ments were covered with an
armored cap in 2011 as a
temporary containment ac-
tion. In 2017, EPA selected
a final remedy that called
for removing dioxin-contam-
inated material and trans-
p o r t i n g  i t  o f f - s i t e  f o r
disposal, with engineering
controls such as a cofferdam
to be installed before exca-
vation.

EPA said all other reme-
dy components selected in
the 2017 Record of Decision
remain unchanged. The
agency also said it may con-
sider a future modification
that would allow a small vol-
ume of lower-concentration
waste material to remain at
the lowest elevations below
the excavation surface, but
only under criteria to be de-
veloped by EPA and docu-
mented in a future decision.

Presentation slides from
the meeting are expected to
be posted on EPA’s San Ja-
cinto River Waste Pits Su-
perfund Site webpage.

The meeting will cover an
Explanation of Significant
Differences (ESD), which
d e s c r i b e s  s o m e  m i n o r
changes to the cleanup plan
approved in the 2017 Record
of Decision (ROD). EPA will
also discuss a Unilateral Ad-
ministrative Order (UAO)

issued to International Pa-
per and McGinnes Industri-
al Maintenance Corporation
to carry out cleanup work at
the Northern Impound-
ments and Sand Separation
Area in Channelview, Har-
ris County, Texas. For more
information on background
or the 9/8 meeting, we rec-
ommend  v i s i t ing   our
webpage.

EPA will continue to be
transparent with residents
regarding the latest clean-
up actions for the San Jacin-
to Waste Pits site.

YOU ARE INVITED TO
ATTEND

SAN JACINTO RIVER
WASTE PITS SUPER-
FUND SITE

COMMUNITY MEET-
ING

The U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA), in
cooperation with the Texas
Commission on Environ-
mental Quality (TCEQ),

Federal, State and Har-
ris County agencies, local
officials and industry, invite
you to attend the Commu-
nity Meeting for the San Ja-
cinto

River Waste Pits Super-
fund site. The meeting will
be held:

Tuesday, September 8,
2026

6:00 p.m. to 7:45 p.m.
The Highland Communi-

ty Center
604 Highland Woods

Drive
Highland, Texas 77562
EPA Region 6 will share

updates on the cleanup ac-
tivities and answer ques-
tions from residents. The
meeting will cover an Expla-
nation

of Significant Differences
(ESD), which describes

some minor changes to the
cleanup plan approved in
the 2017 Record of Decision

(ROD). EPA will also dis-
cuss a Unilateral Adminis-
trative Order (UAO) issued
to International Paper and
McGinnes Industrial

Maintenance Corpora-
tion to carry out cleanup
work at the Northern Im-
poundments and Sand Sep-
a r a t i o n  A r e a  i n
Channelview, Harris

County, Texas.
If you have any technical

questions about the site,
please contact Robert Ap-
pelt, EPA Remedial Project
Manager, at (214) 665-2730

or appelt.robert@epa.gov.
The meeting is being held

in a fully accessible facility.
Should you have any specif-
ic needs or questions about
the facility, please contact

Janetta Coats, EPA Com-
munity Involvement Coordi-
nator, at 214-665-7308 or
1-800-533-3508 (toll-free) or
coats.janetta@epa.gov.

The presentation slides
will be posted online on the
San Jacinto River Waste
Pits Superfund Site: https:/
/www.epa.gov/tx/sjrwp

The San Jacinto River
Waste Pits Superfund site,
located in Harris County,
Texas (Figure 1), consists of
two sets of impoundments,
or pits, built in the mid-
1960s for disposing solid
and liquid pulp and paper
mill wastes that are contam-
inated with dioxins and
furans. The northern set of
impoundments, about 14
acres in size, are located on
the western bank of the San
Jacinto River, north of the
Interstate 10 (I-10) bridge
over the San Jacinto River.
These northern impound-

ments are partially sub-
merged in the river. The
southern impoundment,
less than 20 acres in size, is
located on a small peninsu-
la that extends south of I-10.

The northern impound-
ments were covered with an
armored cap in 2011 as a
Time Critical Removal Ac-
tion as a temporary way to
contain the contaminants.

On October 11, 2017,
EPA approved the cleanup
plan to address dioxin con-
tamination at the site. The
selected remedy includes
removal of the dioxin con-
taining material from the
waste pits and off-site dis-
posal. The EPA’s cleanup
plan includes installing en-
gineering controls such as a
cofferdam before excavating
approximately 212,000 cu-
bic yards of dioxin contami-
nated material for disposal.
The estimated cost for the
remedy is $115 million.

EPA, in cooperation with
the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality, fed-
eral, state and Harris Coun-
ty agencies, local officials,
and industry, invites you to
attend a community meet-
ing for the San Jacinto Riv-
er Waste Pits Superfund
site.

Date: Tuesday, Septem-
ber 8, 2026

Time: 6:00 pm - 7:45 pm
CT

Place:The Highland
Community  Center604
Highland Woods DriveHigh-
land, Texas 77562

EPA will share updates
on the cleanup activities and
answer questions from resi-
dents. The meeting will cov-
e r  a n  E x p l a n a t i o n  o f
Significant Differences,
which describes some minor
changes to the cleanup plan
approved in the 2017 Record
of Decision. EPA will also
discuss the cleanup sched-
ule pursuant to a Unilater-
al Administrative Order
issued April 28, 2026.

If you have any technical
questions about the site,
please contact Robert Ap-
pelt, EPA Remedial Project
Manager, at (214) 665-2730
or appelt.robert@epa.gov.

The meeting is being held
in a fully accessible facility.
Should you have any specif-
ic needs or questions about
the facility, please contact

Janetta Coats, EPA Com-
munity Involvement Coordi-
nator, at 214-665-7308 or
1-800-533-3508 (toll-free)
or coats.janetta@epa.gov.
The presentation slides will
be posted online on the San
Jacinto River Waste Pits
Superfund site webpage.

EPA has issued a unilat-
eral administrative order
(UAO) to International Pa-
per and McGinnes Industri-
al Maintenance Corporation
for remedial action at the
Northern Impoundments
and sand separation area at
the San Jacinto River Waste
Pits Superfund Site in
Channelview, Harris Coun-
ty, Texas. The UAO estab-
l i s h e s  e n f o r c e m e n t
guidelines to ensure work is
carried out according to the
remedial design that EPA
approved on September 9,
2025.

Review the Unilateral
Administrative Order for
Remedial Action of the
Northern Impoundments
and San Separation Area.

pastedGraphic.png ¬
The U.S. Environmental

Protection Agency (EPA)
Region 6 has issued an Ex-
planation of Significant Dif-
ferences (ESD) for the San
Jacinto River Waste Pits
Superfund Site (Site). This
decision document describes
two significant changes
made to the remedy present-
ed in the 2017 Record of De-
cision (ROD) for the Site,
but which do not fundamen-
tally alter the ROD remedy.
The two significant updates
are: 1) an increase in esti-
mated remedial cost for the
Site’s Northern Impound-
ments, from an estimate of
a p p r o x i m a t e l y
$105,485,770 in 2017 U.S.
dollars (USD) in the ROD to
a revised cost estimate of ap-
proximately $210,852,000 to
$262,322,000 in 2025 USD
in the ESD; and 2) an in-
crease in the volume of ma-
terial excavated for disposal
during Remedial Action con-
struction at the Site’s South-
ern Impoundment.

The 2017 selected reme-
dy for the Site requires the
excavation and off-site dis-
posal of waste materials and
contaminated soil/sediment
from the Site impound-
ments, which are located
both north and south of In-

terstate Highway 10 (I-10)
on the San Jacinto River.
The primary hazardous sub-
stances documented at the
Site are polychlorinated
dibenzo-p-dioxins and poly-
chlorinated dibenzofurans.
The changes discussed in
the ESD to the estimated
costs for the Northern Im-
poundment remedy follow
the development of the Re-
media l  Des ign  for  the
Northern Impoundments
and Sand Separation Area
by the Site responsible par-
ties, which was approved by
EPA upon specified condi-
tions on September 9, 2025.
For the Southern Impound-
ment, International Paper
completed the construction
of the Remedial Action in
2023, and the ESD docu-
ments changes in the vol-
ume of material sent off-site
for disposal during Remedi-
al Action construction, as
detailed further in the ESD.

This ESD also addresses
EPA’s evaluation of infor-
mation regarding waste ex-
cavation depths in the
Northern Impoundments
developed during Remedial
Design, as discussed in
EPA’s conditional approval
of the 100% Remedial De-
sign, as well as EPA’s con-
sideration of information
subsequently presented by
the responsible parties in an
October 2025 letter regard-
ing the Northern Impound-
ments. As discussed in more
detail in the ESD, a future
modification to the excava-
tion plans may also be con-
sidered that would allow a
relatively small volume of
lower concentration waste
material exceeding the site-
specific cleanup level to re-
m a i n  a t  t h e  l o w e s t
elevations below the excava-
tion surface, based on spe-
cific criteria to be developed
by EPA. Any such modifica-
tions to the full excavation
approach will be document-
ed, as appropriate, in a fu-
ture decision document and
ensure that the remedy con-
tinues to achieve the reme-
dial action objectives and
remains protective.

All other remedy compo-
nents selected in the 2017
ROD remain unchanged.

The ESD is available at:
ESD in Administrative

Record

Data Centers Fuel
Texas Grid Debate

By Gerardo Hernandez
STAFF WRITER

AUSTIN - Growing op-
position to Texas’ boom-
ing data center industry
is putting a major trans-
mission-line expansion
under renewed scrutiny,
while energy officials
warn that delaying the
projects could increase
the risk of power shortag-
es in West Texas.

The debate comes as
lawmakers and state of-
ficials call for a pause or
reassessment of planned
transmission construc-
tion designed to strength-
en the state’s electric grid.

The Electric Reliabili-
ty Council of Texas, which
manages the state’s pow-
er grid, has warned that
West Texas could face
rolling blackouts if addi-
tional transmission ca-
pacity is not built.

The controversy inten-
sified after Gov. Greg Ab-
bott announced an audit
of data centers seeking
connections to the Texas
electric grid. The an-
nouncement prompted
ERCOT to pause con-
struction of the transmis-
sion projects while the
state examines the grow-
ing demand from large
electricity users.

“Whatever the com-
plexities of the policies
engaged here — and the
degree to which the de-
ployment of these high-
capacity power lines and

the construction of data
centers are distinct issues
— in this moment, it’s the
politics that matter at
least as much as the poli-
cy,” said Jim Henson, di-
r e c t o r  o f  t h e  T e x a s
Politics Project at the
University of Texas at
Austin.

The Publ ic  Uti l i ty
Commission of Texas pre-
viously approved plans
for a network of 765-kilo-
volt transmission lines in-
tended to address the
state’s long-term trans-
mission needs.

The proposal followed
the February 2021 winter
storm that caused wide-
spread power outages and
highlighted vulnerabili-
ties in the Texas electric
system.

West Texas energy pro-
ducers have expressed
concern that the region
does not have enough
generation and transmis-
sion capacity to keep pace
with growing demand.

“The world’s most im-
portant energy basin is
currently running on a
patchwork of portable
generators that just are
not equipped for long-
term needs or production
growth,” said Todd Sta-
ples, president of the Tex-
a s  O i l  a n d  G a s
Association.

The transmission de-
bate comes as Texas con-
tinues to attract major
investments in data cen-
ters and other energy-in-

tensive industries. Sup-
porters of the transmis-
sion expansion argue that
additional infrastructure
is needed to keep electric-
ity moving reliably across
the state as demand in-
creases.

Opponents ,  mean-
while, have questioned
whether the proposed
transmission buildout is
being driven in part by
the rapid growth of data
centers and whether rate-
payers could ultimately
bear some of the costs.

Dozens of legislators
and state officials have
urged the state to recon-
sider the transmission
plans before additional
construction moves for-
ward.

The final decision on
whether the transmission
lines will be built rests
with the Public Utility
Commission. All five PUC
commissioners are ap-
pointed by Abbott.

The governor has not
taken  a  pos i t i on  on
whether the transmission
projects should ultimate-
ly proceed.

As Texas weighs the
competing demands of
economic development,
data center expansion
and grid reliability, state
officials face a decision
over how much transmis-
sion infrastructure will be
needed to keep electrici-
ty flowing as demand con-
tinues to grow.
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ON THE
HILL

ExxonMobil - Barbers Hill Internship
program completes second year

MONT BELVIEU -
This summer, four Bar-
bers Hill 2026 graduates
had the opportunity to go
beyond the gates of the
ExxonMobil Mont Belvieu
Plastics Plant and experi-
ence firsthand the people,
processes and career op-
portunities that power the
facility.

Now in its second year,
this high school Intern-
ship Program was devel-
oped in conjunction with
Barbers Hill ISD and
championed by ExxonMo-
bil leadership team mem-
b e r s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e
Barbers Hill CTE (Career
and Technical Education)
Director, Kari Sager, who
wanted to provide stu-
dents with greater expo-
sure to industry careers
available in their own
community.

Throughout the sum-
mer ,  interns  worked
alongside employees in
both the Mechanical and
Technical organizations,
gaining valuable hands-
on experience in a real-
w o r l d  i n d u s t r i a l
environment. Within the
Mechanical organization,
interns assisted with
maintenance activities,
observed equipment in-
spections and repairs,
participated in routine
equipment changes, and
learned how preventive
maintenance helps ensure
safe and reliable plant op-
erations. They also sup-
ported electrical upgrade

projects, gaining exposure
to electrical systems, trou-
bleshooting practices, and
the planning and execu-
tion required to complete
improvements safely and
efficiently.

In the Technical orga-
nization, interns contrib-
u t e d  t o  l a b o r a t o r y
operations by assisting
with sample collection,

testing procedures, and
data recording while
learning the importance
of quality control and pro-
cess monitoring. They
also participated in data
analysis and process im-
provement projects, using
operational and laborato-
ry data to identify trends,
evaluate performance,
and support recommenda-

tions that could improve
efficiency, reliability, and
overal l  plant  perfor-
mance.

Beyond their technical
assignments, interns de-
veloped a strong under-
standing of workplace
safety, teamwork, and
professional communica-
tion. Through interac-
tions with employees
across multiple disci-
plines, they gained in-
sight into the wide range
of career opportunities
that support plant opera-
tions, including engineer-
i n g ,  m a i n t e n a n c e ,
reliability, operations,
laboratory services, and
technical support func-
tions. This experience al-
lowed them to connect
classroom learning to
practical applications
while building skills that
will benefit them in their
future academic and pro-
fessional pursuits.

The program builds on
a longstanding partner-
ship between Barbers Hill
ISD and ExxonMobil, con-
necting students with an
industry that has provid-
ed career opportunities
for generations of Barbers
Hil l  graduates.  That
strong local connection,
d is tr i c t  leaders  say ,
makes the internship es-
pecially meaningful for
students preparing to
take their next steps after
high school.

“There have been more
graduates of Barbers Hill

work for Exxon Plastics
than any other school dis-
trict, and that is one of the
many reasons it is one of
the best run plants Exx-
onMobil owns,” said Bar-
b e r s  H i l l  I S D
Superintendent Dr. Greg
Poole.

For one of the interns,
Joshua Zamora, that local
connection made the ex-
perience especially mean-
ingful. “Growing up, the
plant was always in my
backyard, but I never re-
ally knew what happened
here or how many people
and skills it takes to keep
it running,” Joshua said.
“This experience gave me
a better understanding of
the industry, taught me
the importance of safety
and quality, and showed
me opportunities I hadn’t
considered before.”

The interns also volun-
teered with the Mont
Belvieu Area Chamber of
Commerce at the Barbers
Hill Back-to-School Bash,
helping prepare and dis-
tribute school supplies to
over 400 students. The
summer concluded with
presentations where each
intern shared lessons
learned and reflected on
h o w  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e
shaped their future goals.

As the program contin-
ues to grow, plant leader-
s h i p  s e e s  i t  a s  a n
important investment in
the future workforce.
(Source Exxon Mobil
webpage)

By Gerardo Hernandez
STAFF WRITER

The Little Gym of
Mont Belvieu recently
celebrated its ribbon cut-
ting, welcoming the chil-
d r e n ’ s  f i t n e s s  a n d
development center to
the local business com-
munity. The event was
hosted in partnership
with the MBA Chamber

The Little Gym Celebrates Mont Belvieu Ribbon Cutting
of Commerce.

The Little Gym offers
movement-based learn-
ing, gymnastics and
imaginative play pro-
grams for children ages
4 months to 12 years.
Programs include Par-
ent/Child classes, Pre-K
Gymnast i c s ,  Grade
School programs and
birthday parties, with
activities designed to

help children build con-
fidence, strength and de-
velopmental skills.

The Little Gym of
Mont Belvieu is located
at 13310 Eagle Drive,
S u i t e  1 0 0 ,  M o n t
Belvieu. For more infor-
mation, call 281-688-
5892.

Information provided
by the MBA Chamber of
Commerce.

Residents gathered at
the park for an entertain-
ing day of competition
during the community’s
“Anything But a Boat
Race.”

T e a m s  s h o w c a s e d
their creativity by build-
ing homemade vessels in
a variety of unusual de-
signs before putting them
to the test on the water.

The event featured
plenty of competition,
laughter and unexpected
moments as participants
raced their homemade
boats while spectators
cheered them on.

Organizers thanked
everyone who participat-
ed, supported the racers
and helped make the
event a fun day at the
Mont Belvieu Parks and
Recreation.

Anything But a Boat Race Draws Creative Competitors

The Barbers Hill
Eagles protected their
home field with a deci-
sive victory 45 - 20,
giving fans another
reason to celebrate
under the lights.

Following the
game, Barbers Hill ISD
Superintendent Dr.
Greg Poole congratu-
lated U.S. Rep. Brian
Babin on the perfor-
mance of his grand-
son, who plays
quarterback for the
Eagles.

Poole praised Bab-
in as a leader and
friend while celebrat-
ing the quarterback’s
strong play and the
Eagles’ home-field
victory.

The win added an-
other memorable night
to the Eagles’ football
season as players and
fans celebrated the
team’s effort on its
home turf.

Eagles Defend
Home Turf With
Decisive Win
Over Crosby

Barbers Hill ISD Superintendent
Dr. Greg Pool and  U.S. Rep.
Brian Babin

MONT BELVIEU -
Barbers Hill ISD will
prohibit the use of e-
bikes and electric
scooters on all district
property beginning
with the 2026-2027
school year.

The decision
comes in response to
the growing number
of e-bikes and elec-
tric scooters being
used by students and
the increasing safety
concerns associated
with their operation
near campuses, park-
ing lots, sidewalks,
and roadways.

“Our first responsi-
bility is to protect the
safety of our students,
staff, and visitors,”
Superintendent Greg
Poole said. “The pop-
ularity of e-bikes and
electric scooters has
increased dramatical-
ly, but so have the
risks. After carefully
evaluating the situa-
tion, we believe pro-
hibiting these devices
on district property is
the best way to help
prevent a serious ac-
cident.”

The ban applies to
all Barbers Hill ISD
campuses and facili-
ties. Students and visi-
tors are asked not to
ride or bring e-
bikes or electric
scooters onto district
property.

Barbers Hill ISD
Bans on E-Bikes
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THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Gary Borders

✯

✯      O P I N I O N    P A G E    ✯

EDITOR’S NOTE:  Opinions expressed here are not
necessarily that of this newspaper or its staff. YOUR
OPINION is welcome. Send a letter for possible
publication to Grafikpress Newspapers, 5832 Star Lane,
Houston TX 77057 or an email to GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com.
Please limit your words to about 200. Letters will be
subject to editing. Thank you.

Filled with Loons

I’m sure someone must have
mentioned that I’d be on a boat.

But I somehow missed that
information entirely until I was
given directions to a boat land-
ing. A book club was reading
my novel, “Loon Point.” Some-
one in the book club knew my
mother, and she wrote, asking
if I would attend the meeting.
“Loon Point” is described as
book club fiction by my publish-
er, but I usually don’t hear
about book club meetings un-
less someone mentions it after
the fact. This time, however, I
ended up at a boat landing—in
the middle of nowhere.

I got there a little early, be-
fore anyone who looked like a
member of the book club had
arrived. I parked my car and
walked to the dock, where a
man was parking a pontoon
boat.

“Is this the Mantrap Lake
boat landing?” I asked.

“You here for the book club?”
he replied.

“How did you know?”
“I’ll be on the pontoon.”
“Are you in the book club?”
“Oh, no! I just help out with

the boat.”
Before long, a couple of cars

pulled up, filled with women
who looked like they might be
members of a book club.

“Are you Carrie?” they
asked. They had an advantage
as my picture is on the book.

I told them I was, and they
all introduced themselves one
after the other. I hoped there
wouldn’t be a quiz.

“You’re blonder than you are
on your book,” one of them not-
ed.

“The picture is in black and
white!” another one replied.

“I get blonder three times a
year,” I confessed.

Then we all put on life jack-
ets and piled into the pontoon
boat. I still wasn’t sure why I
was getting on a boat. I couldn’t
quite understand why a boat
was necessary for a book club.
I realized that I was feeling a
little grumpy.

But I soon learned that we
weren’t getting on the boat to
talk about “Loon Point.” We
were there for something much
more important. We were there
to look at loons.

It turns out this book club
likes to do things related to the
book. They read a book about
an octopus and visited an
aquarium where a large octo-
pus lived. They read a book
about Swedish immigrants and
visited a restored immigrant
cabin. And today they were on
Mantrap Lake, a lake that was
filled with loons

The name was apt. I can
imagine early explorers getting
completely lost in this large,
sprawling lake filled with tiny
bays. And in every bay, there
were loons. The fellow who gave
us the tour on the pontoon boat
told us they put out 24 man-
made nests, and every one of
them was used by loons. We
heard loons calling to one an-
other across the lake and saw
loons diving into the deep wa-
ter.

“How many loons are on this
lake?” I asked the man driving
the boat. He didn’t know. There
were a lot. There were also a
lot of bald eagles and bear and
miles of state-forest land sur-
rounding the lake.

It was a wonderful boat trip,
all the more so because it was
so unexpected.

I had this idea of what a
book club looked like, and it
didn’t look like getting on a
boat in the middle of nowhere.
I never imagined an adventur-
ous group of readers would
bring me to a remote lake in
northern Minnesota to see
loons. It was so much more
fun—so much more memora-
ble—than anything I had ex-
pected. I returned home, my
head filled with loons.

Till next time
Carrie

A Foolhardy Conflict
with an Inoffensive Ally
President Trump’s tariffs aren’t popular, but

he’s found a way to make them even less so — a
trade war with America’s most inoffensive ally.

When one thinks of countries that deserve to be
subjected to a steady stream of insults (it’s Lake
America now, not Lake Ontario) and a punishing
regime of tariffs, Canada is far down the list.

Ottawa has been a loyal, if occasionally annoy-
ing, friend of the United States for nearly 100 years.
The presence of a well-meaning country with simi-
lar values along the 5,000-mile border to our north
is a gigantic geostrategic blessing, although one
that is apparently lost on President Trump.

Both sides deserve blame for the breakdown in
negotiations, but news reports suggest it was the
U.S. that made additional demands at the 11th
hour. Now both sides are imposing new duties on
the other, and Trump is threatening 50% tariffs on
all Canadian cars, trucks and parts beginning in
the new year.

It is certainly true that we can impose more pain
on the Canadians than they can on us and grind
them down economically. We can also land the
101st Airborne in Nova Scotia. But why would we
want to do it?

The contention with Canada is characteristic of
Trump’s economically senseless, legally dubious
and politically harmful push to tariff everything
and everyone he can.

Trump’s imposition of all these duties — often
relying on strained interpretations of U.S. statutes
— has run directly counter to his promise in the
2024 campaign to reduce prices, a pledge central
to his victory. Although the administration main-
tains that the cost of tariffs isn’t passed on to U.S.
consumers — instead borne by foreign countries
and producers — its actions implicitly concede the
opposite.

The administration excluded an array of con-
sumer electronics from new reciprocal tariffs on
China to avoid unpopular price increases, and it
lifted tariffs on a long list of foodstuffs late last year.
Twice this year, including about a week ago, the
administration widened exceptions for beef im-
ports. If tariffs were genuinely cost-free, none of
this would have been deemed necessary by the most
protectionist administration since that of Herbert
Hoover.

A chief argument for tariffs is that they will re-
vive American manufacturing. Even if this is true,
it’s a long-term play, whereas the disruption from
tariffs is experienced immediately. It’s also a ques-
tionable proposition; increasing the price of import-
ed goods used in manufacturing, which is the effect
of the scattershot tariffs, doesn’t do U.S. producers
any favors. It is telling that the National Associa-
tion of Manufacturers opposes the sweeping tar-
iffs.

Polling consistently finds that the duties are un-
popular. Majorities oppose Trump’s handling of the
issue, and the public believes that the tariffs have
increased prices and should be lowered. The trade
war with Canada in particular fares poorly. A
YouGov survey found that 62% of people oppose
the imposition of 50% tariffs on many Canadian
imports.

At the end of the day, Trump has chosen a long-
standing ideological goal and his legacy over his
short-term political standing. He has advocated for
major tariffs for decades and has finally gotten
them. They are likely to endure, even if they hurt
now. His most probable Republican successor, J.D.
Vance, presumably wouldn’t roll them back, and
the Democratic candidate in 2028 might be equal-
ly protectionist. Regardless, it’s going to be diffi-
cult for future presidents to give up the revenue
generated by the duties.

And so a president who campaigned on lower-
ing prices has embraced a policy that, at the mar-
gins, increases them. Unless things are smoothed
over with our Friendly Neighbor to the North, there
will be more where that came from — in a dispute
with a country that no one considers an economic
threat to the United States.

If the midterms end up sending a broad mes-
sage of discontent, the tariffs will surely be a rea-
son why.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.
(c) 2026 by King Features Synd., Inc.
Sub Headline: Trump Tariffs Escalate Trade

War

Wildfires Sweeping Through North Texas
The Ross Fire in North

Texas scorched 85,000 acres
in just three days across
Jack and Palo Pinto coun-
ties, with it doubling in size
i n  a  f e w  h o u r s  l a s t
w e e k , T h e  T e x a s
Tribune reported. As of Sun-
day morning, the Texas
A&M Forest Service said the
fire was 31% contained.

No injuries have been re-
ported, but some rural resi-
dents  were  adv ised  to
evacuate. With much of the
state experiencing extreme
dry heat, the Forest Service
reported 10 active fires as of
Sunday that have scorched
more than 90,000 acres
across Texas.

Fire severely damaged
Worth Ranch, an 800-acre
historic Scouting America
camp along the Brazos Riv-
er.

JUDGE AGAIN BLOCKS
DRAG SHOW BAN

A federal judge once
again blocked a Texas law
banning certain drag show
performances, The Dallas
Morning News reported.
The judge said the law’s re-
strictions violate the U.S.
Constitution.

U.S. District Judge Dav-
id Hittner last week ruled
that Senate Bill 12 is an un-
constitutional ban on free
speech and permanently
barred Texas Attorney Gen-
eral Ken Paxton from enforc-
ing the law.

The 2023 law, heavily
backed by Republican law-
makers, prohibited “sexual-
ly oriented performances” in
front of minors or on public
property where children
might see them. The law did
not prohibit all drag shows.
In a 36-page ruling, Hittner
concluded that the law was
both overly broad and un-
constitutionally vague.

Paxton said he would ap-
peal the decision “immedi-
ately.”

TRIBE OPENS TEMPORARY
CASINO IN EAST TEXAS

The Alabama-Coushatta
Tribe recently opened a new
temporary casino in Leggett,
just north of Livingston,
with plans to build a much
larger resort on the site,
t h e H o u s t o n
Chronicle reported.

“Naskila Casino Leggett
is the beginning of new be-

ginnings for the Alabama-
Coushatta Tribe of Texas,”
Ricky Sylestine, tribal coun-
cil chairman, said in a state-
ment. The new 24-hour
facility features more than
300 electronic bingo ma-
chines as well as gaming
rooms and a grill.

The tribe held a ground-
breaking ceremony in June
for a 685.000-square-foot ca-
sino with a large gaming
floor, a 366-room hotel and
other entertainment ameni-
ties. The first phase is
planned this be finished in
late 2028.

Tribal leaders say the ca-
sino will create new econom-
ic opportunities and become
a significant economic driv-
er for East Texas.

PAXTON’S NET WORTH
JUMPS IN LATEST
DISCLOSURE

Lucrative real estate
holdings have allowed Tex-
as Attorney General Ken
Paxton’s net worth to in-
crease by hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars over the
past year, according to a re-
cent financial disclosure,
the Chronicle reported.

One property in Broken
Bow, Okla., rose in value
from at least $100,001 in
June 2025 to between $1
million and $5 million this
month, according to Paxton’s
disclosure. A vacant piece of
land in Johnson County, val-
ued between $15,001 and
$50,000 last year, is now re-
ported to be worth between
$1 million and $5 million.
The law does not require ex-
act valuations; instead, it
uses ranges of value.

Paxton is the GOP nomi-
nee in the U.S. Senate race
this November. His oppo-
nent, Democrat James Ta-
l a r i c o ,  r e p o r t e d  m u c h

smaller financial holdings,
with his income ranging
from $84,000 to $97,000.

ABBOTT PUSHES THREE-
YEAR COLLEGE DEGREES

Gov. Greg Abbott is push-
ing Texas public universities
to offer students three-year
bachelor’s degrees, The
News reported. His proposed
legislation is part of an ef-
fort to cut college costs for
Texas students.

The legislation also re-
quires universities to offer at
least 10 degrees that can be
completed in three years and
90 credit hours, down from
typical bachelor’s degrees
that require four years and
120 hours.

“Every additional year
means more tuition and fees,
but also more in housing and
living expenses. It’s also
more time before students
are able to go into the job
that they are seeking while
they’re in college,” Abbott
said at a campaign stop at
Stephen F. Austin State
University in Nacogdoches.

The Texas Legislature
will need to approve Abbott’s
proposal before it becomes a
reality. TheTexas Higher
Education Coordinating
Board would work with uni-
versities to ensure that the
reduced-credit  degrees
maintain “high academic
standards.”

THECB has formed work-
ing groups to identify which
degree programs and high-
demand occupations would
be best suited for the accel-
erated programs.

STATE TO END FUNDING
FOR FLOCK LICENSE PLATE
CAMERAS

Abbott last week ordered
state agencies to stop fund-
ing Flock cameras, the AI-
p o w e r e d  l i c e n s e  p l a t e
readers, The News reported.
Many Texas cities that use
the cameras have relied on
state money to purchase
them.

The Tribune reported
that the state has devoted at
least $30 million from a $1
auto insurance fee now im-
posed on Texans to fund the
placement of cameras along
the state’s streets and high-
ways.

The cameras have drawn
pushback. A Lufkin police
officer has been charged
with 100 felony counts of al-
leged misuse of Flock infor-
mation. Other criminal
investigations are also un-
derway.

“To the extent that cities
get any funding for those
cameras, most of it comes
from the federal govern-
ment. To the extent any
funding comes from Texas
agencies, those agencies are
clarifying that those funds
cannot be used for Flock
cameras,” Abbott spokesper-
son Andrew Mahaleris said
in a statement.

Gary Borders is a veter-
an award-winning Texas
journalist. He published a
number of community news-
papers in Texas during a 30-
year span, including in
Longview, Fort Stockton,
Nacogdoches, Lufkin and
Cedar Park.

Email:
gborders@texaspress.com
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KEENEY’s

KORNER
BY

MIKE KEENEY

SEASON FOOTBALL WEEK 2
Texas hopes to make statement against No. 1 Ohio State:
Texans look to do the same when they open season against Bills

The NFL begins its 107th
season with the a rematch of
Super Bowl 60 when the
reigning champs the Seattle
Seahawks host New England
on Wednesday night on NBC
at 7:20 p.m.

And while that will be an
interesting opener, Houston
Texans fans will be focused on
their team hosting Josh Allen
and the Buffalo Bills on
Sunday at noon on CBS.
DeMeco Ryans’ Texans would
like nothing more than to
send a message to the rest of
the AFC that they are indeed
true contenders to win the
conference in 2026 and a
season-opening win over a
very good Buffalo team would
give them plenty of momen-
tum heading into the
remainder of the season.

The NFL takes center
stage this weekend, although
there are plenty of solid
games on the NCAA schedule,
which we will get to later in
this column. On Friday night,
the Los Angeles Rams, the
prohibitive favorite to win the
NFC and Super Bowl, and
San Francisco 49ers head
down under to meet in
Melbourne, Australia at 7:35
p.m. on Netflix. LA is loaded
on both sides of the ball and
added a huge piece to the
defense when three-time
Defensive Player of the Year
Arnold Donald came out of
retirement to pair with Myles
Garrett to give the Rams
perhaps the best front
defensive line in the NFL.

The revamped Dallas
Cowboys open the season on
Sunday Night Football when
they visit the New York
Giants and their new head
coach, former Baltimore
Super Bowl winner John
Harbaugh. Harbaugh parted
ways with the Baltimore
Ravens after 18 years and 180
wins and a Super Bowl title.
You had better believe he will
have Giants fans stoked to
take on Jerry Jones’ team
come Sunday night. Over the
offseason and in the draft, the
Cowboys improved what was
a bad defense with a number
of key additions via trades
and the draft. One of the
biggest moves was drafting
Ohio State All-American
safety Caleb Downs to shore
up the secondary. The offense
was one of the best in the
NFL a year ago, and if the
defense improves just a  bit,
Dallas fans could be in for a
special year.

Week 1 concludes with
Monday Night Football with a
big AFC West battle as
defending division champ

Denver visits Kansas City at
7:15 p.m. on ABC. This game
will mark the return of Chiefs
QB Patrick Mahomes, who
sustained an ACL injury in
December, but apparently has
completed a full recovery and
is ready to lead KC back to
being a playoff contender
after finishing 6-11 a year
ago.

The center of attention on
the college schedule will be on
Austin when the No. 5-ranked
Texas Longhorns host No. 1-
ranked Ohio State at 6:30
p.m. on ABC. A year ago,
these two teams met in the
opener in Columbus, with the
Buckeyes winning 14-7. UT
head coach Steve Sarkisian
and quarterback Arch
Manning know this is a huge
game for their team’s national
title hopes. It should be an
interesting evening in Texas’
capital city.

Also this weekend, No. 10
Oklahoma visits No. 16
Michigan as Kyle Whitting-
ham, the former Utah head
coach (265-177 in 22 years at
Utah) coaches his first big
game at the Big House.

Aldine ISD’s five varsity
programs will play their final
non-district games before
league play begins in two
weeks. In week one, only
Eisenhower and MacArthur
won their season openers. On
Thursday night, Aldine will
play at Caney Creek, while on
the same evening Eisenhower
will visit Baytown Lee and
Nimitz will host Cy-Ranch.
On Friday night, MacArthur
will host Porter and on
Saturday, Davis will host Fort
Bend Bush.

Without further ado, let’s
take a look at this weekend’s
games.

NCAA

Oklahoma at Michigan -
This will feature two Top 20
teams at No.10-ranked
Oklahoma visits No. 16-
ranked Michigan in Ann
Arbor on Saturday. A year
ago, the Sooners defeated the
Wolverines in Norman, 24-13.
A lot has changed since that
game. Michigan fired head
coach Sherrod Moore after he
was accused of an inappropri-

ate relationship with a female
staff member. He was
replaced by Whittingham,
who had a lot of success at
Utah. Whittingham inherited
a team that finished 9-4 a
year ago and returns dual-
threat QB Bryce Underwood
(2,428 passing yards, 11 TDs/
9 interceptions/392 rushing
yards, 6 TDs) and running
back Jordan Marshall (932
yards, 10 TDs). The Sooners
also return their dual-threat
QB in John Mateer (2,885
passing yards, 14 TDs/431
rushing yards, 2 TDs in 12
games), running back Lloyd
Avant (417 yards, 5 TDs) and
big-play wideout Isaiah
Sategna (67 receptions, 965
yards, 8 TDs). OU also has a
stout defense led by defensive
tackle David Stone (6-3, 310
pounds), who recorded 42
tackles and 1.5 sacks a year
ago. Look for Michigan to get
some payback this time
around. My pick, Michigan 23,
Oklahoma 20

Ohio State at Texas - No.
1-ranked Ohio State head to
Austin to take on No. 5-
ranked Texas to not only take
on a very talented Longhorns
team, but also the Texas heat.
The forecast calls for a high of
95 degrees on Saturday and
even though this will be a
6:30 p.m. start (ABC), it
should still be toasty for the
team from Columbus. A year
ago, the Buckeyes won a 14-7
defensive battle at home. OSU
returns a talented offensive
team led by QB Julian Sayin
(3,610 yards, 32 TDs), perhaps
the top wideout in the nation
in Jeremiah Smith (87
receptions, 1,243 yards, 12
TDs) and an up-and-coming
star running back in Bo
Jackson (1,090 yards, 6 TDs).
The Buckeyes lost a lot of
talent on defense to the NFL,
but there is plenty of talent
ready to step up. That until
will get severely tested by a
loaded UT defense led by QB
Arch Manning (3,163 passing
yards, 26 TDs/399 rushing
yards, 10 TDs). Manning has
a new stud receiver to throw
to in Auburn transfer Cam
Coleman (56 receptions, 708
yards, 5 TDs) to go along with
the dependable Ryan Wingo
(54 receptions, 834 yards, 7

TDs). Sarkisian upgraded a
woeful running game by
bringing in Ralek Brown
(1,147 yards, 4 TDs) from
Arizona State. The defense is
stacked, led by top five NFL
draft prospect Collin
Simmons (12 sacks) at
defensive end. Look for
Simmons and his teammates
to be the difference makers in
this game as the ‘Horns pick
up one of their biggest wins in
years, and vault up in the
national rankings. My pick,
Texas 24, Ohio State 20

NFL

New England at Seattle
- The NFL kicks off the 2026
season with a rematch of SB
60 when the Patriots visit the
defending champs in Seattle.
Seattle dominated NE 29-13.
You can be sure NE head
coach Mike Vrabel, who led
his first Patriots team to a 16-
4 record, has reminded his
team of the beating they took
in their biggest game of the
year. NE has a solid team led
by star QB Drake Maye (4,394
passing yards, 31 TDS/450
rushing yards, 4 TDs). Maye
received a new toy to throw to
in the offseason when the
Pats acquired former Eagles
star wideout A.J. Brown (78
receptions, 1,003 yards, 7
TDs). Brown should open up
the vertical passing game for
Maye. NE has two solid
running backs in TreVeon
Henderson (911 yards, 9 TDs)
and Rhamodre Stevenson
(603 yards, 7 TDs). NE’s
offense will face a stern
Seattle defense that returns
most of its starters from last
year’s dominating team. The
offense is loaded as well led
by QB Sam Darnold (4,048
yards, 25 TDS) and one of the
best wide receivers in the
league in Jaxon Smith-Njigba
(119 receptions, 1,793 yards,
10 TDs). Seattle did lose
starting running back
Kenneth Walker III to the
Chiefs, and will call on rookie
Jadarian Price from Notre
Dame to handle the ground
game until Zach Charbonet
returns from his ACL injury.
Look for Seattle to send a
message to the rest of the
NFL that they are once again
the team to beat in the NFL
in 2026. My pick, Seattle 26,
New England 23

San Francisco vs. Los
Angeles Rams - These two
bitter NFC West rivals head
to Melbourne, Australia to
start their seasons. Both were
playoff teams a year ago with
the 49ers losing badly to
Seattle in the NFC Divisional
round, while the Rams lost a
tight one in the NFC title
game to Seattle. SF will go as
far as QB Brock Purdy (2,167
yards, 20 TDs in 9 games) and
running back Christian
McCaffrey (1,202 rushing

yards, 10 TDs/102 receptions,
924 yards, 7 TDs) take them.
The Rams are loaded on
offense led by reigning MVP
Matthew Stafford at QB
(4,707 yards, 46 TDs), running
back Kyren Williams (1,252
rushing yards, 10 TDs/36
receptions, 381 yards, 3 TDs)
and productive wideouts Puka
Nacua (129 receptions, 1,715
yards, 10 TDs) and Davante
Adams (60 receptions, 789
yards, 14 TDs). The Rams also
are stout on defense and
added defensive end Myles
Garrett (23 sacks), last year’s
Defensive Player of the Year
and just last week three-time
Defensive Player of the Year
Aaron Donald came out of
retirement to return to team
up with Garrett. Look for the
Rams to send a message to
the rest of the NFL that they
are gunning for the Lombardi
this year. My pick, Los
Angeles Rams 31, San
Francisco 17

Buffalo at Houston - The
Texans host the Bills in their
home opener at noon on
Sunday with hopes of making
it two in a row over Josh
Allen’s team. Last year, the
Texans defeated Buffalo 23-19
at NRG Stadium as the
defense sacked Allen (3,668
passing yards, 25 TDs/579
rushing yards, 14 TDs) eight
times. I’m sure Allen
remembers that game and
will be out for revenge in the
season opener. He’s not a one-
man offense. He’s got weapons
galore around him in running
back James Cook (1,621
rushing yards, 12 TDs/33
receptions, 291 yards, 2 TDs)
and newly-acquired wideout
D.J. Moore (50 receptions, 682
yards, 7 TDs). The Texans also
upgraded their offense by
acquiring running back David
Montgomery (775 yards, 12
TDs/38 receptions, 341 yards),
which should improve the
running game and provide QB
C.J. Stroud (3,041 yards, 19
TDs) some help in slowing
down defenses’ pass rush.
Stroud once again has his top
target back in Nico Collins (71
receptions, 1,117 yards, 6
TDs). Look for Houston’s stout
defense, led by defensive ends
Will Anderson Jr. (12 sacks)
and Danielle Hunter (15
sacks) to make key plays
down the stretch as the
Texans pick up a big season-
opening win. My pick,
Houston 26, Buffalo 23

Dallas at New York
Giants - The Cowboys head to
The Meadowlands to take on
the Giants and their new
head coach John Harbaugh on
Sunday Night Football. Both
teams want to get off to solid
starts after disappointing
2025 seasons. Dallas finished
7-9-1 a year ago, and spent
the offseason upgrading its
dreadful defense by adding an
up-and-coming defensive

coordinator in 34-year-old
Christian Parker. They shored
up the secondary by drafting
Ohio State All-American
safety Caleb Dows and will
have nine new starters on
defense, led by defensive
tackle Quinton Williams. The
offense is one of the best in
the league led by QB Dak
Prescott (4,552 yards, 30
TDs), running back Javonte
Williams (1,201 yards, 11
TDs) and productive wideouts
CeeDee Lamb (75 receptions,
1,077 yards, 3 TDs) and
George Pickens (93 recep-
tions, 1,429 yards, 9 TDs).
The  Giants should be vastly
improved under Harbaugh’s
leadership. He will look to see
an improved QB in Jaxson
Dart (2,272 passing yards, 15
TDs/487 rushing yards, 9
TDs) and hopes running back
Cam Scatattabo (487 yards, 5
TDs in eight games) can
remain healthy for a full
season. Look for Prescott to
make a few more plays down
the stretch than Dart to lead
Dallas to a road win in Week
1. My pick, Dallas 27,  New
York Giants 20

Denver at Kansas City -
Week 1 concludes on Monday
Night Football with an AFC
West battle between Denver,
the defending division
champs, and the Chiefs, who
are coming off a 6-11 season.
The Chiefs will get star QB
Patrick Mahomes (3,587
yards, 22 TDs in 14 games)
back after he suffered a torn
ACL in December. Mahomes
has looked good in training
camp and the front office
provide him with a new
weapon in former Seattle
running back Kenneth Walker
III (1,627 yards, 5 TDs), MVP
of SB 60. He will also have
budding star wideout Rashee
Rice (53 receptions, 571 yards,
5 TDs in eight games) and
dependable tight end Travis
Kelce (76 receptions, 851
yards,  5 TDs) back in the
fold. The Broncos reached the
AFC title game a year ago,
but fell to NE when QB Bo
Nix (3,931 passing yards, 25
TDs/356 rushing yards, 5
TDs) could not play due to a
broken ankle he sustained in
Denver’s Divisional round win
over Buffalo. Nix also has a
new weapon to throw to in
speedy wide receiver Jalen
Waddle (64 receptions, 910
yards, 6 TDs with a bad
Miami team last year). He
will pair with the steady
Courtland Sutton (74
receptions, 1,017 yards, 7
TDs) to give secondary fits all
season long. Look for
Mahomes to be fired up, along
with Chief nation, for this one
as he leads the home team to
a season open victory. My
pick, Kansas City 30, Denver
27

team we were last year.”
The energy showcased

during Friday morning’s
FOX 26 features carried
into the evening as the
teams took the field for an-
other chapter in the 60-
year rivalry. Sterling came
away with the victory in
the milestone matchup,
giving the Rangers an ear-
ly-season win over their
cross-town rival.

From the early-morning
celebrations on both cam-
puses to Friday night kick-
off, the day highlighted a
tradition that has re-
mained part of GCCISD
for six decades while giv-
ing today’s student-ath-
letes a chance to carry it
forward.

Baytown Mayor Charles Johnson conducts the coin toss
before the Lee-Sterling football game at Stallworth
Stadium. (Photos by: Carrie Pryor-Newman)

Sterling’s Kahmari Houke & Noah
Benitez lead Rangers to victory,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Ava Flood, Sterling Star, performs during the FOX 26 Friday Football Fever
pep rally at Ross S. Sterling High School. (Photos by: Carrie Pryor-Newman)

STAR-COURIER FOOTBALL
SCORES/SCHEDULES

LAST WEEK’S SCORES
THURSDAY
Baytown Sterling 41, Alvin 10

FRIDAY
Barbers Hill 45, Crosby 20
Angleton 42, Dayton 0
Goose Creek Memorial 38, Baytown Lee 7
New Caney West Fork 42, Huffman Hargrave 40

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE
THURSDAY, SEPT. 10
Baytown Lee vs. Aldine Eisenhower, 7 p.m., Stallworth Stadium

FRIDAY, SEPT. 11
Barbers Hill at Dayton, 7 p.m., Bronco Stadium
Baytown Sterling at New Caney, 7 p.m., Randall Reed Stadium
Crosby vs. Fort Bend Marshall, 7 p.m., Cougar Stadium
Goose Creek Memorial vs. Beaumont West Brook, 7 p.m., Stallworth Stadium
Huffman Hargrave vs. Splendora, 7:30 p.m., Falcon Stadium



Page 6 THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2026Star ✯ Courier / Press / North Channel STAR

Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

✯

SMALL ADS BRING BIG RESULTS

Ask about our Business Directory
Package

13 Weeks + Story + Display for $260
Ask about our Ribbon Cutting Package

Photo + Story + Web for $260

713-266-3444

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS

281-421-4050      1500 E. Wallisville Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

CLASSIFIEDCLASSIFIED

A D SA D S
Your AD will reach up to 40,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 20,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $18 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

Small RV Space Available in Crosby
 Nice shade tree on the property

For more information, call:
(281)571-5857

RV SPACE RV SPACERV SPACE

16-2t

FOR RENTFOR RENT FOR RENT

APARTMENT FOR RENT
$600.00 / month,
Deposit $200.00

All Bills Paid, (Private & Quite)
For more information

Please Call 281-722-0541
16-2t

Current and Back Issues are available on our

website: www.starcouriernews.com

cinct offices. The county’s
own records reflect the di-
vision, with the Highlands
Community Center on
Highland Woods Drive
identified as a Precinct 3
facility and the Highlands
Sports Complex on East
Wallisville Road associat-
ed with Precinct 2.

The forum is expected to
give attendees a chance to
hear directly from both
commissioners on issues
affecting the area. Among
the likely topics are traffic

Garcia & Ramsey to address
growth, infrastructure, and public
safety concerns in Highlands,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

congestion, road improve-
ments, drainage, law en-
forcement tools such as
Flock cameras, and how
county government plans
to respond to rapid resi-
dential development in
and around Highlands.

The appearance also
comes during an election
year for Garcia, who is
seeking reelection to the
Precinct 2 seat and is ex-
pected to face Republican
Richard Vega in the No-
vember general election.

Ramsey’s Precinct 3 seat is
not on the 2026 ballot.

For  Highlands  and
Lynchburg residents, the
joint forum offers a chance
to ask questions that cross
precinct lines — and to
hear how two commission-
ers whose boundaries meet
in their community plan to
work on shared challeng-
es.

Registration for the lun-
cheon is required through
the Greater Highlands
Chamber of Commerce.

Crosby ISD highlights growth,
progress and priorities at
annual state of the district,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Heniff provided an overview of
how Crosby ISD is funded and
how district resources are al-
located. The presentation re-
viewed local, state, and federal
revenue sources, the school
funding formula, property tax-
es, federal grants, and district
expenditures.

The district also highlight-
ed its fund balance, demon-
strating the importance of
maintaining financial stabili-
ty and responsible steward-
ship while continuing to invest
in students, staff, and district
operations.

Strengthening Our Work-
force

Assistant Superintendent
of Human Resources and Ad-
ministration Christy CoVan
shared an update on district
staffing, including teacher va-
cancies and recruitment ef-
forts.

As the 2026-2027 school
year began, Crosby ISD had
454 teachers,  with three
teachers serving the district
and while working on their
certification and two teacher
vacancies in the process of be-
ing filled. The district also wel-
comed 14 first-year teachers
with zero years of experience.

Crosby ISD continues to
invest in its educators through
initiatives such as the Teach-
er Incentive Allotment. The
number of designated teachers
increased from 29 in 2024-
2025 to 56 in 2025-2026, with
the district expanding eligible

subjects and grade levels for
2026-2027.

Supporting Students Be-
yond the Classroom

The State of the District
also highlighted student ser-
vices and programs designed
to support students and fami-
lies. These include the 21st
Century after-school program
at Barrett Elementary and
Charles R. Drew Elementary,
YMCA programming at Cros-
by Elementary, and the Hous-
ton Food Bank School Market
program.

The district also celebrated
accomplishments in Child Nu-
trition. During the 2025-2026
school  year,  Crosby ISD
served 322,754 breakfast
meals, 670,068 lunch meals,
and 12,670 snacks. The pro-
gram received USDA Turnip
Beet and Commodity Awards,
as well as the TDA Cream of
the Crop Award recognizing
support for Texas farmers.

Progress Across District
Operations

District operations also
continue to make an impact
across Crosby ISD. The Main-
tenance Department complet-
ed 242 work orders during
Summer 2026. Transportation
entered the 2026-2027 school
year with 35 bus drivers, up
from 29 at the start of the pre-
vious school year, while all
routes covered. As of August
14, transportation had routed
4,493 students.

The district also recognized

its commitment to student
and staff safety, including two
School-Based Law Enforce-
ment officers reaching the
SBLE Master level of training.

Connecting With Our Com-
munity

The State of the District
concluded with a look at the
district’s communications and
community engagement ef-
forts. During the past year,
Crosby ISD’s digital presence
exper i enced  s i gn i f i cant
growth, including 17.3 million
content views, 377,200 page
visits, a 109.6 percent increase
in page visits, and 238,900
content interactions, an in-
crease of 137.5 percent. The
district also welcomed 5,700
new followers, representing a
297 percent increase.

These results reflect the
district’s continued commit-
ment to telling the Crosby ISD
story, celebrating students
and staff, recognizing commu-
nity partnerships, and keep-
ing families informed.

Crosby ISD extends its ap-
preciation to everyone who at-
tended the 2026 State of the
District and to the communi-
ty members, businesses, orga-
nizations, families, and staff
members who continue to in-
vest in the success of Crosby
ISD students.

Together, we are creating
opportunities, strengthening
our schools, and building a fu-
ture-focused community.
(Source; Crosby ISD)
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E N T E R T A I N M E N T

Patrick Brammall star in “Last Seen.”

“Last Seen.”

HOLLYWOOD — Vin Diesel set aside
four years to perfect the final script for
“Fast Forever” in order to create a spec-
tacular finale. The film is now due on
March 17, 2028. Currently, all of Die-
sel’s energy is focused on this 11th “Fast
& Furious” film.

Dwayne Johnson plays Luke Hobbs in
the franchise, and of course, he’s already
completed his next action-adventure film
— “Jumanji: Open World,” which will be
unwrapped on Christmas Day. In addi-
tion, he’s producing and starring in “Liz-
a r d  M u s i c , ”  c o - s t a r r i n g  A l i c i a
Silverstone and Regina Hall; it’s about
a boy who stumbles on a secret late-night
broadcast of lizards playing music.

But Johnson better hurry because the
original “Teenage Mutant Ninja Tur-
tles,” who’ve been absent since 2023, are
preparing their comeback film for 2027.
Their last film, “Mutant Mayhem,” cost
$70 million and grossed $182 million.

***
Zendaya’s estimated net worth is $40

million, while her new husband Tom
Holland’s net worth is $25 million, but
this is all about to change! In addition
to his $20 million salary as Spider-Man,
he’ll earn a staggering $100 million from
“Spider-Man: Brand New Day,” which
has already passed the $2 billion mark
to become the third highest-grossing film
of all time.

The fifth highest-grossing film is now
“Titanic” at $2.257 billion. The fourth is
“Avatar: The Way of Water” at $2.334
billion. “Avengers: Endgame” remains
the second highest-grossing film at
$2.797 billion, and the highest-grossing
film of all time is still the original “Ava-
tar” at $2.923 billion.

Don’t be surprised if “Spider-Man:
Brand New Day” keeps climbing; not to
mention, Holland and Zendaya’s other
film that was released this year, “The
Odyssey,” has already grossed $1.555
billion. Lest we forget, “Spider-Man 5”
is in its early planning stages and will
once again star Holland and Zendaya.

The dynamic duo are currently hon-
eymooning, but Zendaya still has “Dune:
Part Three” opening on Dec. 18 and

“Shrek 5” opening on June 30, 2027.
***
They’re denying that heads have

rolled at Disney after the dismal earn-
ings of the live-action “Moana” (which
cost $250 million and only earned
$315.4 million). Meanwhile, “Moana 2”
(2024) cost $150 million and grossed
more than $1 billion! This triggered
what they’re calling a structural consol-
idation “affecting approximately 1,000
corporate and marketing positions”
across the Walt Disney Company. In
other words: “We goofed, and you are
now fired or have been reassigned!”

***
Actor David Krumholtz’s most recent

claim to fame was starring in “Super-
girl” (which cost $190 million but only
grossed $126.4 million), as well as a
small starring role in “Oppenheimer.”
However, he’s announced that he’s tak-
ing a break because he’s frustrated, fed
up and fried with the movie business
because “the profession has lost its
gleam!” We’d be sad about this if we
knew who he was. ... Talk about delu-
sions of grandeur!

(c) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

Vin Diesel (Upcoming in “Fast Forever”)
“Why Did  I  Get

Married Again?” (PG-
13) — In 2007, Tyler
Perry directed a cast fea-
turing Janet Jackson
(“For Colored Girls”) and
Ji l l  Scot t  ( “Out law
Johnny Black”) for a
comedy drama titled
“Why Did I Get Mar-
ried?” In 2010, the cast
reprised their roles for
“Why Did I Get Married
Too?” But for this new
sequel that premieres
Sept. 9, Jackson is nota-
bly missing. The show
goes on, however, with
the addition of Taraji P.
Henson (“Straw”). This
third film follows the
longtime friend group in
their overseas trek to It-
aly for the wedding of
Marcus (Michael Jai
White) and Angela’s
(Tasha Smith) daughter,
who feels a great pres-
sure to be perfect due to

the images that the old-
er couples perpetuate
within their marriages.
With her father and his
friends also disapprov-
ing of her betrothed, it’s
bound to be a messy va-
cation! (Netflix)

“Scary Movie” (R)
— Die-hard Halloween
fans know that the ar-
rival of September signi-
f i e s  t h e  s t a r t  o f
everything spooky, and
we’re already kicking off
the first week of Septem-
ber with an OG spooky-
season franchise. Also
known as “Scary Movie
6,” this parody film was
written and produced by
the Wayans brothers
( M a r l o n ,  S h a w n ,
K e e n e n  I v o r y  a n d
Craig), and it’s consid-
ered to be a “spiritual se-
quel” to the first two
“Scary Movie” films.
Mar lon  and  Shawn

Wayans star opposite
Anna Faris (“I, Object”)
and Regina Hall (“The
Sheep Detectives”), who
reprise their respective
roles of Cindy Campbell
and Brenda Meeks. This
sixth film features nods
to the “Scream” fran-
chise, “KPop Demon
Hunters,” and “John
Wick.” It’s out now to
stream after earning
$231.4 million in box of-
fice grosses, making it
the second-highest-
grossing film in the fran-
c h i s e  s o  f a r .
(Paramount+)

“Last Seen” (TV-
MA) — This new sus-
penseful Australian
series is led by Patrick
Brammall ,  who you
might’ve recently seen
as Anne Hathaway’s
love interest in “The
Devil Wears Prada 2.”
Based on the novel “The
Dispatcher” by Ryan
David Jahn, the six-epi-
sode series follows a po-
lice dispatcher named
Ian, whose daughter
went missing 11 years
prior at only 3 years old.
When he receives a dis-
tressing call from a con-
fused and lost teenage
girl, she mentions that
her name could possibly
be Maggie, which was
his daughter’s name. Ian
becomes convinced that
this teenager is his
daughter, but with a se-
rious lack of evidence
and pretty much noth-
ing to go on, he’s urged
to let it go by those clos-
est to him. Still, Ian be-
gins to abandon all logic
to figure out her where-
abouts. The first two ep-
isodes premiere on Sept.
9, with subsequent epi-
sodes releasing every
Wednesday. (Apple TV)

(c) 2026 King Fea-
tures Synd., Inc.
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