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GCM Quaterback Earns
Statewide Recognition

Dave Campbell’'s Texas Football Magazine
described GCM quaterback Ricco Richards as a
“true Dual-threat dynamo”. See story below.
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Harris County Commissioners unite on local priorities

Historic Highlands Chamber luncheon brings
two county commissioners to one table

By David Taylor
Managing Editor

The Greater Highlands
Chamber of Commerce
made history at its Sep-
tember luncheon, hosting
Harris County Commis-
sioners Adrian Garcia and
Tom Ramsey together for
the first time in the orga-
nization’s history.

During an extended
question-and-answer ses-
sion, the Precinct 2 and
Precinct 3 commissioners
discussed transportation,
homelessness, water and
drainage infrastructure,
environmental cleanup
and their priorities for
Highlands.

Ramsey said Main
Street generally divides
the two precincts in the
community, with Precinct
3 extending north and Gar-
cia’s Precinct 2 covering

IN THE
STARS

Chamber to Host
‘Stronger Together’

Luncheon

The Crosby-Huffman Chamber
of Commerce will host its
September monthly luncheon,
themed “Stronger Together,”
on Thursday, Sept. 17, from
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the
Crosby Community Center, 409
Hare Road.

The luncheon will focus on
“Breaking Barriers. Building
Connections. Growing Our
Community,” and will provide
an opportunity for local business
owners, professionals and
community leaders to network
and learn about community
opportunities.

Early-bird tickets are $25
through Sept. 14. Tickets
purchased after Sept. 14 or at the
door are $30. Reservations are
required to ensure an accurate
food count.

For more information or to
RSVP, contact the Crosby-
Huffman Chamber of Commerce
at

281-328-6984.

The chamber also lists

www.crosbyhuffmancc.org as
its website.

CHCC Calls for
Sponsors Ahead

of Clean Up Day

The Crosby Huffman
Chamber of Commerce (CHCC|
is seeking local business
partners to help make Clean Up
Day Crosby a success.
Scheduled for October 17th,
the community-wide event aims
to bring neighbors together to
beautify Crosby’s streets, parks,
and neighborhoods—one area
at a time.

To fund the necessary
supplies and maximize the
event's reach, CHCC is currently
offering two sponsorship tiers:

- Glove Sponsor ($500):
Provides exclusive recognition
on all event promotions, logo
placement on event signage, a
dedicated social media shout-
out, and the opportunity to
include promotional items in
volunteer clean-up bags.

- Trash Bags Sponsor ($250):
Includes recognition on
promotional materials, logo
placement on signage, and a
social media shout-out.

To learn more or sign up to
get involved, contact the
Crosby Huffman Chamber of
Commerce at (281) 328-3239 or
visit www.crosbyhuffmanc.org.
Let's work together to make
Crosby shine!

areas to the south and
west. But both emphasized
that government servic-
es—and especially emer-
gency response—do not
stop at precinct lines.

“When we have some
kind of weather event com-
ing our way or that’s been
here and gone, that’s when
we don’t care where Main
Street is at,” Garcia said.
“We don’t care where the
lines are at. We're both in
it to help each other out to
help you.”

Ramsey agreed, saying
the precinct offices regu-
larly support one another
on road maintenance,
drainage and other infra-
structure work.

“Our offices work well
together,” Ramsey said.
“When you’re maintaining
roads or you’re cleaning
out ditches or whatever,
you’ve got precincts work-

Pct. 3 Commissioner Tom Ramsey
addresses the chamber audience last
Thursday at the monthly luncheon on
projects in the area and answering
questions.

Pct. 2 Commissioner Adrian Garcia
answered questions at the recent
Greater Highlands Chamber of
Commerce luncheon featuring himself
and his Commissioner’s Court colleague
Pct. 3 Commissioner Tom Ramsey.

Chamber leadership welcomed Harris County Commissioners Tom Ramsey and Adrian Garcia to their September
luncheon for a conversation on issues related to the greater Highlands community.

ing, backing each other up
alot.”

Transportation
emerged as one of the lun-
cheon’s central topics.
Both commissioners de-
scribed TxDOT as an es-
sential partner but voiced
frustration with the time
required to advance major
projects.

Garecia singled out State
Highway 225 as a regional
economic priority because
of its role in moving freight
from the Port of Houston.

“225 is a mess,” Garcia
said. “The food you eat, the
cookies, the water, the Topo
Chico—everything is gener-
ally coming through the
Port of Houston. And if we

can’t get that freight out
to the stores so that you
can buy it fast enough, the
price goes up.”

Ramsey criticized the
projected timeline for im-
provements.

“I think it’s outrageous

Continued. See  HISTORIC
HIGHLANDS CHAMBER, Page 6

Ricco Richards Featured Among
Dave Campbell’s Must-See Players AED to YouthReach

Story by: Nancy Bonds,
GCCISD Director of Communications

Goose Creek Memorial High School
quarterback Ricco Richards earned state-
wide recognition this season with a feature
in Dave Campbell’s Texas Football Maga-
zine.

Richards, a three-year starter and team
captain for the Patriots, was pictured in the
magazine’s #MUSTSEETXHSFB feature
highlighting players to watch across Texas
high school football. The publication de-
scribed Richards as a “true dual-threat dy-
namo” after he accounted for nearly 2,700
total yards and 31 touchdowns last season.

At the helm of the GCM offense, Rich-
ards is focused on helping the Patriots build
on their undefeated start to the season.

His goals include leading GCM to the
playoffs and earning first-team all-district
honors, but Richards is taking the season
one game at a time. Each week, he focuses
on the next opponent and the opportunity
to help his team improve.

Richards said he is grateful for the op-

Stephenses Donate Second

GCM quarterback Ricco Richards was pictured
in Dave Campbell's Texas Football Magazine
#MUSTSEETXHSFB feature highlighting
players to watch across Texas high school
football.(Photos by: Carrie Pryor-Newman)

portunity to lead the Patriots and looks
forward to continuing to compete along-
side his teammates as they work toward
their goals this season.

CROSBY SUPERINTENDENT'S MESSAGE

Crosby ISD Achieves B Rating

Dear East Harris County Families
and Communities,

We have officially made it to Sep-
tember, and what a great start to the
school year it has been! Our first full
month of school is underway, and I am
incredibly proud of the energy, commit-
ment, and excitement I see throughout
Crosby ISD.

Our Cougar teams have taken to the
volleyball court, cross country, tennis,
and football are all in full swing. There
is something special about game days
in Crosby, and I love to see our com-
munity come together to cheer on our
students. Our student organizations
are also coming together, welcoming
new members, and beginning another
year of making memories and building
leaders. Across every campus, our
teachers and staff are showing up each
day with a shared purpose: to educate,
encourage, and care for our students.

At our most recent Board of Trust-
ees meeting, our Curriculum and In-
struction team had the opportunity to
share some exciting results from the
2025-2026 school year following the
release of our TEA accountability re-
sults. Crosby ISD increased its overall

Dr. Paula Patterson
Croshy Superintendent

score from 77 to 81 points, moving
from a high C to a B rating.

That growth did not happen by ac-
cident.

It is the result of targeted, pur-
pose-driven interventions, intention-
al instruction, increased time on task,
and a continued focus on writing and
the foundational skills our students

Continued. See CROSBY SUPERINTENDENT,
page 2

Having one AED on the campus of YouthReach Ministries in
Sheldon wasn’t enough, according to the state of Texas, so Rotarian
Scott Stephens and Melody Stephens donated a second one to the
boys home on Monday. They donated the first one 12 years ago and
they have been regular contributors to the ministry throughout the
years. The ministry works with young men with a troubled past and
prepares them in a Christian environment to be real contributors to
society. The ministry was founded by Curt and Shelley Williams.

Huffman Education Foundation hosting
Creager during homecoming festivities

By David Taylor
Managing Editor

The Huffman Education Foundation is
turning Homecoming into a full weekend
celebration this year, inviting alumni,
friends, educators, students and communi-
ty supporters to reconnect, reminisce and
raise money for Huffman ISD classrooms
and scholarships.

The foundation’s Alumni and Friends
Weekend is set for Friday and Saturday,
Sept. 18-19, with events stretching from the
golf course to Falcon Stadium and, finally,
to a Texas country concert at Lake Houston
Brewery featuring Roger Creager.

The weekend begins Friday morning
with the 3rd Annual Clubs for a Cause Golf
Tournament at Stonebridge at Newport in
Croshy. Registration opens at 7 a.m., fol-
lowed by a 9 a.m. shotgun start. The tour-
nament is billed as a day of “fun, community
spirit, and meaningful impact,” with pro-
ceeds supporting student scholarships,
classroom grants and educational opportu-
nities for Huffman ISD students.

The golf outing includes breakfast and
lunch, beverages, mulligans, games and
player gifts, making the fundraiser as much
a community gathering as a competition. In
keeping with the foundation’s mission, or-

ganizers say the money raised helps fund
innovative programs, classroom resourc-
es and opportunities that directly bene-
fit students.

The celebration continues Friday
evening with a 6 p.m. tour of the original
Hargrave High School before alumni and
supporters head to Falcon Stadium for
the Homecoming game between the Fal-
cons and Galena Park. During the game,
milestone classes — including 1976, 1986,
1996, 2001, 2006 and 2016 — will be rec-
ognized with field announcements and
photos. An after-game party at the Tin
Cup, 24501 FM 2100 A, in Huffman will
close out the first day of events.

Saturday’s activities shift to Lake
Houston Brewery, where an Alumni and
Friends Gathering begins at noon. The
weekend’s signature event, “Party with
a Purpose,” starts in the evening with the
Honky-Tonk Revivalists opening before
Creager takes the stage. The concert is
scheduled at Lake Houston Brewery,
10614 FM 1960 in Huffman, with event
listings showing the evening fundraiser
centered around live Texas country mu-
sic and support for Huffman ISD stu-

Continued. See HUFFMAN HOMECOMING
WEEKEND SUPPORTS STUDENTS, page 2
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Crosby ISD soars to B rating,
celebrates Community & academic supports students,
achievements,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

need to be successful. Most
importantly, it is the result of
people who refused to settle
and continued to believe our
students could do more.

Two areas that make me
especially proud are the gains
at Crosby High School and
Crosby Middle School: Croshy
High School increased from
an 81 to an 89, putting the
campus just one point away
from an A, and you can believe
that A is in our sights, while
Crosby Middle School moved
from a 72 to a 78, a six-point
increase in one year, with its
dedicated block schedule and
strong commitment to retain-
ing exceptional teachers play-
ing an important role in that
success; at the same time, we
recognize that one of our cam-
puses received a D rating, and
we are being intentional about
providing the support, re-
sources, and focused attention
needed to help that campus
grow because every campus
and every student deserves
the opportunity to succeed.

And while academic
achievement is incredibly im-
portant, our responsibility to
our community extends be-
yond the classroom.

We also shared a strong fi-
nancial report with the Board.
Crosby ISD earned another
A+ School FIRST rating,
adopted a non-deficit budget,
and received a clean audit of
our finances. While we have
maintained an A+ FIRST rat-
ing and a non-deficit budget
in recent years, these accom-
plishments are worth cele-
brating. Being good stewards
of taxpayer dollars is not sim-
ply a financial responsibility.
It is a responsibility we take
personally. Every dollar en-
trusted to Crosby ISD repre-
sents the confidence our
community has placed in us,
and we will continue to honor

that trust.

Behind all of these accom-
plishments are the people who
make Crosby ISD work every
single day.

Our Nutrition Services
team prepares and serves
fresh meals for our students.
Our maintenance teams
worked tirelessly to prepare
our campuses and completed
more than 200 work orders
getting our facilities ready for
the new school year. Our
transportation team has
worked to route more than
4,000 students who rely on
our buses each day.

And did you know that our
incredible cafeteria teams
served more than 900,000
meals to our students during
the 2025-2026 school year?
When breakfasts, lunches,
and snacks are included, that
means our team provided
more than one million items
to our students.

That is what service looks
like.

Of course, when we talk
about serving students, there
is one group that deserves a
special mention: our teachers.

I have always believed that
teachers are some of the most
important people in a child’s
life. They show up every
morning ready to teach, en-
courage, challenge, listen, and
believe in our students. They
truly are the superheroes of
our schools.

Our Human Resources
team recently shared our
teaching staff numbers, and I
could not be more proud of
what those numbers tell us.

Five years ago, during the
2022-2023 school year, Cros-
by ISD had 393 teachers. This
year, we have more than 450.
During that same period, we
have reduced the number of
first-year teachers from 37 to
just 14. Even more encourag-

ing, we have gone from hav-
ing 23 unfilled teaching posi-
tions in 2022 to just one
unfilled teaching vacancy this
school year.

Those numbers represent
more than statistics. They
represent relationships, sta-
bility, experience, and a com-
mitment to our students. They
represent teachers choosing
Crosby ISD and choosing to
stay.

That makes me incredibly
proud.

As we look ahead to the
rest of the fall and all that this
school year will bring, one
word continues to come to
mind:

Committed.

We are committed to our
students and to providing
them with opportunities to
learn, grow, and succeed.

We are committed to our
community and to being re-
sponsible stewards of the re-
sources entrusted to us.

We are committed to our
staff and to building a district
where people are proud to
work, serve, and grow.

And we are committed to
excellence—not perfection,
but the constant pursuit of
growth and doing better for
our students each and every
day.

Crosby ISD is a special
place because of the people
who call it home. Thank you
for believing in our schools,
supporting our students and
staff, and standing beside us
as we continue this important
work.

We are Crosby ISD. We are
Committed.

With Pride and a Grateful
Heart,

Dr. Paula PattersonSuper-
intendent of SchoolsCrosby
ISD

Huffman homecoming weekend

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

dents.

The concert also carries a lo-
cal family connection. The
Honky-Tonk Revivalists feature
Morgan Creager Marley, a Huff-
man native and Hargrave High
School Class of 2007 graduate,
who will help open the evening
with a blend of classic country
roots and modern honky-tonk en-
ergy. Organizers describe the
concert as a celebration of fami-
ly, community and Falcon pride.

For Huffman, the weekend
represents more than a reunion.
The Huffman Education Founda-
tion was founded in 2015 and, ac-
cording to information provided
for the event, has awarded 92
scholarships to Huffman stu-
dents and more than $628,866 in
classroom grants to educators.
Those grants have ranged from
$500 to more than $17,000, help-
ing teachers bring creative and
innovative projects into their
classrooms.

That mission gives the week-

end its larger purpose: celebrat-
ing the past while investing in
the future. From alumni walking
the halls of the original high
school to former classmates gath-
ering under Friday night lights,
the events are designed to con-
nect generations of Falcons while
raising money for the next one.

The weekend also includes a
2026 Alumni Weekend Silent
Auction running Sept. 6-19, with
dozens of donated items listed
online, including local experienc-
es, sports memorabilia, vacation
packages, dining opportunities
and a signed Roger Creager gui-
tar.

Creager’s appearance gives
the foundation a marquee name
with deep Texas roots. A Corpus
Christi native, Roger Creager is
known for high-energy live
shows, loyal fans and music
shaped by both Texas country
tradition and his adventurous lif-
estyle. His official biography de-
scribes him as an “adventurist”

whose travels — from climbing
Mount Kilimanjaro to surfing in
Costa Rica and playing music
across the world — find their way
into his songwriting and perfor-
mances.

Creager, whose fan favorites
include “The Everclear Song,”
“Love” and “Turn It Up,” is also
scheduled to perform at the Lake
Houston Brewery Huffman Edu-
cation Foundation fundraiser as
part of his current tour calendar.

For organizers, the message is
simple: everyone is welcome.
Alumni and Friends Weekend
invites former students, parents,
educators, residents and support-
ers to take part in a two-day cel-
ebration of Huffman’s history
and future.

“Come celebrate the past, sup-
port the future,” the event pro-
motion says — a fitting theme for
a weekend built around Home-
coming, scholarships, classroom
grants and the enduring pride of
the Falcon community.
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The HARRIS COUNTY MUNICIPAL UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 560 will hold a public hearing on a
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Water District

Notice of Public Hearing on Tax Rate
The HARRIS COUNTY MUNICIPAL UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 578 will hold a public hearing on a

proposed tax rate for the tax year 2026 on Monday, October 5, 2026 at 2:00 P.M. at the offices of Allen
Boone Humphries Robinson LLP, 3200 Southwest Freeway, Suite 2400, Houston, Texas 77027 . Your
individual taxes may increase at a greater or lesser rate, or even decrease, depending on the tax rate
that is adopted and on the change in the taxable value of your property in relation to the change in
taxable value of all other property. The change in the taxable value of your property in relation to the
change in the taxable value of all other property determines the distribution of the tax burden among all
property owners.

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax database on which you can easily
access information regarding your property taxes, including information about proposed tax rates and
scheduled public hearings of each entity that taxes your property.

FOR the proposal: Elizabeth Diaz, Bryan Thomas, Daniel Joyce, Christina Cornelius
AGAINST the proposal: None

PRESENT and not voting: None

ABSENT: Brittani Williams

The following table compares taxes on an average residence homestead in this taxing unit last year to
taxes proposed on the average residence homestead this year.

Last Year This Year
Total tax rate (per $100 of value) $1.50000 /8100 $1.50000 /$100
Adopted Proposed
Difference in rates per $100 of value $0.00000 /$100
Percentage increase/decrease in rates(+/-) 0.00%
Average appraised residence homestead value $247.850.00 $243.437.00
General homestead exemptions available $0.00 $0.00
(excluding 65 years of age or older or disabled person's exemptions)
Average residence homestead taxable value $247 850.00 $243.437.00
Tax on average residence homestead $3,717.75 $3,651.56
Annual increase/decrease in taxes if
proposed tax rate is adopted (+-) $-66.20
and percentage of increase (+/-) A1.78%

NOTICE OF TAXPAYERS' RIGHT TO ELECTION TO REDUCE TAX RATE
If the district adopts a combined debt service, operation and maintenance, and contract tax rate that
would result in the taxes on the average residence homestead increasing by more than 8 percent, the
qualified voters of the district by pefition may require that an election be held to determine whether to
reduce the operation and maintenance tax rate to the voter-approval tax rate under Section 49.23603,
Water Code.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is calculated fo
limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

Should you have any questions concerning this notice, please contact the tax office at 281-482-0216.

The Property Tax Assistance Division at the Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts provides property tax For more information, visit our website:
information and resources for taxpayers, local taxing entities, appraisal districts and appraisal review boards.  comptroller.fexas.gov/taxes/property-tax

proposed tax rate for the tax year 2026 on October 7, 2026 at 11:00 a.m. at 9 Greenway Plaza Ste
1000 Houston, TX 77046. Your individual taxes may increase at a greater or lesser rate, or even
decrease, depending on the tax rate that is adopted and on the change in the taxable value of your
property in relation to the change in taxable value of all other property. The change in the taxable value
of your property in relation to the change in the taxable value of all other property determines the
distribution of the tax burden among all property owners.

Visit Texas.gov/Property Taxes to find a link to your local property tax database on which you can
easily access information regarding your property taxes, including information about proposed tax rates
and scheduled public hearings of each entity that taxes your property.

FOR the proposal: Sam Cooke, Terry Sue O'Kelly, Lauren Brigance, Christopher G Townsend
AGAINST the proposal: None

PRESENT and not voting: None

ABSENT: Alissa Payne

The following table compares taxes on an average residence homestead in this taxing unit last year to
taxes proposed on the average residence homestead this year.

Last Year This Year
Total tax rate (per $100 of value) $1.45000 /8100 $1.45000 /§100
Adopted Proposed
Difference in rates per $100 of value $0.00000 /5100
Percentage increase/decrease in rates(+-) 0.00%
Average appraised residence homestead value $230,055.00 $243,055.00
General homestead exempfions available $0.00 $0.00
(excluding 65 years of age or older or disabled person’s exemptions)
Average residence homestead taxable value $230,055.00 $243,055.00
Tax on average residence homestead $3,335.80 $3,524.30
Annual increase/decrease in taxes if
proposed tax rate is adopted (+-) $188.50
and percentage of increase (+/-) 5.65%

NOTICE OF TAXPAYERS' RIGHT TO ELECTION TO REDUCE TAX RATE
If the district adopts a combined debt service, operation and maintenance, and contract tax rate that
would result in the taxes on the average residence homestead increasing by more than 8 percent, the
qualified voters of the district by pefition may require that an election be held to determine whether to
reduce the operation and maintenance tax rate to the voter-approval tax rate under Section 49.23603,
Water Code.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is calculated to
limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

Should you have any questions conceming this notice, please contact the tax office at 281-482-0216.

For more information, visit cur website:
comptroller.texas.goviaxes/property-tax

The Property Tax Assistance Division at the Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts provides property tax
information and resources for taxpayers, local taxing entities, appraisal districts and appraisal review boards.
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ON THE
HILL

Saturday, Oct. 10,

Old River Winfree
Founders Day

The ORW Founders
Day Free Festival is
scheduled for Satur-
day, Oct. 10, from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. at the
fairgrounds, 4818 FM
North 565, Old River-
Winfree.

The family event
will feature live and si-
lent auctions, with 90%
of proceeds benefit-
ing the Chambers
County Veterans As-
sociation and 10% go-
ing toward Barbers
Hill scholarships.

Entertainment will
include the North Har-
ris County Dulcimers,
Buddy Graves and the
ORW Band, John Far-
ley and the River Bot-
tom Boys. The festival
also will feature histor-
ical exhibits, including
the Boyce Morris His-
torical Artifact Exhibit,
the Texas Army and
the 1st Texas Naval
Squadron.

Other activities in-
clude a car, truck and
motorcycle show, the
Ethel P. Ramsey Bake-
Off, free carnival-type
rides, a petting zoo,
face painting and free
bingo. Senior citizens
ages 55 and older can
participate in bingo at
11 a.m.and 2 p.m.

For information, call
832-367-2245 or

281-385-1735.

Barbers Hill ISD
Bans on E-Bikes

MONT BELVIEU -
Barbers Hill ISD will
prohibit the use of e-
bikes and electric
scooters on all district
property beginning
with the 2026-2027
school year.

The decision
comes in response to
the growing number
of e-bikes and elec-
tric scooters being
used by students and
the increasing safety
concerns associated
with their operation
near campuses, park-
ing lots, sidewalks,
and roadways.

“Our first responsi-
bility is to protect the
safety of our students,
staff, and visitors,”
Superintendent Greg
Poole said. “The pop-
ularity of e-bikes and
electric scooters has
increased dramatical-
ly, but so have the
risks. After carefully
evaluating the situa-
tion, we believe pro-
hibiting these devices
on district property is
the best way to help
prevent a serious ac-
cident.”

The ban applies to
all Barbers Hill ISD
campuses and facili-
ties. Students and visi-
tors are asked not to
ride or bring e-
bikes or electric
scooters onto district

property.

MBPD Honors Women Serving in Law Enforcement

By Gerardo Hernandez
STAFF WRITER

MONT BELVIEU —
The Mont Belvieu Police
Department recognized
the contributions of its
women officers during Na-
tional Police Women’s Day,
highlighting the growing
role women play in law en-
forcement.

Women account for less
than 14% of sworn law en-
forcement officers nation-
wide, according to the
department. At MBPD,
women make up 23% of the

department’s sworn offic-
ers, with eight women cur-
rently serving.

The department recog-
nized the officers for their
service to the Mont Belvieu
community and their con-
tributions both on the job
and within the depart-
ment.

MBPD officials noted
that the women bring a
range of strengths and per-
spectives to their work, in-
cluding compassion,
dedication and a commit-
ment to public service.

Their responsibilities

include protecting resi-
dents, assisting fellow of-
ficers and responding to
people during some of the
most difficult moments of
their lives.

The MB Police depart-
ment said the observance
provided an opportunity to
recognize the women who
serve in its ranks and the
role they play in strength-
ening the department and
the community.

“Strong women. Strong
department. Stronger com-
munity,” MBPD said in its
recognition.

Chambers County Mourns Constable John Mulryan

By Gerardo Hernandez
STAFF WRITER

CHAMBERS COUN-
TY — Chambers County
Constable John Mulryan
died on September 7, af-
ter a long battle with
cancer, leaving behind a
legacy of public service
and a community mourn-
ing the loss of a longtime
peace officer.

Sheriff Brian Haw-
thorne announced Mul-
ryan’s death,
remembering him as a
respected member of the

cated public servant.

Hawthorne said those who knew
Mulryan recognized him as a “gentle gi-
ant” who was deeply loved by those
around him. To members of the Cham-
bers County Sheriff’s Office, Hawthorne
said, Mulryan was more than a fellow
law enforcement officer.

“He was a true servant,” Hawthorne
said, recalling Mulryan’s kind heart and
commitment to the community.

Hawthorne also expressed condolenc-
es to Mulryan’s family and friends,
thanking them for the sacrifices that al-
lowed him to devote much of his life to
serving others.

“He was a pillar of this community,”
Hawthorne said, adding that Mulryan’s

community and a dedi-

fellow officers would remember him as

a friend and a man who
consistently helped oth-
ers.

The sheriff concluded
his tribute with a pas-
sage from Matthew 5:9:
“Blessed are the peace-
makers: for they shall be
called the children of
God.”

Mulryan’s death was
met with condolences
from those who knew
him and worked along-
side him in service to
Chambers County.

MB Fire & EMS Department Receives Fire Prevention kit

By Gerardo Hernandez
STAFF WRITER

MONT BELVIEU —
The Mont Belvieu Fire
& EMS Department re-
ceived a fire prevention
kit from Renee Thi-
bodeaux State Farm as
part of a community
partnership supporting
local fire safety educa-
tion.

The department said
the kit will assist first
responders in educating
residents and promoting

important fire preven-
tion and safety practic-
es throughout Mont
Belvieu.

Department officials
thanked Renee Thi-
bodeaux State Farm for
its support and invest-
ment in the safety and
well-being of the com-
munity.

The donation was ac-
companied by a sweet
treat from Crumbl,
which the department
described as a welcome
bonus.

BCC Celebrates Ribbon Cutting & Grand Opening
for Bay Area Barber and Cosmetology College

Baytown, Texas — The Bay-
town Chamber of Commerce is
proud to announce the Ribbon
Cutting and Grand Opening
celebration for Bay Area Barber
and Cosmetology College, a new
addition to the local business
and educational community
dedicated to shaping the next
generation of skilled profession-
als in the beauty and barbering
industry.

In addition to the ribbon cut-
ting held on Thursday, April
29% Bay Area Barber and Cos-
metology College will host a
Grand Opening celebration on
Saturday, May 2", 10:00 AM —
6:00 PM and the public is
warmly invited to attend, tour
the facility and learn more
about the programs offered.
They are located at 220 N. Main
Street, Suite 150, Baytown, TX.

The college is also excited to
announce that classes will offi-
cially begin on Monday, May
4% marking the start of hands-
on training for its inaugural
group pf students.

Bay Area Barber and Cosme-

tology College offers compre-
hensive training programs de-
signed to equip students with
the hands-on skills, knowledge
and confidence needed to suc-
ceed in today’s competitive
beauty industry. With a focus
on both technical expertise and
professional development, the
college aims to create career-
ready graduates who will con-
tribute to the local workforce
and economy.

“We are excited to welcome
Bay Area Barber and Cosme-
tology College to Baytown”,
said Tammy Moyers Martinez,
Member Services Director for
the Baytown Chamber of Com-
merce. “Their commitment to
education and workforce devel-
opment aligns perfectly with
our mission to support business
growth and community ad-
vancement.”

The Baytown Chamber of
Commerce encourages the com-
munity to come out and cele-
brate this exciting new
business and the opportunities
it brings to the area.

Co-Owners Daniel Cantu and Linda Cantu along with Baytown Chamber of Commerce Ambassadors

For more information about Bay Area Barber and Cosmetology Col-
lege, please visit their website txbayareabarbercollege.com.

Current and Back Issues are available
on our website: www.starcouriernews.com
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Ten years later, Kaepernick
remains unpersuasive

decade later, Colin Kaepernick is as

tiresome as ever. To mark the 10-year

anniversary of his kneeling during the

National Anthem, the former San Francisco 49ers

quarterback is out with a new memoir, “The Per-
ilous Fight.” (Get it?)

In an interview with NBC News in advance of
the book’s release, which he clearly imagines as
part of a vindication tour, he proved himself as
committed to woke racial politics as ever.

He told NBC that his protests were about fight-
ing “police killing black folks” and “systemic op-
pression.” He added that he was thinking — not
very modestly — about the Montgomery bus boy-
cotts, Rosa Parks and Martin Luther King while
he took a knee.

It’s certainly true that Kaepernick sacrificed
his career to his protests, although he was a mar-
ginal player by the end. In his prime, Kaepernick
was a top-notch athlete and electric performer.
No one can take his exemplary 2012 and 2013 sea-
sons away from him. In one playoff game in 2012,
he passed for 263 yards and ran for 181, a single-
game record for rushing by an NFL quarterback.

He couldn’t maintain this level of performance,
though. In 2015, he lost his starting job to jour-
neyman Blaine Gabbert. He won it back for a time
in 2016, although he got benched during one game
after throwing for all of 4 yards. The 49ers went
1-10 when he started, and by one metric, he
ranked 23rd out of 30 qualifying quarterbacks.
So he was hardly the GOAT, instead once-very-
good, now-mediocre. Then there was the issue that
his style of play didn’t necessarily fit in most of-
fensive schemes.

Layer on top of this the circus he’d bring to
town with his kneeling and it’s understandable
that teams didn’t find him an alluring proposi-
tion in 2017 when he was a free agent. There were
myriad options available as backup quarterbacks
who weren’t notorious for disrespecting the na-
tional anthem immediately prior to games.

TITLE: None of this would have mattered if
Kaepernick had maintained his 2012 level of play;
in that hypothetical, teams would have signed him
even if he started to do the black power salute
during huddles.

Kaepernick has now worked himself'into a po-
sition where he’s compared NFL players to en-
slaved people (in an absurd Netflix documentary),
and he’s bitter that he isn’t numbered among them
as a 38-year-old who hasn’t played in 10 years.

Then there’s the substance of his advocacy. The
high-water mark for Kaepernick’s anti-police
worldview came in the aftermath of the killing of
George Floyd, when the NFL basically apologized
for not listening to his supposed wisdom and the
police were put on their back foot in many cities
around the country.

The result was an increase in violent crime
that, of course, disproportionately victimized
black people. The country has now recovered from
this idiocy — based on the lie that the police in-
discriminately kill black people — and the coun-
try is much safer for the people who Kaepernick
purports to care most about. If we ever go any-
where near his preferred policy of abolishing the
police and prisons, we’'d instantly create the worst
crime wave in the country’s history.

Kaepernick is sometimes compared to Muham-
mad Ali. The legendary boxer sacrificed part of
his career by claiming conscientious objector sta-
tus during the Vietnam War. Ali was hated for a
time, but his true greatness as a boxer, his incan-
descent charisma and his outsized place in the
culture allowed him to transcend that political
controversy and become a beloved American fig-
ure.
That is not going to happen to Colin Kaeper-
nick, whose claim to fame is kneeling on the side-
lines during some NFL games. He’s very
dismissive of the enduring change wrought in the
NFL by his protests and the tumult after 2020.
The league has painted the words “End Racism”
in end zones. Kaepernick rightly considers these
pointless messages performative, but so was his
scorn for the anthem of his own country a decade
ago.
Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.
(c) 2026 by King Features Synd., Inc.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Opinions expressed here are not
necessarily that of this newspaper or its staff. YOUR
OPINION is welcome. Send a letter for possible
publication to Grafikpress Newspapers, 5832 Star Lane,
Houston TX 77057 or an email to GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com.
Please limit your words to about 200. Letters will be
subject to editing. Thank you.

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS

N>

IIVANWS'II

By Gary Borders

Ezy ke TN = q’m

More than a dozen school districts
face state takeover in 2027

More than a dozen Tex-
as school districts could be
taken over by the state
next year if they do not im-
prove student performance
before next year’s A-F ac-
countability
ratings, according to The
Texas Tribune. At least 14
districts had at least one
school campus with a fail-
ing grade, according to this
year’s preliminary ratings.
Under state law, the Tex-
as education commission-
er must take over any
district that receives five
consecutive failing ratings
— or close that failing
school.

After a takeover, the
district’s elected board of
trustees is replaced with
an appointed board of
managers for at least two
years.

Campuses under threat
of closure next year are in
the following districts:
Clarksville, Cleveland,
Coldspring-Oakhurst, El-
gin, Judson, Kingsville,
Manor, Nacogdoches, Po-
teet, Runge, San Angelo,
San Antonio, Spring and
Waco.

Districts have until
Sept. 11 to appeal a
school’s grade rating.

NEW LAWS TOOK EFFECT
IN TEXAS ON SEPT. 1

A bevy of new laws took
effect Sept. 1, according to
the Standard, including
changes to how consumers
can repair electronic devic-
es, greater regulation of
residential solar sales, and
the allowance of certain
forms of gold and silver as
legal tender.

House Bill 2963 re-
quires electronics manu-
facturers to provide
owners and independent
repair businesses with the
parts, tools, and documen-
tation they need on “fair
and reasonable terms.”
That requirement applies
to consumer electronics
with a wholesale price of at
least $50, but only to items
offered for sale in the state
after Sept. 1.

The measure contains
numerous exemptions, in-
cluding many motor vehi-
cles, farm equipment,

large home appliances,
and video-game consoles.

Another legal change
requires residential solar
system salespeople to reg-
ister with the state and to
work for a registered solar
retailer. Consumer advo-
cates said complaints
about solar panels submit-
ted to the attorney gener-
al increased by 818%
between 2018 and 2023.

Another law recognizes
qualifying privately pro-
duced silver and gold
specie as legal tender in
the state. The state comp-
troller is responsible for
approving a system allow-
ing electronic payments
backed by bullion.

LAWMAKERS LOOKING TO
FURTHER CUT SCHOOL
PROPERTY TAXES

A Senate analysis indi-
cates that nearly 40% of
Texas homeowners pay no
school property taxes.
Some legislators hope to
increase that share in the
upcoming regular session,
which begins in January.
The Houston
Chronicle reported that Lt.
Gov. Dan Patrick directed
a Senate committee to as-
sess the impact of in-
creased homestead
exemptions in past years,
with the
possibility of raising them
further next session.

Sen. Paul Bettencourt,
R-Houston, chairs that
committee and has been at
the forefront of efforts to
expand homestead exemp-
tions. Currently, the first
$140,000 of a residence’s
taxable value is exempt.
For those over 65 or with
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disabilities, the exemption
rises to $200,000.

Patrick hopes to raise
the homestead exemption
to $180,000 and to lower
the age at which homeown-
ers qualify for a senior ex-
emption from 65 to 55. For
his part, Abbott is pushing
a constitutional amend-
ment that would eliminate
school property taxes for
homeowners.

“The state will fully
fund public education
without you having to pay
for it in your homestead,”
Abbott said. “The amount
you get on your bill from
the local school district
that you pay in property
taxes should be zero dol-
lars for the rest of your
ownership of that house.”

GOP SET TO GATHER IN
DALLAS FOR MIDTERM
CONVENTION

President Trump and
other GOP leaders hope
this week’s midterm con-
vention in Dallas will help
the party win roughly 35
races that could determine
control of Congress, ac-
cording to The Dallas
Morning News. The Sen-
ate race between Ken Pax-
ton and James Talarico is,
by all indications, among
the biggest.

Trump appeared on
Patrick’s podcast to pro-
mote the convention being
held at American Airlines
Center, home of the Dallas
Mavericks. It is expected to
draw 20,000 attendees
over two days.

The first-of-its-kind
midterm convention is in-
tended to generate enthu-
siasm for the GOP
candidates in what is pre-
dicted to be a tough elec-
tion year for the party.

TALARICO ACCEPTS CNN
DEBATE INVITATION;
PAXTON MUM

Talarico last week ac-
cepted CNN’s debate invi-
tation, marking the fourth
time the Senate Democrat-
ic nominee has agreed to
debate Paxton, the Repub-
lican nominee. Paxton has
indicated he would debate
his opponent but hasn’t com-
mitted to a specific event,
the Austin American-
Statesman reported.

“T've accepted the debate
because I answer to the peo-
ple of Texas — [Paxton]
won’t because he answers
to his billionaire holders,”
Talarico said.

Paxton has not debated
an opponent since before
he was elected to statewide
office in 2014. His senior
adviser said in mid-August
that Paxton would debate
Talarico, and expected an
announcement to be
“forthcoming shortly.”

Gary Borders is a veter-
an award-winning Texas
journalist. He published a
number of community
newspapers in Texas dur-
ing a 30-year span, includ-
ing in Longview, Fort
Stockton, Nacogdoches,
Lufkin and Cedar Park.

Email:
gborders@texaspress.com
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THE

POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

[nteresting as a
Caterpillar

It’s caterpillar season.

I remembered this yesterday
as I sat out on the deck with my
parents and two of their oldest
friends at their cabin “up north.”
We noticed as a tiny, furry ball
began descending from the trees
far overhead. Lower and lower it
dropped until it was just over our
heads.

“What is that?” my mother
asked. We didn’t know.

At this point, the furry ball
seemed to know it had an audi-
ence and began to swing, just a
little at first, but soon in wider
and wider arcs as the wind picked
up. It lowered and then raised it-
self on its invisible line as it
swooped forward and back and
around. It was an impressive
aerial show, and all the more so
when I learned it was a tiny, fur-
ry caterpillar.

The caterpillar was engaged
in something called “ballooning,”
a verb I had only heard used to
mean when something got bigger.
In this case, it meant swinging
in the wind at the end of a long
silk line from the tree branches
high overhead. The goal of bal-
looning, I learned, was to find a
new and suitable place to live. It
was the most exciting form of
house hunting I'd ever seen.

Five adults, four of them over
90, sat transfixed by this little
caterpillar zooming overhead in
circles.

“If anyone asks what I did to-
day, I'll tell them I watched a
worm,” my mother’s friend, Char,
observed.

“There are worse ways to
spend a day,” I noted.

The tiny moth caterpillar, fly-
ing around like a miraculous
aerial artist, finally landed in
Char’s hair. Char did not think
she would be a suitable home for
this tiny, adventurous creature,
and the caterpillar disappeared
under the deck. We will never
know what it did after that.

I'd just been thinking a lot
about caterpillars, as the mon-
arch caterpillars are hard at work
eating milkweed and making
chrysalises. [ remember as a sec-
ond grader having a monarch cat-
erpillar in a jar in our classroom.
We started with an egg, already
attached to milkweed. The cater-
pillar emerged from the egg and
got busy eating immediately. It
grew with astonishing speed and
eventually hung off the milkweed
in the shape of a J.

Then the fascinated second
graders watched it spin its chrys-
alis, a bright green pea pod with
a golden seam. The chrysalis
would gradually change color,
becoming more and more trans-
parent until, one day, the butter-
fly emerged from the chrysalis,
fully formed. We watched it slow-
ly stretch and spread its beauti-
ful orange wings, and then the
second graders would troop out
onto the playground to release
this magnificent creature.

It was astonishing. But it was
not as astonishing as what hap-
pened next. After that, the cat-
erpillar, who had spent her early
autumn turning herself into a
butterfly in our second-grade
classroom, would fly all the way
to Mexico.

All of this leads me to believe
that my life will never be as in-
teresting as a caterpillar’s.

We compare ourselves to but-
terflies when we talk about mak-
ing big changes or becoming a
better version of ourselves. I
think it is a good metaphor, and
I find butterflies inspiring—par-
ticularly when they head off to
Mexico, fresh out of a jar, with-
out a GPS or map.

But it’s good to remember that
before there was a butterfly,
there was a daring and diligent
little caterpillar. They are not as
beautiful as butterflies, perhaps,
but they get the work done—
whether it’s spinning a chrysalis
or ballooning from a 60-foot
thread, dancing in the wind.

Till next time,
Carrie
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SEASON FOOTBALL WEEK 3

UH, Tech face off in early-season Big 12 showdown:
Texans face another top QB when Burrow and Bengals visit

The No. 23-ranked
Houston Cougars head to
Lubbock for a Friday night
showdown with No. 12-
ranked Texas Tech in a key
early season Big 12 game.
It’s only week three for both
teams, but the winner of this
game could be in position to
control the conference.

The game will be
nationally broadcast on FOX
at 7 p.m. A year ago, the Red
Raiders came into the Coogs’
house and left with a
dominating 35-11 victory.
Both teams opened their
2026 seasons with wins in
Week 1 as UH held off
Oregon State at home 33-20,
while Tech took care of
business at home against
Abilene Christian with a 33-
10 victory. It should be noted
the Tech defense did not give
up a touchdown (Abilene
Christian scored their lone
touchdown on a kickoff
return late in the game) and
looks just as good as the
2025 squad did. That’s not
good news for the rest of the
Blg 12.

The offense did struggle
in the Red Zone as Tech only
scored three touchdowns and
settled for four field goals
when it got in close. Some-
thing tells me head coach
Joey McGuire and his staff
will get things figured out on
that side of the ball. UH
might benefit from the fact
that the Red Raiders have to
a long trip to Oregon State
the week before this game,
then head back early
Sunday to prepare for a
short week to take on a very
talented UH team.

While the UH-Tech game
is one of the marquee games
of Week 3, there’s another
big win in the SEC as No.
11-ranked LSU visits No. 9-
ranked Ole Miss, as former
Rebels coach Lane Kiffin
returns to his old stomping
grounds after bolting for
Baton Rouge last December
prior to the College Football
Playoffs. You had better bet
Ole Miss fans will be at full
throat and give Kiffin all he
can handle come Saturday
night in the nationally
televised game at 6:30 p.m.
on ABC.

Kiffin got his new team
off to a very solid start in
Week 1 with a 51-10
thrashing of Clemson, while
Ole Miss won a thrilling 41-
38 barn burner over
Louisville.

Speaking of Louisville,
the No. 24-ranked Cardinals
will host No. 14-ranked
SMU in a key ACC game.

MIKE KEENEY

Other top games this
weekend will pit No. 3-
ranked Georgia visiting
Arkansas in their SEC debut
against the Razorbacks new
head coach Ryan Silverfield,
who won his first game in
Little Rock by defeating
Northern Alabama 31-14,
while Kirby Smart’s team
rolled to a 63-3 route of
Tennessee State.

There could be a good one
in the SEC as Florida visits
Auburn in a meeting of new
head coaches. The Gators
new head man, Jon Sum-
merall, got off to a solid start
in Gainesville with a 66-21
thrashing of FAU, while
Auburn’s new head coach,
Alex Golesh, saw his team
win a squeaker over Baylor,
17-16, as the defense
snubbed out a two-point
attempt with just nine
seconds to go.

Week two in the NFL
starts with Thursday Night
Football as Detroit visits
Buffalo as the Bills open
their new digs, Highmark
Stadium on Netflix.

The Texans host another
top 10 QB when Joe Burrow
and the Cincinnati Bengals
visit NRG Stadium at noon
on CBS.

Other interesting games
have Jacksonville visiting
Denver, Pittsburgh visiting
New England and the
Cowboys hosting Washing-
ton in their home opener.
Indianapolis visits Kansas
City on Sunday Night
Football on NBC, and Week
2 concludes with the New
York Giants visiting the Los
Angeles Rams on Monday
Night Football on ABC.

NCAA

Houston at Texas Tech - A
big early-season showdown
for these two Big 12
contenders on Friday night
in Lubbock. The game will
be nationally televised on
FOX (Channel 26 locally)
and begin at 7 p.m. A year
ago, the Tech defense
dominated UH in Houston
as the Red Raiders rolled to
a 35-11 win. Both teams
opened their respective
seasons with wins as the
Coogs defeated Oregon

State, 33-20, while the Red
Raiders took care of Abilene
Christian, 33-10. UH
struggled in the secondary
against the Beavers,
allowing 376 passing yards,
while the Tech offense
struggled in the Red Zone
and settled for four field
goals instead of touchdowns.
Tech QB Will Hammond
looked solid (298 yards, 1
TD) in the opener, but the
running game struggled.
Look for J’Koby Williams (71
yards,1 TD) and Cameron
Dickey to get rolling against
UH. The Coogs will look for
another big game from QB
Conner Weigman (305 yards,
1TD) and running backs
Makhi Hughes (98 yards, 1
TD) and Re’Shaun Sanford
II (75 yards, 1 TD). Look for
the Tech defense (3 sacks,
one interception) to be the
difference maker in this one
as the Red Raiders pick up a
big league win. My pick,
Texas Tech 34, Houston 14
Georgia at Arkansas - No.
3-ranked Georgia heads to
Arkansas to take on the
Razorbacks and their new
head coach, Ryan Silverfield.
Silverfield had a successful
debut two weeks ago leading
his team to a 31-14 win over
Northern Alabama, but they
face a totally different beast
this Saturday when the
Bulldogs come calling. The
‘Dawgs rolled to a 63-3 win
in their opener. Look for
Georgia QB Gunner
Stockton (202 yards, 3 TDs),
running back Nate Frazier
(72 yards, 3 TDs) and wide
receivers Jeremy Bell,
Jordan Reddola and Elyss
Williams (all caught TDs in
the opener) to have big days
in Fayetteville. My pick,
Georgia 36, Arkansas 13
SMU at Louisville - No.
17-SMU meets No. 24-
ranked Louisville in a big
early-season ACC game as
the Mustangs hit the road
for the second time in three
weeks. SMU opened the
season with an exciting 27-
24 road win at Florida State,
while the Cardinals dropped
a heartbreaker to Ole Miss,
41-38. The Ville will look for
another big game from QB
Lincoln Klienholz (307

passing yards, 2 TDs/69
rushing yards, 1 TD) and
wideout Tre Richardson (4
receptions, 83 yards, 1 TD).
SMU has a few offensive
weapons itself in QB Kevin
Jennings (430 yards, 3 TDs),
wide receiver Yannick Smith
(5 receptions, 107 yards, 1
TD) and tight end Randy
Pittman Jr. (5 receptions, 75
yards, 1 TD). This should be
an offensive shootout. Look
for Jenning to make a few
more plays than his
Louisville counterpart as the
Mustangs pick up another
big road win. My pick, SMU
34, Louisville 31

Florida at Auburn - The
Gators and Tigers open SEC
play with new head coaches
as Jon Summerall leads
Florida and Alex Golesh will
lead the Tigers. Both men
won their first games at
their new schools as the
Gators rolled to a 66-21 win
over FAU, and Auburn eked
out a 17-16 win over Baylor.
Florida will look for another
big game from running back
Jaden Baugh (160 yards, 3
TDs), QB Aaron Philo (275
yards, 3 TDs) and wide
receiver Vernell Brown III (6
receptions, 117 yards, 1 TD).
Auburn will look for dual-
threat QB Byron Brown (259
passing yards/27 rushing
yards, 1 TD) to be a differ-
ence maker come Saturday.
My pick, Florida 25, Auburn
23

LSU at Ole Miss - No. 8
LSU visits No. 9 Ole Miss as
Lane Kiffin returns to
Oxford, from where he bolted
for his new gig last Decem-
ber prior to the CFP. Kiffin
and his team can expect a
very hostile greeting and will
take on a fired-up Rebels
team that opened the season
with a 41-38 last-second win
over Louisville two weeks
ago. Kiffin got his LSU
career off to an impressive
start with a 51-10 beat down
of Clemson. This game will
feature two of the top dual-
threat

QBs in the Tigers Sam
Leavitt (230 passing yards, 1
TD/113 rushing yards, 2
TDs) and Ol;e Miss’ Trinidad
Chambliss (336 passing
yards, 3 TDs/60 rushing
yards, 1 TD). LSU will also
look for big games from
running back Dillon Jones
(113 yards, 2 TDs) and wide
receiver Winston Watkins Jr.
(7 receptions, 110 yards, 1
TD). Ole Miss hopes running
back Kewan Lacy (61 yards)
will be able to play in this
one. He sustained a bruised
knee in the first half against
Louisville, but the injury
does not appear to be
serious. Chambliss will also
look to make plays in the
passing game to wide
receiver Deuce Alexander (5
receptions, 159 yards, 2 TDs).

Look for the Ole Miss crowd
to be the 12th man in this
game as the Rebels win a
shootout. My pick, Ole Miss
36, L.SU 33

NFL

Detroit at Buffalo - Week
2 kicks off on Thursday
Night Football on Amazon
Prime with a good one as the
Lions visit the Bills, who will
be playing their first regular
season game in their new
home, Highmark Stadium.
This game will pit two of the
league’s top offenses. Detroit
is led by QB Jared Goff,
running back Jahmyr Gibbs,
wideouts Amon-Ra St.
Brown and Jameson
Williams and tight end Sam
LaPorta. The Bills will
counter with Josh Allen,
perhaps the top signal caller
in the league, productive
running back James Cook
and new wide receiver D.dJ.
Moore. This should be a fun
game to watch. Look for
Allen to make a few more
plays down the stretch than
Goff'to lead his team to the
win. My pick, Buffalo 33,
Detroit 30

Cincinnati at Houston -
The Texans face their second
top 10 QB in two weeks
when Joe Burrow and the
Bengals visit NRG Stadium
at noon on CBS. The Texans
top-ranked defense will have
its hands full with Burrow,
running back Chase Brown
and wideouts Ja’Marr Chase
and Tee Higgins. The Texans
offense should be able to
make plays against a
suspect Bengals defense.
Look for QB C.J. Stroud to
make plays downfield to
Nico Collins, while running
back David Montgomery has
a big day on the ground. My
pick, Houston 24, Cincinnati
18

Jacksonville at Denver -
The Jaguars head to the
Rocky Mountains to take on
a solid Denver team. Look
for the Denver defense to
make this a long afternoon
for Jaguars QB Trevor
Lawrence. Their pass rush
will harass Lawrence all
afternoon and very well
could force a turnover or two.
On offense, the Broncos will
look for a big day from QB
Bo Nix and his two solid
wideouts, Cortland Sutton
and Jaylen Waddle. Look for
the Broncos to send an early-
season message to the rest of
the AFC that they are
indeed the team to beat in
the conference this year. My
pick, Denver 31, Jacksonville
13

Pittsburgh at New
England - Aaron Rodgers
and the Steelers head to
Foxborough to face the
defending AFC champs in
their home opener. New
England had a few extra

days to prepare for this
game after opening the
season at Seattle last
Wednesday. Look for NE QB
Drake Maye to attack the
Steelers defense with strikes
downfield to wide receiver
A.J. Brown. Rodgers will look
to make plays to his two
dependable wideouts in DK
Metcalf and Michael
Pittman Jr. Look for NE to
protect its home field as its
defense is the difference
maker in this game. My pick,
New England 26, Pittsburgh
17

Washington at Dallas -
The Cowboys host the
Commanders in their home
opener at 3:25 p.m. on
Sunday and will look to
make it two in a row over
NFC East foes (Dallas
opened the season against
the Giants). Look for the
Cowboys offense to roll
against a suspect Washing-
ton defense as QB Dak
Prescott will have a big day
throwing to CeeDee Lamb
and George Pickens.
Running back Javonte
Williams will take care of
the ground game. The
revamped Dallas defense
will need to contain Wash-
ington dual-threat QB
Jayden Daniels, but
something tells me that unit
will get the job done. My
pick, Dallas 33, Washington
17

Indianapolis at Kansas
City - The Colts visit the
Chiefs on Sunday Night
Football on NBC. Look for
KC QB Patrick Mahomes to
have a big night against a
s0-so Indy defense. He
should get a lot of help from
new running back Kenneth
Walker III, wide receiver
Rashee Rice and tight end
Travis Kelce. Look for the
revamped Chiefs defense to
make it a long night for
Colts QB Daniel Jones. My
pick, Kansas City 27,
Indianapolis 13

New York Giants at Los
Angeles Rams - Week 2
concludes on Monday Night
Football as the Giants head
across the country to take on
a Rams team that opened
the season last Thursday
against the 49ers in
Melbourne, Australia. LA
should be over its jet lag and
will be playing its home
opener. Look for QB
Matthew Stafford, running
back Kyren Williams and
big-play wideouts Puka
Nacu and Davante Adams to
have a field day against a
suspect NY defense. The
Rams defense should also
have a big night against
turnover-prone Giants QB
Jaxson Dart. This one could
be over by halftime. My pick,
Los Angeles Rams 38, New
York Giants 16

STAR-COURIER FOOTBALL
SCORES/SCHEDULES

LAST WEEK'S SCORES

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

Aldine Eisenhower 28, Baytown Lee 14

Barbers Hill 40, Dayton 20

Baytown Sterling 28, New Caney 27
Crosby 34, Fort Bend Marshall 14

Goose Creek Memorial 35, West Brook 28
Splendora 37, Huffman Hargrave 16

THIS WEEK'S SCHEDULE

FRIDAY, SEPT. 18

Barbers Hill vs. Clear Falls, 7 p.m., Eagle Stadium
Baytown Lee at Lumberton, 7 p.m., Raider Stadium
Baytown Sterling vs. Lufkin, 7 p.m., Stallworth Stadium
Crosby vs. North Shore, 7 p.m., Cougar Stadium
Goose Creek Memorial at La Porte, 7 p.m., Bulldog Stadium
Huffman Hargrave vs. Galena Park, 7:30 p.m., Falcon Stadium
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Historic Highlands Chamber
luncheon brings two county
commissioners to one table,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Recently, thieves broke in to the Highlands Little League facilities and cut out all the cables from their main power
system. The thieves got away with approximately $50 worth of copper, but cost the league $28,000 in repairs. The
Greater Highlands Chamber of Commerce contributed $1,000 toward the effort to restore the facilities.

that it’s not going to be
fixed until 2032,” he said,
adding that county toll-
road resources may offer a
faster way to improve
freight movement between
port terminals and the
Beltway.

The commissioners also
addressed homelessness
and its effect on business-
es and neighborhoods.
Ramsey credited the Har-
ris County Sheriff’s Office
with balancing enforce-
ment and assistance, say-
ing officers try to connect
people with services while
also making clear that
they cannot camp on prop-
erty they do not own.

Garcia described the
county’s Employ to Em-
power initiative, which re-
cruits people from
encampments for paid
work such as power-wash-
ing facilities, cutting
weeds and collecting trash
while connecting them
with mental-health servic-
es and permanent support-
ive housing.

“We take them where
they’re at,” Garcia said.
“We put them to work ...
but then we also use that
time that they stay en-
gaged with us to get them
plugged into mental health

services.”

On water and infra-
structure, Ramsey warned
that continued reliance on
groundwater can cause
subsidence as development
expands in unincorporated
Harris County. He said
municipal utility districts
must plan for long-term
maintenance and surface-
water needs.

“Water can be your
friend or it can be your en-
emy,” Ramsey said.
“You’ve got to be putting
money back for mainte-
nance. Don’t wait till it all
blows up.”

Garecia said flood mitiga-
tion must remain a shared
priority because runoff
from several counties pass-
es through Precincts 2 and
3.

“Water doesn’t care
whose precinct you're in,”
he said. “It’s important for
us to work together to en-
sure that our projects are
coordinated.”

Asked what major goal
they wanted to accomplish
for Highlands, Ramsey
pointed to the San Jacinto
River Waste Pits. He said
construction of a cofferdam
and excavation work is ex-
pected to begin in the sec-
ond quarter of 2027.

“I’m going to see the
waste pit on the San Jacin-
to River get cleaned up,”
Ramsey said.

He also highlighted
completed work on Main
Street, planned 2027
street improvements and
an effort to expand light-
ing in Highlands.

Garcia pledged contin-
ued support for the waste-
pit cleanup and identified
restoring acute-care capac-
ity in East Harris County
as a major objective follow-
ing the loss of a local hos-
pital after Hurricane
Harvey. He also supported
expanding community
lighting and said High-
lands residents should
guide the area’s future.

“You have that small-
town feel,” Garcia said.
“Whatever the vision of
Highlands is, is the direc-
tion that Commissioner
Garcia is going to be.”

The historic joint ap-
pearance presented a re-
curring message: Although
Highlands is divided polit-
ically between two pre-
cincts, its roads,
waterways, public-safety
needs and future remain
shared responsibilities.

CARRS ISR

ENDES

Call 713-266-3444

Your AD will reach up to 40,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 20,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $18 for 20 words. A bargain!

RV SPACE

RV SPACE

RV SPACE

FOR RENT

FOR RENT

FOR RENT

Small RV Space Available in Crosby
Nice shade tree on the property

For more information, call:

(281)571-5857

16-2t

Current and Back Issues are available on our
website: www.starcouriernews.com

APARTMENT FOR RENT

$600.00 / month,
Deposit $200.00
All Bills Paid. (Private & Quite)

For more information
Please Call 281-722-0541

16-2t

*

SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money B " s i " e s s D i rec t o ry SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

281-428-1187
1-800-345-8471

Sales & Repair Service
Baytown, Texas
John Henderson

628 Cedar Bayou Rd.

()
L SERVICE VEHICLE INSPECTIONS
HOOT i a0t M.
HENDERSOW ¢ 713-702-3200
"l \ W\ JORNKY GAEAE 9115, WA
OWNER-INSPECTOR HICHLANDS TX, 77562

N\
Graphics Unlimited, Inc.

CORPORATE GRAPHICS AT ITS BEST

Signs & Banners
281-462-1200

www.graphicsunlimitedinc.net
213 Kernohan « Croshy, TX 77532

WESTON COTITEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS
281-421-4050 1500 E. Wallisville Rd.

NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL
SPECIALIZATION

BN
HILL

MATERIALS
119 Listi Ln, Highlands

WE DELIVER TO YOU

(281)843-5000

residential - commercial - industrial

FILL DIRT
BANK SAND
ROADBASE
LIMESTONE

hillmaterials.com

SMALL ADS BRING BIG RESULTS

Ask about our Business Directory
Package
13 Weeks + Story + Display for $260
Ask about our Ribbon Cutting Package
Photo + Story + Web for $260

713-266-3444

RODNEY SIMS FIREARMS

FIREARMS INSTRUCTOR
LTC COURSES
GUN SALES

RODNEYSSIMS70@GMAIL.COM
(936) 391-5746
CROSBY, TEXAS

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details
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Ella Beatty star in “Monster: The Lizzie Borden Story.”

“Monster: The Lizzie
Borden Story.”

“The 78th Primetime
Emmys” (TV-PG) — It’s
time for the night of the
year where primetime tele-
vision gets its flowers! Pre-
miering live on Sept. 14,
the Emmys will be hosted
by Mariska Hargitay
(“Law & Order: Special
Victims Unit”), and the
categories are stacked with
nominees from multiple
HBO shows like “The Pitt,”
“Hacks,” “A Knight of the
Seven Kingdoms,” and
“Euphoria.” Netflix scored
with nominations for
shows like “Beef,” “The
Beast in Me,” and “Black
Rabbit.” Not to mention
Apple TV’s “Widow’s Bay”
and “Pluribus” with 19 and
18 nominations, respec-
tively! In addition, Micha-
el J. Fox will be honored
during the ceremony with
the Bob Hope Humanitar-
ian Award for his charita-
ble efforts toward
Parkinson’s disease re-
search. (Peacock)

“Monster: The Lizzie
Borden Story” (TV-MA)
— This could be just me,
but I do enjoy seeing a nepo
baby flourish in the TV
and film industry every
once in a while, especially
when their parents are as
iconic as Ella Beatty’s
(“Feud: Capote vs. The
Swans”). Daughter of act-
ing legends Annette Ben-
ing (“Lucky”) and Warren
Beatty (“Rules Don’t Ap-
ply”), Ella takes on the
lead role of Lizzie Borden
in the fourth season of the
crime-drama anthology se-
ries “Monster.” Starring
opposite her are Charlie
Hunnam, who played the
titular role of Ed Gein in
the third season of “Mon-
ster,” as well as Billie
Lourd and Sarah Paulson
of “American Horror Story”
fame. This season follows
Lizzie in 1892 Massachu-
setts, as she becomes a pri-
mary suspect after her
parents are found mur-

dered in their home with a
hatchet. All eight episodes
release Sept. 17. (Netflix)

“Dancing with the
Stars: Season 35” (TV-
PG) — Thirty-five seasons
is an unbelievable feat for
any television show, and
with the buzz surrounding
its new cast of contestants,
“DWTS” still seems far
from facing cancellation.
(I’'m not complaining,
though!) “Summer
House’s” Ciara Miller, who
just came out of a recent
scandal as a reality TV
darling, was one of the first
of the 16 contestants to be
announced, along with
“Love Island” presenter
Maura Higgins. But the
cast announcements that
have truly rocked the
world of “DWTS” fans were
regarding to actress Julia
Stiles from “10 Things I
Hate About You,” actress/
dancer Jenna Dewan from
“Step Up” (get ready for all
the “Wait, she can dance!”
comments), and “Glee’s”
Harry Shum Jr. The sea-
son’s set for a two-night
premiere, beginning Sept.
15! (Disney+)

“Jay-Zin 8” (TV-14) —
“Allow me to reintroduce
myself,” teases Jay-Z in
the trailer for this new
eight-part docuseries. Sit-
ting down with record pro-
ducer/co-founder of Def
Jam Recordings Rick Ru-
bin, Jay-Z partakes in in-
timate discussions about
his career, music, life expe-
riences and creative pro-
cesses. The black-and-white
series was shot over the
span of two days in a stun-
ning and quiet hall in Par-
is, with Jay-Z recounting
how he started writing
music from the age of 9 and
leading into how he pro-
duced iconic songs like “No
Church in the Wild,” “99
Problems,” and “4:44.” The
first two episodes premiere
on Sept. 18, with new epi-
sodes coming every Friday.
(HBO Max)

(c) 2026 King Features
Synd., Inc.

HOLLYWOOD — Let’s take a look at
the anatomy of a scandal. I met former
“Full House” star Lori Loughlin when she
was just 19 and starring in the daytime
soap “The Edge of Night.” Now 62, she
served a two-month sentence in prison af-
ter pleading guilty to wire and mail fraud
in 2019, in a college scandal that was
called “Operation Varsity Blues.” She ba-
sically bribed an official to get her daugh-
ter into college!

Loughlin was immediately pulled from
the Hallmark Channel series “When Calls
the Heart” mid-season while she was on
trial. Seven years later, she’s finally re-
turning to the Hallmark Channel for her
telefilm series “Garage Sale Mystery,” as
well as “When Calls the Heart” for its up-
coming season.

While her career has been resuscitat-
ed, her 28-year marriage to Mossimo Gi-

annulli hasn’t — they’ve split!
eskesk

Glen Powell has completed Judd Apa-
tow’s comedy film “The Comeback King”
(due on Feb. 5, 2027), as well as J.J.
Abrams’ sci-fi/fantasy film “The Great Be-
yond” with Jenna Ortega and Samuel L.
Jackson (due on Oct. 1, 2027). Season two
of Powell’s sports-comedy series “Chad
Powers” dropped on Sept. 3, and its rat-
ings will decide if there will be a third sea-
son.

feskesk

Oscar winner Matthew McConaughey
and two-time Oscar nominee Kate Hud-
son are reuniting for a sequel to their 2006
hit “How to Lose a Guy in 10 Days” (which
grossed $177.5 million and only cost $50
million). Did the success of “The Devil
Wears Prada 2” (the original “Prada” was
in 2006) have anything to do with its res-
urrection, as well as the upcoming sequel
to 2001’s “The Princess Diaries”?

Lest we forget Brad Pitt is returning to
his character from “Once Upon a Time in
Hollywood” (2019) in “The Further Mis-
Adventures of Cliff Booth,” which cost
$200 million to produce. It was directed
by David Fincher and also stars Scott
Caan, Carla Gugino and Timothy
Olyphant. It was shot from July to Octo-
ber 2025. It’ll hit IMAX theaters on Nov.
25 for two weeks before dropping on Net-
flix on Dec. 23.

Lori Loughlin (“Garage Sale Mystery”)

Jason Statham is as busy as a bee! In
addition to completing “The Beekeeper 2”
with Jeremy Irons (due on Jan. 14, 2027),
he’s starring in the action-comedy film
“Jason Statham Stole My Bike.” It also
stars Hannah Waddingham and opens on
Aug. 2, 2027. Not to mention his role as a
drug dealer in Guy Ritchie’s action-thrill-
er film “Viva La Madness”! There’s no re-
lease date for it quite yet.

Patrick Schwarzenegger has muscled
himself'into a top-notch movie career. His
four completed films are: “Love of Your
Life” with Margaret Qualley (for an Oc-
tober release); the rom-com “Beach Read”
with Kristin Davis and Kevin Bacon (for
a May 2027 release); the thriller “Bun-
ker” with Penelope Cruz and Javier Bar-
dem; and the crime drama “The Bookie
& the Bruiser” with Vince Vaughn and
Theo James.

He may not have the kind of muscle
that his father, Arnold, had, but he’s sure-
ly adept when it comes to pumping out
ironclad movie roles!

(c) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

ENTERTAINMENT
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