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IN THE
STARS

Friday, Oct. 2,

TOTES & TOOLS
BINGO
FUNDRAISER

Dinner 6pm | Bingo 7pm

The Greater Highlands
Chamber is bringing
everyone together for a
night of bingo, friendly
competition, and the kind
of “I was ONE number
away” stories you'll still be
telling next week.

If you've been meaning
to make plans, this is your
sign. Grab your friends,
claim your spots, and
come ready to yell BINGO!

Check the event details
for tickets and join us THIS
Friday. Visit website
allabouthighlands.org

Highlands National
Night Out Event
Details

Event Name: Harris
County Precinct 3
National Night Out

Date & Time: Tuesday,
October 6, 2026, from
5:00 PM to 7:00 PM

Venue Name &
Address: San Jacinto
Community Center,

604 Highland Woods
Drive, Highlands, TX
77562

Description: Connect
with local law
enforcement, including
the Harris County Sheriff's
Office, and neighbors to
promote community
safety and crime
prevention.

Cost/Tickets: Free
admission

Crosby Volunteer
FD National
Night Out

Join us on Tuesday
night, October 6, 2026, for
National Night Out at the
Crosby Volunteer Fire
Department in Newport,
Station #2, located at 123 S.
Diamondhead Blvd. Families
are invited to enjoy a tour of
the station, explore the fire
trucks, and participate in fun
activities. All are welcome to
attend this community
event.

Houston Methodist Baytown Hospital
recognized as 2026 top performer

BAYTOWN TX - All
eight Houston Methodist
acute care hospitals are
top performers in Vizient’s
Bernard A. Birnbaum,
MD, Quality Leadership
annual rankings, which
provide a national hospital
scorecard focused on pa-
tient safety and quality
metrics. Houston

Methodist Hospital fin-
ished No. 3 in its cohort for
the second consecutive
year — the hospital’s high-
est ranking. In addition,
all seven Houston Method-
ist network hospitals
ranked among the top 10
in their respective surveys,
with two — Houston Meth-
odist Willowbrook Hospi-
tal and Houston Methodist
Baytown Hospital —

Father Killed,
Daughter Critically
Wounded

ranked No. 1 in their re-
spective cohorts.

“Each day, our physi-
cians and employees keep
our patients at the center
of everything we do, and
this recognition is a direct
result of their steadfast
commitment to delivering

the safest, highest-quality care possible,”
said Marc L. Boom, M.D., president and
CEO of Houston Methodist. “Their unwa-
vering focus on safe, quality and compas-
sionate care is what drives the exceptional
outcomes our patients expect and deserve.”

Rankings-eligible hospitals are deter-

Continued. See HOUSTON METHODIST, Page 6

Office.

Deputies responded to the 5400 block of Redell Road

By Gerardo Hernandez
STAFF WRITER

BAYTOWN, TX — A man was killed
and his teenage daughter was critically
wounded in a shooting at their home in
east Harris County Monday morning,
according to the Harris County Sheriff’s

Deputies responded to the 5400 block
of Redell Road, where they found both
victims suffering from gunshot wounds.

The man was pronounced dead at the

Continued. See BAYTOWN SHOOTING, Page 6

Stuart Career FFA Officers Serve Community at Pooch-APalooza

Story by: Kelly Mills,
GCCISD Agriculture Science
Teacher (Stuart FFA)

The Stuart Career Techni-
cal High School FFA Officer
Team spent Saturday, Sep-
tember 12, volunteering with
the City of Baytown at its an-
nual Pooch-A-Palooza event at
Jenkins Park. This marked
the chapter’s second year par-
ticipating in the community
event and continued a grow-
ing partnership between Stu-
art FFA and the City of
Baytown.

Hosted by the City of Bay-
town, Pooch-A-Palooza brings
community members and
their four-legged companions
together for a morning cen-
tered around dogs, recreation,
and community engagement.
The 2026 event featured the
Canine Stars Stunt Show,
Doggie Dash, Mutt Strutt Cos-
tume Contest, Weenie Dog
Races, on-site pet adoptions
supporting Baytown Animal
Services, vendor shopping,

Pictured, from left, Stuart Career Tech FFA Officers Kaitlyn Wieben, Maria
Lohna, Arianna Bloice, Arianna Figueroa, Genesis Hernandez, Iker Cazares,
and Ricky Harmon. (Photos by: Kelly Mills, GCCISD Agriculture Science Teacher

(Stuart FFA))

food trucks, and the Smooch
Your Pooch photo opportuni-
ty.
Stuart FFA officers Ricky
Harmon, Iker Cazares, Gene-
sis Hernandez, Maria Lohna,
Arianna Bloice, Kaitlyn Wie-
ben, and Arianna Figueroa as-
sisted throughout the event.
Officers arrived before the

Chair Volleyball Brings Highlands
Seniors Together

By Gerardo Hernandez
STAFF WRITER

HIGHLANDS TX — Se-
niors at the San Jacinto
Community Center recent-
ly took part in a Mini Chair
Volleyball Tournament,
combining physical activi-
ty, friendly competition

and plenty of laughter.
The tournament grew
out of the center’s regular
chair volleyball activities,
where seniors enjoy stay-
ing active while spending
time with friends and fel-
low community members.
Participants asked to orga-
nize a tournament among

themselves, turning a reg-
ular activity into a special
event.

The friendly competi-
tion brought smiles and
laughter as participants
cheered each other on.

Continued. See HIGHLANDS
SENIORS TAKE TO CHAIR, page 5

event opened to the public to
help with setup and were as-
signed to a variety of respon-
sibilities, including checking
in and registering dogs and
runners, operating the
Smooch Your Pooch Photo
Booth, and preparing for the
Doggie Dash and Mutt Strutt.

Their participation went

Stuart Career Tech FFA President
Ricky Harmon. (Photos by: Kelly Mills,
GCCISD Agriculture Science Teacher
(Stuart FFA))

beyond a one-day volunteer
project. While developing the
chapter’s 20262027 Program
of Activities, the Stuart FFA
Officer Team selected Pooch-A-
Palooza as an opportunity to
support the FFA focus areas of
Human Resources, Citizen-
ship, and Stakeholder Engage-
ment.

By working alongside City
of Baytown staff and serving
community members, officers
put those goals into action

while strengthening local
partnerships and developing
leadership, teamwork, com-
munication, and citizenship
skills.

After the event, Stuart
FFA President Ricky Har-
mon thanked City of Bay-
town staff and shared the
chapter’s interest in pursuing
additional opportunities in-
volving Stuart FFA, Agricul-
ture Science students, and
the school’s animal, plant,
and environmental science
programs.

The Stuart FFA Officer
Team looks forward to con-
tinuing its partnership with
the City of Baytown and find-
ing new ways for FFA mem-
bers to live out the
organization’s commitment
to leadership, personal
growth, and community ser-
vice.

Sources: City of Baytown
2026 Pooch-A-Palooza event
information; Stuart FFA of-
ficer volunteer schedule and
post-event correspondence.

CROSBY SUPERINTENDENT'S MESSAGE

Crosby ISD Kicks Off Inaugural 6A
Season with Homecoming Festivities

Dear East Harris Coun-
ty Communities and Fam-
ilies,

And just like that, an-
other month is almost be-
hind us!

There is something spe-
cial about this time of year
in Crosby. The changing of
the season, the excitement
of Friday night football,
the return of familiar tra-
ditions, and the incredible
energy of our students and
community all remind us
of what makes Crosby ISD
such a special place to call
home.

This year, that excite-
ment carries a little more
significance as we begin a
new chapter in Crosby ISD
athletics. This is our inau-
gural season competing in
UIL 6A, and just this past
week, our Cougars took the
field as a 6A district pro-
gram for the first time.

Dr. Paula Patterson
Croshy Superintendent

We know this new clas-
sification brings new oppor-
tunities and new
challenges. We will com-
pete against larger schools,
larger enrollments, and
programs that have been
building at this level for
many years. But one thing
has not changed.

The field is still the same
size, and Cougar Pride is
still the same.

We are proud of our
students, our coaches, and
every person who helps
make Crosby athletics
possible. As we continue
through this season, we
will continue to learn,
grow, compete, and build.
Every game is an oppor-
tunity for our students to
represent themselves,
their families, their
schools, and this commu-
nity with pride.

This week, our Cougars
travel to take on CE King,
and then we return home
for one of the most antici-
pated traditions of the
year: Crosby Homecoming
on October 2.

Homecoming in Crosby
is about so much more
than a football game. It is
a time when our alumni

Continued. See CROSBY
SUPERINTENDENT, page 2
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NOTICE OF ELECTION FOR PUBLICATION

(AVISO DE ELECCIGN PARA PUBLICACION)
(THONG BAO BAU U BE CONG BO)
(RELE)

To the registered voters of Croshy Independent School District:

(A los votantes registrados en el Distrito Escolar Independiente de Crosby:)
(Giti cdc ik tri i dding ky cua Hoc khu D lap Croshy:)

(BB R ERNE TR R

Notice is hereby given that the polling places below will be open from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. on November 3, 2026 for

voting in a special election to consider the following:

(Por la presente se da aviso de que los lugares de votacidn a continuacidn estardn abiertos de 7:00 a.m. a 7:00 p.m. el 3

de noviembre de 2026 para votar en una eleccion especial para considerar las siguientes:)

(Théng bdo réing cdc dia diém b cif dudi day s& mé cika tir 7:00 sang dén 7:00 ti vio ngay 3 thang 11 ndm 2026 dé

bd phiéu trong mét cudc béu c déic biét xem xét cdc vén dé sau:)

{gggﬁ) LITREMERR 006 F11 A3 ARLTHEH LT Bl BARBNBHER LIZEUTE
E

PROPOSITION A: THIS IS A PROPERTY TAX INCREASE; the issuance of bonds in the amount of $98,280,000 for school
facilities, and the levy of taxes sufficient to pay the principal of and interest on the bonds.

(PROPOSICIGN A: ESTE ES UN AUMENTO DEL IMPUESTO A LA PROPIEDAD; la emisidn de honos por un monto de
598,280,000 para instalaciones escolares y la impasicidn de impuestos suficientes para pagar el capital y los intereses de
los bonos.)

(DE XUAT A: DAY LA KHOAN TANG THUE TAI SAN: viéc phdit hanh cing kho phiéu vdi s6 tién $98,280,000 cho cdc co's6
trieeing hoc va viéc thu thué dv dé trd tién géc va tién i cla cong khd phiéu.)

(EEN: B2 FEERBIIER | B17598,280,000 2BEEAFRERZMER THKELZHEERXLHF
S0, )

PROPQSITION B: THIS IS A PROPERTY TAX INCREASE; the issuance of bonds in the amount of $110,000,000 for a new
middle school, and the levy of taxes sufficient to pay the principal of and interest on the bonds.

[PROPOS.'CION B: ESTE ES UN AUMENTO DEL IMPUESTO A LA PROPIEDAD; la emisidn de bonos por un monto de
$110,000,000 para una nueva escuela media y la imposicion de impuestos suficientes para pagar el capital y los intereses
de los bonos.)

(BE XUAT B: DAY LA KHOAN TANG THUE A1 SAN; viéc phdt hanh cong khd phiéu vdi s6 tién $110,000,000 cho mdt
trieeing trung hoc co's& mdi va viéc thu thué dii dé tré tién géc va tién I6i cda cong khd phiéu.)

(1EE8: EE—HEERERIER | 17 5110000000 2BHEXFRFE-FHE, BHKELUZESA
ERFIEHHES)

Registered voters will be able to cast their election day ballots at any vote center identified on the County’s website;
vote centers in the District are:

(Los votantes registrados podrdn emitir sus boletas electorales el dia de las elecciones en cualquier centro de votacion
identificado en el sitio web del Condado; centros de votacion en el Distrito son:)

(Céic cti tri dd diing ky s€ co thé bd phiéu viio ngdy biu ci tai bt ky trung tdm bdu cit ndo durot xdc dinh trén trang web
et Quiin; cdc trung tm béu ctt trong Khu viee fd:)

(ERFEHERTZERIHL LETHFIRTODR TEEANER | EEANRETOE)

Charles R Drew Elementary School, Gym, 223 Red Oak Avenue, Crosby, TX 77532

Croshy Kindergarten Center, Cafeteria, 805 Runneburg Road, Croshy, TX 77532

Newport Elementary School, Gym, 430 North Diamondhead Boulevard, Croshy, TX 77532

Riley Chambers Community Center, Large Assembly Room, 808 1/2 Magnolia Avenue, Croshy, TX 77532
Stonebridge at Newport INC, Stonebridge Room, 16401 Country Club Drive, Crosby, TX 77532

For early voting, voters may vote at any of the locations on the County’s website at the following dates and times:
(Para la votacion anticipada, los electores pueden votar en cualguiera de los lugares indicados en el sitio web def
condado, en las siguientes fechas y horarios:)

(Pai vdi viéc b phiéu som, ct tri cd thé b phiéu tai bét ky dia diém ndo dugc liét ké trén trang web cla Quén vao cdc
ngay va gio' sau day:)

(RHIRR, ERAH FIIEMAGERERRRRL LG - HETRR)

October 19-24, 2026
(19-24 de Octubre de 2026)
(19-24 thang 10, 2026)
(2026 £10 F 19 AE 4
A)

7:00 am-7:00 pm

October 25, 2026

(25 de Octubre de 2026)
(25 thang 10 ndm 2026)
(2026 410 4 25 )

12:00 pm-7:00 pm

October 26-30, 2026

(26-30 de Octubre de 2026)
(26-30 thdng 10, 2026)
(2026 410 H 26 HE 30
A)

7:00 am-7:00 pm

main early voting location:
(sede principal de votacion anticipada:)

(VI TRI CHiNH:) (£ B E )
Harris County Attorney’s Office & Law Library, meeting room 109, 1019 Congress Avenue, Houston, TX 77002

District early voting location:

(Centro de votacion anticipada del Distrito:)

(Pia diém bé phiéu sém cla qudn:)

(BERARER:)

Croshy Community Center, Large Assembly Room/Room 104, 409 Hare Road, Crasby TX 77532

Anplications for voting by mail should be received no later than the close of business on October 23, 2026.

(Las solicitudes de votacion por correo deben ser recibidas a mds tardar al cierre de operaciones del October 23, 2026.)
(Bon ddng ky bd phiéu qua the cén durgc nhdn chdm nhét & vao gicr két thilc Idm viéc ngdy 23 thang 10 ndm 2026.)

(BIFREAZER 2006 10 F 23 A FHAEE, )

Applications should be sent to:
(Se deben enviar las solicitudes a:)
(H6 s xin ting tuyén cin durgc guki dén:)

(BERHFFE )

Teneshia Hudspeth, P.0. Box 1525, Houston, Texas 77251-1525; phone (teléfono) (dién thogi) (F4): (713) 274-8600;
fax (fax) (fox) ({2E): (713) 755-4983; and email (correo electrdnico) (email) ( EFEH): voters@vote.hctx.net.

Polling sites subject to change. (Los lugares de votacidn estdn sujetos @ cambios.) (Cdc diém b phiéu cd thé thay ddi) (%

FHETRERRE)

District’s website (sitio web del Distrito) (Trang web ctia qudn) (HEERT4H4): https:/fwww.crosbyisd.org/
County’s website (sitio web del Condado:) (Trang web ciia qudn) { EEA9#82): https://www.harrisvotes.com/

The homecoming spirit in a
new era of Cougar pride,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

return to the place that
helped shape them, when
our students fill the halls
with Cougar spirit, and
when our community
comes together to celebrate
the traditions that connect
generations of Cougars.

This year, we are excit-
ed to add a new tradition
to that celebration: 77532
Fest.

Beginning at 4 p.m. in
the Crosby High School
parking lot, 77532 Fest
will bring our community
together for an afternoon
of games, music, perfor-
mances, and fun. Most im-
portantly, it will shine a
light on the many stu-
dents, organizations, staff
members, families, and
community partners who
work behind the scenes to
make Friday Night Lights
possible.

Football may take cen-
ter stage, but it truly takes
a team.

Our cheerleaders, dance
team, band, JROTC, AV
students, yearbook staff,
athletic trainers, campus
teams, volunteers, fami-
lies, and so many others
each play an important
role in creating the expe-

rience our students and
community enjoy. Their
contributions matter, and
we want to celebrate them.

At 6 p.m., we will close
out 77532 Fest with a pa-
rade from Crosby High
School to Cougar Stadium.
Then, we invite everyone
to stay and cheer on our
Crosby Cougars as they
take on the Channelview
Falcons.

And, of course, no
Homecoming would be
complete without one of
our favorite traditions. At
halftime, we will crown our
newest Homecoming King
and Queen at the fifty-yard
line before continuing the
celebration under the
lights.

I hope you will join us.

Bring your family. Wear
your Cougar colors. Come
celebrate our students.
Come support our pro-
grams. Come home to
Crosby.

Our move to 6A is a re-
flection of the tremendous
growth taking place in our
community. Growth brings
change, but it also brings
opportunity. We have an
opportunity to continue
building strong programs,

developing our students,
strengthening our tradi-
tions, and creating some-
thing our entire
community can be proud of
for years to come.

We will continue to
build.

We will continue to
learn.

We will continue to
grow.

And we will continue to
compete.

Because this new chap-
ter is not about simply
stepping onto a bigger
stage. It is about showing
what Crosby ISD is capa-
ble of when our students,
staff, families, alumni, and
community come together
with a shared sense of pur-
pose.

New Classification. Big-
ger Competition. Same
Cougar Pride.

I look forward to seeing
you at 77532 Fest and un-
der the Friday night lights
as we celebrate our stu-
dents and this community
we are so fortunate to call
home.

With Pride and Grit,

Dr. Paula PattersonSu-
perintendent of
SchoolsCrosby ISD

o e 50.304
RN does (R 3-2006)

AGAINST the proposal: None
PRESENT and not voting: None
ABSENT: Suzanne Brann

Total tax rate (per $100 of valug)

Difference in rates per $100 of value

Tax on average residence homestead

Annual increase/decrease in taxes if
proposed tax rate is adopted (+-)
and percentage of increase (+/-)

Average appraised residence homestead value

General homestead exemptions available
(excluding 65 years of age or older or disabled person’s exemptions)

Average residence homestead taxable value

Water District

Notice of Public Hearing on Tax Rate

The HARRIS COUNTY MUNICIPAL UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 514 will hold a public hearing on a
proposed tax rate for the tax year 2026 on Tuesday, October 20, 2026 at 12:00 p.m. at 1300 Post Oak
Boulevard. Suite 2500, Houston, Texas 77056. Your individual taxes may increase at a greater or
lesser rate, or even decrease, depending on the tax rate that is adopted and on the change in the
taxable value of your property in relation to the change in taxable value of all other property. The
change in the taxable value of your property in relation to the change in the taxable value of all other
property determines the distribution of the tax burden among all property owners.

Visit Texas.gov/Property Taxes to find a link to your local property tax database on which you can
easily access information regarding your property taxes, including information about proposed tax rates
and scheduled public hearings of each entity that taxes your property.

FOR the proposal: Cody Christoph , Kelly Layne, Andrew Taylor

The following table compares taxes on an average residence homestead in this taxing unit last year to
taxes proposed on the average residence homestead this year.

Percentage increase/decrease in rates(+/-)

Last Year This Year
$1.50000/$100 $1.50000 /$100
Adopted Proposed
$0.00000/$100
0.00%
$0.00 $210,297.00
$0.00 $0.00
$0.00 $210,297.00
$0.00 $3,154.46
$3,154.46
0.00%

NOTICE OF TAXPAYERS’ RIGHT TO ELECTION TO REDUCE TAX RATE
If the district adopts a combined debt service, operation and maintenance, and contract tax rate that

would result in the taxes on the average residence homestead increasing by more than 8 percent, the
qualified voters of the district by petition may require that an election be held to determine whether to
reduce the operation and maintenance tax rate to the voter-approval tax rate under Section 49.23603,
Water Code.

*There were no residential homesteads on either January 01,2025, or January 01,2026, Therefore the tax that would have
been imposed on a residential homestead is $0.00. Due to this the tax election rate is not applicable for 2026 tax year,

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is calculated to limit the rate
of growth of property taxes in the state.

Should you have any questions conceming this notice, please contact the tax office at 261-482-0216.

For more information, visit our website:
comptroller.texas.govitaxes/property-tax

The Property Tax Assistance Division af the Texas Gomptroller of Public Accounts provides property tax
information and resources for taxpayers, local taxing entities, appraisal districts and appraisal review boards.
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Students, Education Foundation and indus

What began with a sim-
ple question from Barbers
Hill High School students
— “What if we could?” —
is now ready to bring
hands-on learning to stu-
dents across Barbers Hill
ISD.

The new BHISD STEM
Bus began as a cross-cur-
ricular project involving
BHHS Engineering and Ag
Mechanics students and
grew into a remarkable ex-
ample of what can happen
when student innovation,
perseverance and commu-
nity partnerships come to-
gether.

“This was a student-
driven project from the
very beginning,” said
BHHS CTE Coordinator
Kari Sager. “Our students
developed the concept and
created a detailed list of
the supplies and materials
they believed they would
need to turn a bus into a
mobile STEM learning en-
vironment.”

The concept was devel-
oped as part of an educa-
tion foundation grant
proposal and earned two
grants totaling $34,626,
but turning the students’
vision into reality would
prove to be a STEM lesson
of its own. The STEM Bus
was unveiled on Sept. 22,
2026.

Solving Real-World
Problems

During the first year,
students faced their first
major challenge: finding a
bus that fit within the
project’s budget.

After weeks of search-
ing, the solution came from
within the district. The
BHISD Transportation
Department donated a bus
to the project.

With the bus secured,
another challenge quickly
emerged — accessibility.

The project required the
installation of a wheel-
chair lift, but finding a
company willing and able
to complete the specialized
work proved difficult.

That changed when Ted
Keller with Targa asked
Sager a straightforward
question: “What do you
need help with on the
STEM Bus?”

Sager told him about
the wheelchair-lift chal-
lenge.

Targa and Ryan
Fitzgerald with Trux
stepped forward to help
make it happen. More im-
portantly, Trux invited
BHHS Engineering and Ag
Mechanics students to its
facility, where students
were able to provide input
on the layout of the lift.

The students weren’t
simply watching profes-
sionals solve the problem.
They were part of the pro-
cess.

Industry Partners Step
Up

When the bus returned
with its new lift, students
began redesigning the in-
terior during the project’s
second year.

Once again, they en-
countered the kind of chal-
lenge that can’t always be
anticipated on paper. The
students realized the scope
of converting an entire bus
into a mobile classroom
was greater than they
could complete on their

ﬂm 50-304
K (e 32006)

AGAINST the proposal: None
PRESENT and not voting: None
ABSENT: None

Water District

Notice of Public Hearing on Tax Rate

The NEWPORT MUNICIPAL UTILITY DISTRICT DEFINED AREA NO. 2 will hold a public hearing on a
proposed tax rate for the tax year 2026 on Thursday, October 15, 2026 at 4:30 P.M. at 16401 Country
Club Drive, Croshy, Texas 77532. Your individual taxes may increase at a greater or lesser rate, or
even decrease, depending on the tax rate that is adopted and on the change in the taxable value of
your property in relafion to the change in taxable value of all other property. The change in the taxable
value of your property in relation to the change in the taxable value of all other property determines the
distribution of the tax burden among all property owners.

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax database on which you can easily
access information regarding your property taxes, including information about proposed tax rates and
scheduled public hearings of each entity that taxes your property.

FOR the proposal: Brandon Lankford, DeLonne L Johnson, Deborah Florus, R. Gary Hasse

The following table compares taxes on an average residence homestead in this taxing unit last year to
taxes proposed on the average residence homestead this year.

own.

Another industry part-
ner soon provided the so-
lution.

ExxonMobil awarded
BHISD a $50,000 grant for
STEM education, and after
discussions about the re-
maining work, completing
the STEM Bus was identi-
fied as an opportunity to
put those funds directly
toward student learning.

The district was then
able to bring in Joe Paneitz
with AHA Education to

1y bring ST

help complete the interior.

One final piece re-
mained: transforming the
exterior so that the bus
looked every bit as exciting
as the learning environ-
ment inside.

Targa stepped forward
again, funding the wrap
that gave the STEM Bus
its distinctive new appear-
ance.

A student idea had offi-
cially become a mobile
classroom.

“This STEM Bus is a
powerful example of what
can happen when our Ed-
ucation Foundation brings
together our schools, com-
munity and industry part-
ners for the benefit of
Barbers Hill students,”
said Superintendent Dr.
Greg Poole. “The Founda-
tion exists to build those
partnerships and provide
the resources that turn in-
novative ideas into mean-
ingful opportunities for
students. The STEM Bus
is aremarkable example of
that mission in action and
a testament to the Barbers
Hill mantra: ‘We Can. We
Will.”

The Adventure Begins

Completing the bus isn’t
the end of the story. It’s
where the adventure be-
gins.

The STEM Bus will
travel throughout Barbers
Hill ISD, giving students

EM bus to life

across the district opportu-
nities to experience hands-
on science, technology,
engineering and mathe-
matics activities that may
not always be possible in-
side a traditional class-
room.

Elementary, intermedi-
ate, middle school and high
school students will have
opportunities to climb
aboard, explore, experi-
ment, create and discover.

Sager hopes stepping
aboard will capture some
of the excitement genera-
tions of children experi-
enced watching The Magic
School Bus — the anticipa-
tion of wondering, “Where
are we going today, and
what are we going to dis-
cover?”

Except this time, the
adventure is real.

Just as importantly, the
bus itself will serve as a
lesson for students.

The BHHS students
who helped create it
learned that real-world
problems don’t always
come with easy answers.
They had to design, collab-
orate, communicate, prob-
lem-solve and persevere.

When they didn’t have
the answer, they learned to
find someone who could
help them discover it.

Last Year This Year
Total tax rate (per §100 of value) $0.74220 /3100 $0.68599 /$100
Adopted Proposed
Difference in rates per $100 of value $-0.05621/$100
Percentage increase/decrease in rates(+/-) -1.57%
Average appraised residence homestead value $0.00 $295,954.00
General homestead exemptions available $0.00 $0.00
(excluding 65 years of age or older or disabled person’s exemptions)
Average residence homestead taxable value $0.00 $295,954.00
Tax on average residence homestead $0.00 $2,030.21
Annual increase/decrease in taxes if
proposed tax rate is adopted (+-) $2,030.21
and percentage of increase (+/-) 0.00%

NOTICE OF TAXPAYERS' RIGHT TO ELECTION TO REDUCE TAX RATE
If the district adopts a combined debt service, operation and maintenance, and contract tax rate that
would result in the taxes on the average residence homestead increasing by more than 8 percent, the
qualified voters of the district by pefition may require that an election be held to determine whether to
reduce the operation and maintenance tax rate to the voter-approval tax rate under Section 49.23603,
Water Code.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is calculated to
limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

Should you have any questions conceming this notice, please contact the tax office at 281-482-0216.

For more information, visit our website:
comptroller.texas.gov/taxes/property-tax

The Property Tax Assistance Division at the Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts provides property tax
information and resources for taxpayers, local taxing entities, appraisal districts and appraisal review boards.
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* OPINION PAGE *

The lynching epidemic that wasn't

ven paranoiacs have enemies, they say,

but sometimes they are just paranoid.

Rep. Ayanna Pressley, a founding mem-
ber of the Squad, organized 59 fellow Democrats
to co-sign a letter demanding a federal investiga-
tion of a spate of supposed lynchings that never
happened.

The document pronounced its signatories “ex-
tremely alarmed by reports of Black people found
hanging from trees in numerous states through-
out our country.” “The series of deaths,” the letter
continues, “raises significant suspicion of foul play
given the role of lynching in our nation’s history.”
Pressley and her colleagues call for a federal in-
vestigation of every hanging death of a black per-
son in the U.S., and insist that “inaction by the
federal government is tantamount to complicity.”
The letter deems all of this “a national crisis.”

In a post on X, Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez

said how proud she was to sign the missive. She
noted that “this year, there have already been 10
reported hangings of Black people in the U.S.,”
and how we must “address these widespread mod-
ern-day lynchings and put a stop to this racial ter-
ror.”
It apparently didn’t occur to AOC or any of the
other signers to do Google searches of local news
stories about the hangings. If they had, they would
have learned that most of them were acts of sui-
cide — awful in their own right, but not evidence
that we are once again living in the Deep South
circa 1892. These news stories invariably recount
how the local police have concluded a person found
hanging on a tree died by suicide — as well as all
the speculation on social media that something
more insidious must have been at play.

In one horrifying case, a young African-Ameri-
can woman was found hanging from a tree out-
side an abandoned house in Jackson, Mississippi,
and her death was indeed ruled a murder. A CNN
report several days ago related the heightened
scrutiny around the crime given “Mississippi’s long
history of racial violence involving hangings.” The
police have now arrested a 51-year-old suspect and
charged him with murder, although he doesn’t ad-
vance the narrative of the Pressley letter — since
he, too, is African American.

According to Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention figures, more than 11,000 people in the
United States died by suicide by hanging or a re-
lated means in 2024 — or, on average, more than
30 a day. Hundreds of these people were African
Americans. In this context, a handful of black sui-
cides by hanging occurring outdoors over the
course of half a year or more wouldn’t necessarily
be shocking.

The will to believe the worst, though, is very
strong among the people who signed the Pressley
letter. They are perpetually convinced that the
KKK is on the verge of riding again and making
the U.S. the equivalent of the Reconstruction-era
South.

One line in the Pressley letter says that black
people have been found hanging from trees in plac-
es as dispersed as “Mississippi, Michigan and New
York.” The geographic randomness suggests a
widely dispersed social phenomenon; the signato-
ries conclude instead that there are racist mur-
derers seeded throughout the country, all carrying
out brutal, symbolically resonant killings.

This is a terrible thing to believe of one’s own
country — not just of its people, but of all the law-
enforcement authorities who must be suppress-
ing evidence of systematic racial violence. No
matter. The Squad and its ilk have a dim view of
the United States and — as racial obsessives who
consider themselves fearless crusaders for justice
— must find great emotional satisfaction in the
notion that they are fighting the same battle as,
say, the legendary scourge of lynching Ida B.
Wells.

Wells, though, didn’t have to make up outrag-
es, whereas the current crowd tends to give cre-
dence to every story based on a fake noose or a
hate-crime hoax. Pressley and Co. clearly hoped
to stir up a social panic, but the weakness and
irrationality of their argument serve only to un-
derline their own profound and disturbing racial
paranoia.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.

(c) 2026 by King Features Synd., Inc.SUB
HEADLINE: Lynching Claims Face Scrutiny

EDITOR’S NOTE: Opinions expressed here are not
necessarily that of this newspaper or its staff. YOUR
OPINION is welcome. Send a letter for possible
publication to Grafikpress Newspapers, 5832 Star Lane,
Houston TX 77057 or an email to
GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com. Please limit your words to
about 200. Letters will be subject to editing. Thank you.

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS

By Gary Borders

Medicaid funding restored to Texas hospitals

Nearly $12 billion in
Medicaid funding to Texas
hospitals will be restored
after a nearly year-long
stalemate between the
state and the federal gov-
ernment ended, the Texas
Standard reported.

Gov. Greg Abbott hailed
the end to the impasse.

“This funding is a major
victory for Texas patients,”
Abbott said in a statement.
“It authorizes nearly $12
billion for hospitals, physi-
cians, rural clinics, nursing
facilities, and behavioral
health providers that serve
patients in every region of
our state.”

The funds were halted
on Sept. 1, with some hos-
pitals losing as much as
$27 million a day in Med-
icaid funding. The fund as-
sists hospitals in closing
the gap between what
Medicaid pays them and
actual costs incurred for
treating low-income Tex-
ans.

The dispute began last
year over concerns about
how the state raises more
than $4.2 billion in taxes to
access those federal funds.
Abbott had previously re-
ferred to the holdup as an
economic “gun to the head.”

CORNYN, ROVE AMONG
THOSE CONDEMNING
FRENCH'’S POST

U.S. Sen. John Cornyn
denounced GOP Railroad
Commission nominee Bo
French after he disparaged
the racial diversity of fans
shown celebrating the Uni-
versity of Texas team’s
comeback win over top-
ranked Ohio State, The
Dallas Morning News re-
ported.

French, a former Tar-
rant County Republican
Party chair, has doubled
down on his remarks. The
nominee has repeatedly
faced backlash for posts
targeting racial and reli-
gious groups, often decry-
ing an influx of
“foreigners.”

Meanwhile, longtime
GOP political consultant
Karl Rove said he would
vote for Democrat Jon
Rosenthal for railroad com-
missioner, only the second
Democrat he has voted for.
In an op-ed for The Wall

Street Journal, he called
French’s post “raw, uncut
bigotry.”

Cornyn was later joined
by House Speaker Dustin
Burrows and Republican
state Reps. Jeff Leach and
Lacey Hull in criticizing
French.

PATRICK INTERVENES IN
ERCOT CHIEF'S NEW
CONTRACT

A multimillion-dollar
contract extension for Pab-
lo Vegas, the CEO of the
Electric Reliability Council
of Texas, was put on hold
after Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick
called the amount “shock-
ing,” the San Antonio Ex-
press-News reported.

The six-year contract
approved last week by the
ERCOT board would pro-
vide Vegas with a base sal-
ary of $1.16 million. With
potential performance in-
centives and other benefits,
the total annual compensa-
tion could approach $6.5
million. Patrick took to X
to express his displeasure.

“During a time of in-
creasing utility costs, this
is not the time to give the
CEO of ERCOT a multi-
million-dollar pay raise on
the backs of ratepayers,” he
posted. “I am against this
increase, and I think the
legislature will agree that
the amount is shocking.”

Hours later, the grid op-
erator’s board put the deal
on hold. State rules require
the Public Utility Commis-
sion, which oversees ER-
COT, to approve Vegas’
compensation.

LAWMAKER THREATENS TO
ABOLISH RRC OVER PUBLIC
COMMENT SPAT

The head of the House
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oversight committee for the
Texas Railroad Commis-
sion threatened to abolish
the agency after Commis-
sioner Wayne Christian re-
fused to appear at a
hearing, The News report-
ed. He had been called to
testify in response to the
commission’s recent deci-
sion to eliminate public
comment from its meet-
ings.

Christian notified the
committee’s head, state
Rep. Drew Darby, R-San
Angelo, that a prior com-
mitment precluded him
from attending. Darby was
not happy with Christian’s
response.

“A sitting commissioner
absconding from his agen-
cy’s oversight hearing is
nothing more than a mock-
ery of the Texas Legisla-
ture and the legislative
process,” he said. He noted
the Legislature could abol-
ish the commission with a
simple majority vote.

“The Legislature giveth
and it taketh. That is not a
threat. It is a fact,” Darby
said. Christian called Dar-
by’s comments “an attack
on democracy.”

The commission decided
in a split vote last August
to remove public comment
from its regular meetings.
In its place, the staff would
host “listening sessions.”

CRUZ FORGES AHEAD WITH
COLLEGE SPORTS BILL

Despite being loudly
booed during an ESPN
“GameDay” interview at
DKR stadium before the
UT-Ohio State game, U.S.
Sen. Ted Cruz said he is
pushing forward with his
bill to limit player trans-
fers and endorsement
deals, a measure he pre-
dicts will pass the Senate.

The News reported Cruz
argues his legislation is
needed to bring order to a
chaotic environment.

“It cracks down on a
booster in a back alley with
abag of cash and it ensures
the system can remain
competitive and vibrant,”
Cruz said.

The measure would al-
low athletes one “free”
transfer during their colle-
giate careers. It would
place limits on any addi-
tional transfers, with ex-
ceptions for circumstances
such as a coach leaving or
an athletic program being
terminated. Cruz said it
has been endorsed by 24
conferences and profes-
sional sports leagues
across several sports.

Opponents of the bill say
the talk of “chaos” is exag-
gerated and is being used
to infringe on the rights of
student-athletes while fi-
nancially benefiting
schools, conferences and
business interests connect-
ed to college sports.

Gary Borders is a veter-
an award-winning Texas
Jjournalist. He published a
number of community
newspapers in Texas dur-
ing a 30-year span, includ-
ing in Longview, Fort
Stockton, Nacogdoches,
Lufkin and Cedar Park.
Email:

gborders@texaspress.com.
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THE

POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

Face to Face

I was driving back to my lit-
tle motel after my first two talks
of the week.

Earlier this year, I attended
a national conference for librar-
ians. My publisher wanted me to
be there to sign free books, and I
have never in my life seen peo-
ple so excited to get a free book
as those librarians.

I signed, “I love librarians!”
on every book, except for a cou-
ple which I signed, “I love library
administrators!” and “I love li-
brary assistants!” because I love
everyone who has anything to do
with keeping a library going.

So when I was asked if I'd
drive up to the northwest corner
of Minnesota and speak at a li-
brary, I said, “Absolutely!” Then
they asked if I'd mind being up
there for more than a day. “Not
a problem!” I answered without
hesitation. Then they sent me a
schedule that showed me speak-
ing at eight libraries in four days,
most of them more than an
hour’s drive apart.

That’s when I started to won-
der if I was a little too enthusi-
astic.

But I love libraries and li-
brary patrons, and librarians, so
I said I'd come. I rented a room
in a little mom-and-pop-style
motel on a lake that had a com-
plete kitchen, so I wouldn’t have
to look for a restaurant after do-
ing all that talking and driving,
and headed out the next morn-
ing.

Writers have always read
their stuff aloud. The oldest sto-
ries in the world were preserved
because people recited them un-
til writing showed up and they
could finally write them down.
Charles Dickens and Mark
Twain read their works all over
the country, and many writers
still do today. And while I am no
Dickens or Twain, I can see the
value of reading and speaking to
a live audience. Writers who
read their work aloud write sen-
tences that sound like they
should be read aloud. The two
skills go hand in hand.

But it has made for some long
days.

Driving home on Tuesday
night, I drove through a patch of
deep woods. There were very few
cars on the road and a lot of deer.
I drove slowly and counted five
deer either crossing the road in
front of me or standing, undecid-
ed, on the shoulder, looking like
they might make a dash for it.
Then I saw a giant furry rump
heading off the road and into the
ditch, and knew the only thing
that big was a black bear.

But the worst was just before
I made it back to my motel, when
a whole family of raccoons came
marching out across the high-
way. I hit the brakes and was
sure I was going to hit at least
one of them. The car slammed to
a stop. My purse and the stool I
brought with me and the muffin
I was eating all flew to the
ground, and I stopped a few feet
in front of the last raccoon in the
line.

The raccoon also stopped. He
squinted into my headlights.
“What the heck do you think
you're doing?!” he seemed to ask.

And I had to admit, I wasn’t
entirely sure.

But the next day, when I
spoke at yet another library, and
someone told me how much my
presentation meant to them, I re-
membered.

Sitting at my desk is all well
and good. But nothing can com-
pare to talking to the people who
read the books—face to face.

“Thank you,” I said, again
and again—that day and the
next day and the day after that.
“Thank you for this opportuni-

ty-”

Till next time,

Carrie

To see photos, check out Car-
rieClassonAuthor on Facebook
or visit CarrieClasson.com.
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SEASON FOOTBALL WEEK 5

Texans host Cowboys in Texas shootout:
Ohio State faces another tough road game at lowa

Week 4 in the NFL brings us a
Lone Star showdown as the
Cowhoys head to Houston to take
on the Texans.

Both teams have struggled out
of the gate as the Texans dropped
their first two games and the
Cowboys split with the Giants and
Commanders.

This should be an interesting
matchup as Dallas’ high-powered
offense takes on a Texans defense
that has yet to assert itself thus far.

DeMeco Ryans’ team needs to
get it going, or they could be left
behind in an AFC that is loaded
with good teams.

There are a number of other
interesting games on the Week 4
schedule as AFC South rival
Jacksonville visits Cincinnati, while
the LA Rams head east to take on
the Eagles.

There’s a big one in the AFC
East as New England visits Buffalo,
while Denver visits a 49ers team
that has looked very solid in its
first two games.

The defending Super Bowl
champs, the Seattle Seahawks, host
one of the Los Angeles Chargers,
who have been one of the biggest
disappointments in the first month
of the season. Jim Harbaugh'’s
dropped back-to-back home games
to Arizona and Las Vegas, not
exactly the cream of the NFL crop.

There’s an interesting one on
Sunday Night Football as Detroit
visits Carolina, in what could turn
into an offensive shootout.

The college schedule is so-so
this week, with the best two games
coming in the SEC and Blg 10. No.
8-ranked Alabama visits a
Mississippi State team that won its
first three games by averaging 47
points per game and has an
electrifying QB in Kamario Taylor.
You had better believe that the
cowbells will be loud and proud in
Starkville on Saturday.

In the Big 10, No. 7-ranked Ohio
State visits No. 17-ranked lowa in a
game that yours truly will be
attending. The Hawkeyes appear to
have an offense that can cause
problems this season for other
teams. I'm definitely looking
forward to being at Kinnick
Stadium for this one.

There’s a good one in the SEC
as No. 21-ranked Florida visits No.
19-ranked Missouri.

In District 14-6A play,
MacArthur and Eisenhower meet
on Thursday night at Thorne
Stadium, while on Friday Nimitz

wO
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By
MIKE KEENEY

hosts Dekaney and on Saturday,
Davis and Aldine do battle in
Thorne Stadium.

Before we take a look at this
weekend’s games, let’s review last
week’s record. Another 10-2 week
upped the record to 28-6 (82%).
Now, onto this weekend’s games.

NCAA

Alabama at Mississippi State -
No. 8 Alabama heads to Starkville
to take on a MSU team that has
been one of THE surprise teams
thus far this season winning their
first three games and averaging 47
points along the way. The Bulldogs
are led by dual-threat QB Kamario
Taylor (822 passing yards, 11 TDs/
178 rushing yards, 1 TD), running
back Fluff Bothwell (280 yards, 2
TDs) and wide receiver Zion Ragins
(8 receptions, 159 yards, 3 TDs).
This will definitely be MSU’s
biggest test to date as they face a
Crimson Tide team that has been
rolling on offense behind sophomore
QB Keelon Russell (764 passing
yards, 4 TDs/133 rushing yards, 2
TDs), running hack Daniel Hill (210
yards, 3 TDs) and wideout Ryan
Coleman-Williams (12 receptions,
235 yards, 1 TD). Look for the
‘Bama defense to turn up the heat
on Kamario in this one as Kalen
DeBoer’s team picks up a big road
win a week before their showdown
with No. 2-ranked Georgia. My pick,
Alabama 27, Mississippi State 17

Florida at Missouri - No. 21-
ranked Florida visits No. 19-ranked
Missouri in a key SEC game for
both teams. The Gators have been
another surprise team as they too
won their first three games behind
an explosive offense, led by former
Mizzu QB Aaron Philo (721 yards, 6
TDs), running back Jordan Baugh
(488 yards, 8 TDs) and productive
wide receivers Vernell Brown I1I (14
receptions, 246 yards, 2 TDs) and
Dallas Wilson (12 receptions, 225
yards, 2 TDs). The Tigers can score
as well led by QB Austin Simmons
(635 yards, 8 TDs), running back
Jamal Roberts (300 yards, 3 TDs)
and wideouts Darivan Olugbade (17

receptions, 268 yards, 4 TDs) and
Cayden Lee (14 receptions, 230
yards, 2 TDs). The Tigers might get
star running back Ahmad Harvey
back for this game and that would
be bad news for the Gators. My
pick, Missouri 31, Florida 27

Ohio State at Iowa - No. 7-
ranked Ohio State has a tough road
test on Saturday when they take on
No. 17-ranked Iowa. After their
Week 2 loss at Texas, OSU head
coach Ryan Day knows there is
little room for error from here on
out if they want to keep their
College Football Playoff hopes alive.
The Buckeyes will be facing a stout
Hawkeyes defense that allowed 13
points in their first three games.
That unit will get its first real test
on Saturday when they face a
loaded OSU offense led by QB
Julian Sayin (839 yards, 6 TDs),
running back Bo Jackson (230
yards, 2 TDs) and star wide receiver
Jeremiah Smith (21 receptions, 400
yards, 3 TDs). Iowa has some
offensive weapons as well led by QB
Hank Brown (473 yards, 3 TDs),
running backs Kamari Moulton
(240 yards, 2 TDs) and Xavier
Williams (163 yards, 3 TDs) and
wide receiver Tony Diaz (17
receptions, 201 yards, 1 TD). I think
Towa hangs around in this one, but
look for Sayin and Smith to hook up
on a big play late to save the day for
the Buckeyes. My pick, Ohio State
26, lowa 23

NFL

Dallas at Houston - The Battle
of the Lone Star State takes place
at NRG Stadium at noon on Sunday
on FOX as the Cowboys visit the
Texans. Houston dropped its first
two games of the season and needs
to sort things out on offense after
they were held to six points two
weeks ago against the Bengals. This
might be the week QB C.J. Stroud
(627 yards, 2 TDs) and Co. get
rolling on offense as they will face a
Dallas defense that has had its
issues in the first two weeks.
Stroud will probably be without his
top weapon as wide receiver Nico

Collins is recovering from yet
another hamstring injury. It seems
Collins is hurt every year. If Collins
is out, Houston will need the team’s
other receivers, along with tight
end Dalton Schultz (16 receptions,
173 yards) and running back David
Montgomery (70 yards, 3 TDs) to
pick up the slack. The Houston
defense will have its hands full with
QB Dak Prescott (454 yards, 6 TDs),
running back Javonte Williams (71
yards, 2 total TDs) and wideout
CeeDee Lamb (13 receptions, 197
yards, 3 TDs). I think the Texans
continue to struggle on offense as
the Cowboys pick up a big road win.
My pick, Dallas 31, Houston 23

Jacksonville at Cincinnati - A
good one in the AFC pits the
Jaguars against the Bengals.
Jacksonville split their first two
games, while Cinci won their first
two behind QB Joe Burrow (461
yards, 3 TDs), running back Chase
Brown (136 yards, 1 TD) and
wideouts Ja'Marr Chase (9
receptions, 87 yards, 2 TDs) and Tee
Higgins (8 receptions, 154 yards).
Jags QB Trevor Lawrence (434
yards, 4 TDs) will face a much
improved Bengals defense, which
means he must protect the ball and
make plays to wide receiver Parker
Washington (12 receptions, 181
yards, 1 TD). Look for the good
times to continue in the Queen City
as Burrow leads the Bengals to
another early-season win. My pick,
Cincinnati 26, Jacksonville 18

Los Angeles Rams at
Philadelphia - This should be a good
one as the Rams head east to take
on an Eagles team that won its first
two games. Two weeks ago, the
Rams picked up their first win of
the season with a commanding 28-6
win over the Giants. QB Matthew
Stafford (482 yards, 4 TDs) tossed
four TDs in that game and it could
get him going for more big things to
come. He has plenty of help on
offense with running back Kyren
Williams (126 yards, 2 total TDs)
and wideouts Puca Nacua and
Davaante Adams (11 receptions,

221 yards, 2 TDs). Nacua missed
the NY game, but should be back
for this one. The Eagles will go as
far as QB Jalen Hurts (467 yards
passing 5 TDs/62 yards rushing)
takes them. They need to get
running back Saquon Barkley (92
yards) going. Barkley missed most
of the Tennessee game two weeks
ago with a shoulder stinger, but
should be ready to go in this one.
Hurts has has found success
throwing to wide receiver DeVonta
Smith (13 receptions, 1 TD). My
pick, Los Angeles Rams 24,
Philadelphia 20

New England at Buffalo - A big
one in the AFC East as the
defending division champs visit the
Bills on Sunday. Two weeks ago,
Mike Vrabel's team road its defense
to a 20-3 thumping at home over
the Steelers, while Josh Allen (582
passing yards, 5 TDs/92 rushing
yards, 4 TDs) led the Bills to a 41-
31 win over Detroit. Look for NE
QB Drake Maye (386 yards, 1 TD)
to attack a suspect Buffalo defense
and will rely on running backs
Rhamadre Stevenson (94 yards)
and TreVeon Henderson (76 yards,
1TD) to get things done on the
ground to open up the passing game
for Maye. Allen is not a one-man
offense. He has a solid running back
in James Cook (192 yards, 1 TD), a
solid tight end in Dalton Kincaid
(12 receptions, 225 yards, 1 TD) and
a big-play wideout in DJ Moore.
Look for the Bills to send a message
to the Patriots that they are the
team to beat in the AFC East this
year. My pick, Buffalo 34, New
England 23

Denver at San Francisco - The
Broncos visit the 49ers on Sunday
looking for a big road win. Two
weeks ago, the Broncos picked up
their first win of the season with a
home win over the Jaguars, while
the 49ers improved to 2-0 with a 35-
6 thumping of the woeful Dolphins.
Denver will need a big game from
QB Bo Nix (419 yards, 2 TDs),
running back Jonah Coleman (39
yards) and wide receiver Jalen

Waddle (9 receptions, 140 yards).
The 49ers have some offensive
firepower as well led by QB Brock
Purdy (492 yards, 5 TDs), running
back Christian McCaffrey (91
rushing yards, 2 TDs/9 receptions,
75 yard) and wideout Mike Evans
(9 receptions, 103 yards, 1 TD).
Look for the 49ers to continue their
hot start with a win on Sunday. My
pick, San Francisco 26, Denver 22

Los Angeles Chargers at Seattle
- The Chargers have been one of the
biggest disappointments in the
early going losing back-to-back
home games to Arizona and Las
Vegas, while Seattle has looked
solid with wins over the Patriots
and Cardinals. Seattle has been
getting it done with backup QB
Drew Lock (422 yards, 4 TDs),
rookie running back Jadarian Price
(104 yards) and star wide receiver
Jaxon Smith-Njigba (17 receptions,
277 yards, 4 TDs). LA QB Justin
Herbert (401 yards, 2 TDs/3
interceptions) will be facing one of
the best defenses in football and I
expect that unit will make things
miserable for Herbert come Sunday.
My pick, Seattle 31, Los Angeles
Chargers 20

Detroit at Carolina - The Lions
and Panthers meet on Sunday
Night Football in what could be an
offensive shootout. Detroit has a
load of weapons on offense led by
QB Jared Goff (533 yards, 6 TDs),
running back Jahmyr Gibbs (208
rushing yards, 2 TDs/11 receptions,
91 yards, 1 TD), wide receiver
Amon-Ra St. Brown (19 receptions,
208 yards, 4 TDs) and tight end
Sam LaPorta (11 receptions, 109
yards, 1 TD). The Panthers are led
by QB Bryce Young (648 yards, 6
TDs), running back Chubba
Hubbard (102 yards, 1 TD) and
wideouts Jalen Coker (16
receptions, 207 yards, 2 TDs) and
Tetairoa McMillian (10 receptions,
176 yards). This one could come
down to the final possession and
look for Gibbs to be the difference
maker as the Lions pick up a nice
road win. My pick, Detroit 34,
Carolina 31

Highlands Seniors take to
chair Volleyball,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Whether they won or lost,
seniors had an opportuni-
ty to remain active, social-
ize and enjoy time
together.

Mini Chair volleyball
can provide seniors with a
low-impact way to incorpo-
rate physical movement
into their routines while
also encouraging social in-
teraction and mental en-
gagement. Activities such

as these can help promote
an active lifestyle and pro-
vide opportunities for se-
niors to build friendships
within the community.

The enthusiasm from
participants has already
sparked interest in holding
another tournament, po-
tentially making the event
anew tradition at the com-
munity center.

Chair Volleyball is held
every Monday and Fri-
day at 10:30 a.m. at the
San Jacinto Communi-
ty Center. Seniors in the
community are invited to
participate and enjoy the
exercise, fellowship and
friendly competition.
(Source; San Jacinto Com-
munity Center Facebook

page)

TRIKIET NGUYEN

To all persons claiming an interest in: 1997-21"-D&C INC-DAC00128A797-1997-
250HP-YAMAHA-S250TXRV-61AUL100496

Apply to SCDNR for title on watercraft/outboard motor. If you any claim to the
watercraft/outboard motor, contact SCONR at (803) 734-3699. Upon thirty days of the
last advertisement if no claim of interest is made and the watercraft/outboard motor has
not been reported stolen, SCDNR shall issue clear title.
Case No: 20240827980602.

STAR-COURIER FOOTBALL
SCORES/SCHEDULES

LAST WEEK'S SCORES

C. E. King 45, Crosby 3

Memorial 0

Barbers Hill 65, Clear Creek 13
Baytown Sterling 35, Galveston Ball 20
Dayton 41, Baytown Lee 20

Liberty 29, Huffman Hargrave 28
Port Arthur Memorial 23, Goose Creek

THIS WEEK'’S SCHEDULE

THURSDAY, OCT. 1

FRIDAY, OCT. 2

Barbers Hill at Clear Brook, 6:30 p.m., CCISD Challenger Columbia Stadium

Baytown Lee at Nederland, 7 p.m., Bulldog Stadium
Crosby vs. Channelview, 7 p.m., Cougar Stadium
Goose Creek Memorial at Baytown Sterling, 7 p.m., Stallworth Stadium

Huffman Hargrave vs. Little Cypress-Mauriceville, 7:30 p.m., Falcon Stadium

Current and Back Issues are available on our
website: www.starcouriernews.com
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Houston Methodist Baytown
Hospital recognized as 2026

top performer by Vizient,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

mined by the quality of pa-
tient care in six areas: safe-
ty, mortality, effectiveness,
efficiency, patient cen-
teredness and variation of
care. This year’s results
are as follows:

-Houston Methodist
Hospital — Ranked No. 3
out of 122, Comprehensive
Academic Medical Centers

-Houston Methodist
Willowbrook Hospital —
Ranked No. 1 out of 225,
Large, Specialized Com-
plex Care Medical Centers

-Complex Care Medical
Centers cohort (out of 238
hospitals):

-Houston Methodist
Baytown Hospital —
Ranked No. 1

-Houston Methodist
West Hospital — Ranked
No. 2

-Houston Methodist Cy-
press Hospital — Ranked

-Houston Methodist The
Woodlands Hospital —
Ranked No. 4

-Houston Methodist
Sugar Land Hospital —
Ranked No. 10

-Houston Methodist
Clear Lake Hospital —
Ranked No. 4 out of 280,
Community Hospitals

“We are deeply honored
to receive this recognition
from Vizient, which af-
firms our commitment to
providing safe, patient-
centered,” said Adrienne
Joseph, CEO of Houston
Methodist Baytown Hospi-
tal and senior vice presi-
dent of Houston
Methodist. “This achieve-
ment belongs to our entire
team, whose dedication to
excellence and compassion
helps ensure our patients
receive the highest level of
care.”

Baytown shooting
leaves father dead,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

scene. His daughter, who is
in her late teens, was flown
by LifeFlight to Memorial

Hermann Hospital. Author-
ities said she was in serious
or critical condition and
underwent surgery.

Investigators said the
shooter fled the scene after
firing at both victims. Au-
thorities have not identified
a suspect or determined a
motive.

A third man was inside
the home when the shoot-
ing occurred, but deputies
said he was not directly in-
volved and is not consid-
ered a suspect.

Authorities secured the
crime scene surrounding
several mobile homes along
Redell Road. Deputies also
marked a trailer and a pick-
up truck as part of the in-
vestigation.

Homicide detectives and

Adrienne Joseph, CEO of Houston Methodist Baytown
Hospital and senior vice president of Houston Methodist.

crime-scene investigators
responded to the location.
The investigation remains

. |
LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that Original Letters
Testamentary for Docket No. 544773,;
Estate of JAMES MELVIN STEPHENSON
Deceased; In Probate Court No. 5 of Harris
County, Texas, were issued on
SEPTEMBER 9, 2026 to:

TRECEY RAE STEPHENSON

The residence address of the
administrator is in Harris County, Texas.
The mailing address is:

c/o Weston Cotten
1500 E. Walllisville Road
Highlands, TX 77562

All persons having claims against this
Estate which is currently being
administered are required to present them
within the time and in the manner
prescribed by law.

Dated this SEPTEMBER 16, 2026

Dot

by WESTON COTTESN

No. 3

ongoing. Attorney for the Estate

BE wsaw
Water District
Notice of Public Hearing on Tax Rate

The NEWPORT MUNICIPAL UTILITY DISTRICT will hold a public hearing on a proposed tax rate for
the tax year 2026 on Thursday, October 15, 2026 at 4:30 P.M. at 16401 Country Club Drive, Crosby,
TX 77532. Your individual taxes may increase at a greater or lesser rate, or even decrease, depending
on the tax rate that is adopted and on the change in the taxable value of your property in relation to the
change in taxable value of all other property. The change in the taxable value of your property in
relation to the change in the taxable value of all other property determines the distribution of the tax
hurden among all property owners.

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax database on which you can easily
access information regarding your property taxes, including information about proposed tax rates and
scheduled public hearings of each entity that taxes your property.

FOR the proposal: DelLonne L Johnson, Deborah Florus, R. Gary Hasse, Brandon Lankford
AGAINST the proposal: None

PRESENT and not voting: None

ABSENT: None

The following table compares taxes on an average residence homestead in this taxing unit last year to
taxes proposed on the average residence homestead this year.

Last Year This Year
Total tax rate (per $100 of value) $0.65780 /$100 $0.71401 /$100
Adopted Proposed
Difference in rates per $100 of value $0.05621/$100
Percentage increase/decrease in rates(+-) 8.55%
Average appraised residence homestead value $265,383.00 $264,051.00
General homestead exemptions available $0.00 $0.00
(excluding 65 years of age or older or disabled person's exemptions)
Average residence homestead taxable value $265,383.00 $264,051.00
Tax on average residence homestead $1,745.69 $1,885.35
Annual increase/decrease in taxes if
proposed tax rate is adopted (+/-) $139.66
and percentage of increase (+/-) 8.00%

NOTICE OF TAXPAYERS’ RIGHT TO ELECTION TO REDUCE TAX RATE
If the district adopts a combined debt service, operation and maintenance, and contract tax rate that
would result in the taxes on the average residence homestead increasing by more than 8 percent, the
qualified voters of the district by petition may require that an election be held to determine whether to
reduce the operation and maintenance tax rate to the voter-approval tax rate under Section 49.23603,
Water Code.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is calculated to
limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

Should you have any questions concerning this notice, please contact the tax office at 281-482-0216.

For more information, visit our website:
comptroller texas.govitaxes/property-tax

The Property Tax Assistance Division at the Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts provides property tax
information and resources for taxpayers, local taxing entities, appraisal districts and appraisal review boards.

%‘. ?gﬂm)
Water District
Notice of Public Hearing on Tax Rate

The NEWPORT MUNICIPAL UTILITY DISTRICT DEFINED AREA NO. 1 will hold a public hearing on a
proposed tax rate for the tax year 2026 on Thursday, October 15, 2026 at 4:30 P.M. at 16401 Country
Club Drive, Croshy, Texas 77532. Your individual taxes may increase at a greater or lesser rate, or
even decrease, depending on the tax rate that is adopted and on the change in the taxable value of
your property in relation to the change in taxable value of all other property. The change in the taxable
value of your property in relation to the change in the taxable value of all other property determines the
distribution of the tax burden among all property owners.

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax database on which you can easily
access information regarding your property taxes, including information about proposed tax rates and
scheduled public hearings of each entity that taxes your property.

FOR the proposal: Brandon Lankford, DeLonne L Johnson, Deborah Florus, R. Gary Hasse
AGAINST the proposal: None

PRESENT and not voting: None

ABSENT: None

The following table compares taxes on an average residence homestead in this taxing unit last year to
taxes proposed on the average residence homestead this year.

Last Year This Year
Total tax rate (per $100 of value) $0.74220 /%100 $0.68599 /$100
Adopted Proposed
Difference in rates per $100 of value $-0.05621 /8100
Percentage increase/decrease in rates(+-) -1.51%
Average appraised residence homestead value $281,870.00 $296,502.00
General homestead exemptions available $0.00 $0.00
(excluding 65 years of age or older or disabled person's exemptions)
Average residence homestead taxable value $281,870.00 $296,502.00
Tax on average residence homestead $2,092.04 $2,033.97
Annual increase/decrease in taxes if
proposed tax rate is adopted (+/-) $-58.07
and percentage of increase (+/-) -2.78%

NOTICE OF TAXPAYERS' RIGHT TO ELECTION TO REDUCE TAX RATE
If the district adopts a combined debt service, operation and maintenance, and contract tax rate that
would result in the taxes on the average residence homestead increasing by more than 8 percent, the
qualified voters of the district by petition may require that an election be held to determine whether to
reduce the operation and maintenance tax rate to the voter-approval tax rate under Section 49.23603,
Water Code.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is calculated to
limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

Should you have any questions concerning this notice, please contact the tax office at 281-482-0216.

For maore information, visit our website:
comptroller.texas.gov/taxes/property-tax

The Property Tax Assistance Division at the Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts provides property tax
information and resources for taxpayers, local taxing entities, appraisal districts and appraisal review boards.
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SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money B u s i n e s s D i rec t o ry SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

|
o ﬁ; : FILL SERVICE VENICLE INSPECTIONS
as -
JOOLY| |[Craso0cann .
HENDERSOW ) 713-702-3200
"l \ Y\ JONANY GAEKE 9115 MAIN
OW/NER-INSPECTOR HICHLANDS TX. 77562

N
Graphics Unlimited, Inc.

CORPORATE GRAPHICS AT ITS BEST

Signs & Banners
281-462-1200

www.graphicsunlimitedinc.net
213 Kernohan ¢ Croshy, TX 77532

281-428-1187

1-800-345-8471 A i
Sales & Repair Service T SoueeE.

Baytown, Texas
John Henderson

628 Cedar Bayou Rd.

119 Listi Ln, Highlands hillmaterials.com

WE DELIVER TO YOU

(281)843-5000

residential - commercial - industrial

AMERICAN MUSCLE CARS
COLLISION REPAIR
CLASSIC CARS

ASE MASTER TECHNICIAN
40+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

SMALL ADS BRING BIG RESULTS

Ask about our Business Directory
Package
13 Weeks + Story + Display for $260
Ask about our Ribbon Cutting Package
Photo + Story + Web for $260

713-266-3444

o Phone Number
210-237-3988

MARK SECREST
HIGHLANDS, TX

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details
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Nate Bargatze star in “The Bread winner.”

“The Bread winner.”’

“Tony” (R) — Dominic
Sessa, who had his break-
through role in the come-
dy-drama film “The
Holdovers” (2023), leads
this biographical coming-
of-age film directed by
Matt Johnson (“Nirvanna
the Band the Show the
Movie”). Sessa plays the
titular character Tony, aka
Anthony Bourdain, but
well before Bourdain ever
became the celebrity chef
many would come to know
and love. Taking place in
1975, the film follows a 19-
year-old Tony, who’s a stu-
dent in Vassar College
with aspirations of being a
writer. Life doesn’t go ex-
actly as planned, though,
and he lands a job at a sea-
food restaurant in Provin-
cetown, Massachusetts.
Once there, however, Tony
finds himself drawn to the
atmosphere of the restau-
rant and starts working
his way up, catching the
attention of the head chef
Jose (Antonio Banderas).
“Tony” is out now to rent
or purchase! (Amazon
Prime Video)

“The 2026 MTV Video
Music Awards” (TV-14)
— As MTV has become less
of a staple in music lovers’
lives, their VMA award
show has admittedly lost
its touch. Still, MTV al-
ways aims to recapture the
magic of past award
shows, and this time,
they’re doing so by bring-
ing Madonna back to the
VMAs after 23 years! Not
only is she the opening per-
former, but she also leads
the pack with 13 nomina-
tions for her recent album
“Confessions I1.” Natural-
ly, Taylor Swift follows her
with 11 nominations for
“The Life of a Showgirl,”
and Sabrina Carpenter
trails Swift with nine nom-
inations for her hit album
“Man’s Best Friend.” Addi-
tionally, Nirvana will be
honored with the legend-
ary Michael Jackson Vid-
eo Vanguard Award. If you
missed the live event, it’s
available to stream now!
(Paramount+)

“Saturday Night
Live: Season 52” (TV-
MA) — It’s crazy to think

that it’s already been two
years since “SNL 50,” but
here we are, welcoming in
the 52nd season of Lorne
Michaels’ late-night
sketch-comedy show. Two
new cast members have
been announced since
Chloe Fineman’s (“Love
Language”) departure
from the show after seven
seasons — the first being
Saidah Belo-Osagie and
Grace Reiter (“Run
Amok”). Reiter is the first
SNL cast member to be
born in the 2000s. This
season will feature hosts
like New York Knicks
MVP Jalen Brunson, “Ob-
session” star Inde Navar-
rette, and comedian Shane
Gillis (“Madden”). Mean-
while, upcoming musical
guests include girl group
Katseye, Spanish singer
and actress Rosalia (“Eu-
phoria”), and pop star Gra-
cie Abrams. The first
episode is out now to
stream! (Peacock)

“The Breadwinner”
(PG) — This family-
friendly comedy film was
co-written by Nate Bar-
gatze and also features the
stand-up comedian in his
first feature-length star-
ring role. Bargatze plays a
family man, also named
Nate, and he’s the top em-
ployee at his car dealer-
ship. Meanwhile, his wife,
Katie (Mandy Moore), is a
stay-at-home mom who
tends to their three daugh-
ters. But when Katie in-
vents a product that lands
a successful deal on “Shark
Tank,” their roles get re-
versed, as Katie must trav-
el to South Korea for two
weeks. Nate now takes on
the role of a stay-at-home
parent, and he quickly re-
alizes that it isn’t an easy
feat. Colin Jost (“Saturday
Night Live”), Kumail Nan-
jiani (“See You When I See
You”), and Will Forte (“The
Four Seasons”) co-star in
the film, which is out now
to stream! (Netflix)

(c) 2026 King Features
Synd., Inc.

Q:I recently discovered the series
“Sweet Magnolias” on Netflix and
binged all five seasons over the sum-
mer. Is there going to be a sixth one
anytime soon? — J.I.

A:Unfortunately, Netflix recently an-
nounced that there won’t be any more
new episodes of “Sweet Magnolias” after
the fifth season concluded in June. This
has come as a shock to the show’s fans
because one of the couples, namely Dana
Sue (Brooke Elliott) and Ronnie (Bran-
don Quinn), appeared to be headed to-
ward “Splitsville.”

JoAnna Garcia Swisher, who played
Maddie, had nothing but kind words for
the show, despite the bittersweet an-
nouncement of its cancellation. She stat-
ed, “Sweet Magnolias’ came into my
world during a chapter that held some of
my deepest loss [the death of both of her
parents] and, somehow, some of my great-
est joy.”

The series is based on the “Sweet Mag-
nolias” novels that were written by Sher-
ryl Woods. Perhaps fans can find a proper
conclusion for their favorite characters
inside those pages. Netflix also recently
announced that the show’s executive pro-
ducer and showrunner Sheryl J. Ander-
son is creating a new show for the
streamer, called “Ladies of the House.”
Swisher’s set to produce and possibly
even star in it, too.

This new series is also based on a set
of novels that feature three female cen-
tral characters. The “Ladies of the House”
books are written by Lauren Edmonson.

seskesk

Q:Is there anywhere I can stream
“Murphy Brown”? I’ve noticed it’s
missing on all the ones I subscribe
to. — E.D.

A:According to TVLine, the original
seasons of the Emmy-winning hit come-
dy series “Murphy Brown” have been un-
able to find a home on any of the
streaming platforms due to music rights.
It’s the same reason why shows like
NBC’s “Homicide” weren’t streamable for
many years, until Peacock was able to
secure the show with partial rights.

According to TVLine, “Murphy Brown”
creator Diane English explained that the
show “used one and sometimes two piec-
es of original music” when crafting unique

JoAnna Garcia Swisher as Maddie in “Sweet Magnolias”

opening sequences for each episode.

But here’s a bit of good news: There
was a “Murphy Brown” 13-episode reviv-
al series that was released in 2018, and
you can find these episodes on the free
streaming service Tubi.

sksksk

Q: Is it true that Helen Mirren and
Pierce Brosnan didn’t want to work
with Tom Hardy on “MobLand” any-
more? — L.L.

A:While the Paramount+ series “Mo-
bLand” returned for its second season this
September, it was rumored that star Tom
Hardy wouldn’t be returning for a third.
His co-stars Helen Mirren and Pierce Bro-
snan recently denied that Hardy was a
pill to deal with on set. Mirren stated that
she loves working with Hardy, hopes to
share more scenes with him in the future,
and called him “the most amazing actor.”

Some chatter on the internet includes
theories that Paramount started the ru-
mors of Hardy being difficult because
they didn’t want to pay him his worth.
Fortunately, the two parties have come
to some kind of agreement because Har-
dy will be back for season three.

Send me your questions at
NewCelebrityExtra@gmail.com.

(c) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

ENTERTAINMENT
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